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 The Borough Council reorganization meeting was 
held on January 7. Peggy Malkin was sworn in as Mayor, 
Michael Hamilton and Luke Dermody were sworn in  for 
three-year Council terms and Chad Vroman was sworn 
in for an unexpired two-year Council term.  Michael 
Hamilton was elected Council President, meaning that he 
will discharge the duties of the Mayor in the event of her 
absence.
 Council members were reappointed to chair their 
respective committees as follow:  Administration, Lou 
Esakoff; Community Development and Code Enforce-
ment, Luke Dermody; Environment, Health and Safety, 
Chad Vroman; Finance, Mike Hamilton; Public Works, 
Steve Bowen; and Utilities, Joe Trammell.  Chad Vroman 

Borough Council Reorganizes;  Mayor and Three 
Council Members Sworn In; Bamboo Control Discussed

by Michael Ticktin

Continued on Page 4

was elected as the Council representative on the Planning 
Board.  Other members of the Planning Board, as well as 
members of the Environmental Commission, are appoint-
ed by the Mayor 
without need for 
approval by the 
Council.  Accord-
ingly, Mayor Malkin 
appointed Council-
man Hamilton as 
Mayor’s alternate, 
Assessor Donna 
Taylor as the public 
official member, 

Flushable Wipes Threaten Borough’s Sewage Treatment System
By Rick Pressler
     A plethora of flushable wipes is wreaking havoc in the Borough’s water treatment facility, causing extensive damage 
that is expensive to repair, and potentially resulting in dramatic increases to residents’ utility bills.  Many of these wipes 
are misleadingly labeled to suggest they can be safely disposed of by flushing down a toilet; in fact, they present a clear 
and present danger to the expensive equipment needed to maintain the utility’s service. 
     A number of residents, including public officials, have published letters and notices regarding this problem in the 
past, but it appears that not enough residents have heeded their warnings—the sewer utility equipment continues to be 
fouled by these destructive pieces of fabric, requiring maintenance personnel to clear them through difficult and expen-
sive procedures. 
     The Editors of the Bulletin join with our Borough officials and other concerned citizens to urge all Roosevelt resi-
dents to exercise care when flushing—only specifically designated toilet paper may be used. “Flushable” wipes—despite 
their claims—are not safe to flush. They threaten the viability of our water treatment facility and could force substantial 
increases in utility costs. 
For more information see https://www.today.com/series/one-small-thing/are-flushable-wipes-really-flushable-t151945
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   A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Welcome to the 43rd edition of the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin. There will be 

ten issues running from September through July. We will not publish in January 
and August.
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin Submission Process 

The Bulletin welcomes submissions for news items, information of local 
interest, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual arts. We ask all contributors to 
adhere to the following submission guidelines:

• Send your submission to the email rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.
com.  For short messages, you can also use the contact form on our web site, 
which will go to the same address.

• Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text with-
in the body of your email.

• Please limit your letters to 500 words (about one page in MS Word). We will 
edit letters for length when necessary. Longer letters may be published in full 
on the Bulletin web site.

• Please include images as separate files. If you have multiple files, please put 
them into a zip file, if possible. Please submit only JPEG images.

• The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month prior to publication 
(e.g., January 15 for the February issue). Submissions received after the 15th 
will normally be printed in the issue following the one currently in production.  
(So, for example, a submission received on January 16th would be printed in 
March.) 

• Most submissions will also be added to the Bulletin web site. Allow up to 
one week for submissions to appear online after publication of the print edition.

• Please name your files with your last name, or the name of your organiza-
tion, and the month. 

It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but 
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing, whenever pos-
sible.  When this is necessary, the revised version should be clearly named as a 
revision.

The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the 
Bulletin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical 
issues. And it is impressive that Roosevelt has supported this publication for 
so many decades by contributing both financially and intellectually. We are 
committed to providing you with the best publication possible—your support 
of our submission guidelines will enable our volunteers to most effectively meet 
that goal.

The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors 
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients, 
the cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs may 
be sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712

SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County 
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shop-
ping to ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service. 
   If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give 
them your name, address, and the town you are from, and where you wish to go. 

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin 
is published monthly, except 

August and January by 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  

P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 
08555 

B O A R D  O F 

T R U S T E E S
Sharyn Walz, Assenka Oksiloff,  
Rick Pressler, Kevin McNally,  

Michael Ticktin

E D I T O R
Michael Ticktin

M A N A G I N G  E D I T O R

Rick Pressler

T R E A S U R E R

Kevin McNally

C O N T R I B U T I N G 

W R I T E R S

B U S I N E S S

Kevin McNally

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N
Hope Pressler

W E B  M A S T E R
Assenka Oksiloff

D I S T R I B U T I O N
Help Wanted!

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, 
Inc., is a New Jersey Non-Profit 

Corporation

Sharyn Walz 
Rick Pressler
Al Hepner

Steve Taylor
Ron Kostar

An archive of all past issues of the Bulletin can be found online at www.mazicmusic.com/rbb.htm, courtesy of Mark 
Zuckerman. Current and recent issues can also be found online at www.rooseveltboroughbulletin.org., the 
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THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN 
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents.  We look forward to and appreciate contributions which are very much 

needed to keep our publication going. 
Contributions are tax deductible

PLEASE NOTE: Due to postal regulations we can only ask for “donations” rather than “subscriptions” from  out-of-towners 
who wish to receive the BULLETIN. 

We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we receive their contributions 
which, of course, can be for the same amount (or more) as in the past.

In order to save on postage, we would encourage non-residents who have computers to subscribe to the Bulletin online at 
www.boroughbulletin.org in lieu of receiving a paper copy.  

Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bulletin,  
are still very much welcome, since we could not publish without your support.

PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
Please send contributions to:  

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 

From the Mayor

Happy New Year Neighbors,

    Here we are at the start of a new year and a new decade. 
This has an interesting connotation- 20/20. The obvious 
definition is to have perfect vision--to see clearly.  In an 
everyday sense, it means to view a situation clearly, or to 
look back and realize something with better clarity and 
understanding.
    I think we in Roosevelt have much to be proud of from 
2019. Thanks to the collaborative effort and teamwork 
of our council members, employees, and professionals, I 
believe that many issues in town have either been resolved, 
improved, or are working toward a satisfactory resolution. 
    In the past year, we have brought our Water/Sewer 
System completely up to optimum conditions. Our water 
is safe, healthy, and actually has no taste, which is how 
water should be--not to mention colorless! In addition, we 
have been commended by the DEP for our Water/Sewer 
reporting, which has been done in a timely manner, and 
performed excellently. When there has been a problem, it 
has been addressed immediately, and resolved as quickly as 
possible.
    Where the streets and roads are concerned, we have 
received many grants from the DOT, a million dollars in a 
four-year period. This has allowed us to perform necessary 
work. Phase II of the Homestead Lane paving will begin in 
the spring. Phase 1 was completed eight years ago. In addi-
tion, Elm Court and Nurko Road will be repaved. After that 
will come Farm Lane, which is also badly in need of repair. 
Little by little, incrementally, as we receive these grants, we 
will replace and repair our aging infrastructure.
    Our Public Works Department is continually hard at 
work. From snow plowing, to painting the Borough Hall, 
inside and out, to tending to all the buildings and grounds 

work that needs to be cared for, and almost any issue that 
arises--even if it doesn’t exactly fit the job description, they 
are immediately on top of it. Can you believe how wonder-
ful the Borough Hall looks? Aside from the fact that it was 
dated, seedy looking, and smelled bad, there was so much 
dirt and mold, that it was unhealthy. We now have a beau-
tiful building we are proud of, and not embarrassed when 
visitors arrive. If you haven’t been inside, I invite you to 
come and see it.
    We have been utilizing shared services as much as pos-
sible, to ensure low cost, high quality, and high priority 
service. We are grateful to Millstone Township, Hightstown 
Borough, and the County, for their willingness to provide 
these shared services.
    We opened the Roosevelt Park at the end of the summer. 
It is now a lovely spot for a respite, with a sign to draw in 
visitors. There are benches, and a lovely viewscape. In the 
summer the Environmental Commission plants a garden 
there. 
This past year also saw the recognition of Roosevelt as the 
truly, officially, historic town that we know it is.
    In October, there was a large celebration featuring an 
excellent documentary about Roosevelt’s founding father, 
Benjamin Brown. It was a well attended, full weekend affair, 
with many people coming from all over the country. Our 
elected State Representatives attended as well.
    In November, an exhibit about Roosevelt opened at 
Morven, the museum and former Governor’s mansion, in 
Princeton. Again, at the opening reception, there was an 
overflowing crowd- filled with both current and former 
Roosevelt residents. If you haven’t visited it, do so. It will be 
there until May, and it is magnificent.

Continued on Page 5
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B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  N E W S
Continued from Page 1
Jacqueline Carpenter, Diane Lowrie and Tim Hartley as 
non-public official members, and Margaret Katz and Jay 
Bondonis as alternate members, all of the Planning Board, 
and Mary Tulloss and Michael Ticktin, the latter as chair, 
of the Environmental Commission.
     Mayor Malkin issued her annual report on the State of 
the Borough, which is included in this issue of the Bulle-
tin. 
 At its January 27 meeting, the Council adopted 
resolutions authorizing the Monmouth County Mosqui-
to Control Division to conduct aerial mosquito control 
operations within the Borough, appointing Greg Possiel 
as Right-to-Know Coordinator, and commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th amend-
ment to the Constitution, which gave equal voting rights 
to women.  The Council also received a report from Chief 
Finance Officer George Lang stating that he had issued 
bond anticipation notes, authorized under previously 
approved bond ordinances, in the amount of $346,150 
to pay the cost of improvements to the water and sewage 
treatment systems.
 The Council discussed a resolution adopted by 
the Environmental Commission concerning the control 

of bamboo on public and private property.   This is an issue 
because, as Environmental Commission chairman Michael 
Ticktin explained, there are types of bamboo which, if not 
controlled by mowing or other means, will extend their 
growth through underground runners and can become 
quite profuse and quite tall.  The resolution recommended 
to the Council that it remove bamboo that has encroached 
onto public lands behind lots of the south side of Home-
stead Lane and that it adopt an ordinance requiring owners 
of properties on which bamboo is growing to control its 
growth to keep it from spreading onto other properties, 
public or private.
 On another environmental matter, Mayor Malkin 
expressed her dismay, and that of other residents, that a 
large tree on Pine Drive had been removed by the owner 
of the property and called upon the Council to adopt an 
ordinance that would prevent any such removal in the fu-
ture without municipal approval.  An ordinance concerning 
trees on private property was introduced last year, but was 
not adopted due to concerns about certain provisions being 
overly restrictive.  The Environmental Commission had 
recommended that any ordinance be limited to prohibition 
of clear cutting of a lot.

Meet Mike Lyons
Roosevelt Sewage Treatment Plant Licensed Operator
From New Jersey EFFLUENTS • Vol 52 Number 3 2019 • Page 14

     Mike Lyons started working at the Suffern, NY water & wastewater plant in 1967 as an assistant operator and 
rose through the ranks of various Authorities becoming the Executive Director of the Northeast Monmouth Re-
gional Sewer Authority in 1984 until his retirement from public service in 1995 when he joined his partner Jim De 
Block full-time at D2L Associates. Mike is now CEO of Lyons Environmental Services, which is family owned and 
operated. 
     Mike has a BS in Environmental Science from Ramapo and an MS in Environmental Engineering from NJIT. 
During his long career Mike has held many positions in the Water Environment Industry. He was a past president of 
the North Jersey Section & a past NJWEA President and an officer in the Authorities Association until his retire-
ment. 
     Mike served a term as a Director and later as Executive Committee member of the Water Environment Feder-
ation in Alexandria. Mike was invited on a WEF Technology Transfer Program to China representing operations 
management for smaller treatment works. While in China he was able to meet with the head of China’s EPA several 
times including having a nice Peking Duck dinner with her on one occasion. 
     Mike served for 13 years on the NJ Board of Examiners for Water & Wastewater Licensing.
     While working with the NJWEA Mike has helped many of his associates with their education and careers stress-
ing with them the importance of education and the important role the NJWEA plays in this regard. Mike was one of 
the founders of the Ocean Dischargers group to represent the Authorities that discharge to the ocean as they are a 
separate category under the NJDEP rules. Mike has been on numerous committees within NJWEA and had the op-
portunity to Chair the Seminar & Technology for several years. He has been a member of many of WEF’s commit-
tees. One of Mike’s favorite duties within the organization is his role as the Influent Integrator of the Select Society 
of Sanitary Sludge Shoveler’s for NJ the New Jersey Chapter.
     On a personal note Mike is happily married to Rosemarie, his wife of 47 years and the proud father of Carrie 
Anne and Donna Lyons and granddaughter who he constantly spoils.
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From the Mayor
Continued from Page 3

Public Health Emergency?
You can call the 

Monmouth County 
Board of Health 24/7 at 

732-431-7456

You can pay your 
Water/Sewer Bill and 

Taxes on-line
Go to 

www.rooseveltnj.us

    There were also the usual array of 
concerts and picnics in town. For 
some nice diversions, we had a family 
of goats on the loose for a few weeks. 
Many people were involved in trying 
to capture them and keep them safe 
(which they were, and have been hap-
pily delivered to a farm). We also have 
an albino deer in town, which many 
of us have been lucky enough to spot. 
They are very rare.
    As we now begin 2020, I look for-
ward to continuing to pursue whatev-
er is in Roosevelt’s best interests. As 
proud as I am of what has been accom-
plished, we do have various issues that 
need to addressed in the coming year.
    We are all aware that our school is 
under threat of closing due to state 
budget cuts. Rest assured, no one is 
taking this in stride. The principal, 
school board, and I have attended 
many meetings and have fought hard 
to try to receive an exemption. I don’t 
want to be overly confident, but it 
looks more hopeful than it had been.
    Our First Aid Squad is in dire need 
of volunteers, as is the case in most 
towns across the state and country. 
Right now we are receiving help from 
Millstone, Allentown, and some 
other services, when our members are 
unavailable. This is only a stop-gap 
solution. Very soon we will be actively 
seeking a more optimal solution.
As you may know, Hilltop Swim Club 
will most likely be sold. It remains to 
be seen what will transpire there.
    I was very pleased when the aban-
doned  gas station was finally razed 
after well over 30 years of being an eye-
sore. However, I don’t want to see an 
empty plot of land sit there for another 
30, so we will be exploring different 
possibilities for that lot.
    Again, I want to implore residents, 
if you have any suggestions, ideas, or 
questions, you have many options. 
Come to Council meetings. If that’s 
not convenient, feel free to call or stop 
by the Borough Hall during working 
hours. We are open to anything resi-
dents have on their mind.

    Our governing body prides itself on 
being transparent, understanding, and 
fair.
    I would now like to thank the many 
people who contribute to the inner 
workings of our town. They largely go 
unrecognized. We may be a tiny town, 
but it takes a lot of people to run it!

Ana Debevic, Kathleen Hart, Lori 
Maher, and Kim Coiffi. 
They comprise our administrative staff. 
They do an absolutely exemplary job, 
and we are lucky to have them here.

Greg DeFoe and Greg Possiel. 
They are our Public Works employees. 
Their good work is more visible to 
everyone, for much of it is outside.

John Holden and Mike Lyons
They are our Water and Sewer Oper-
ators. We have them to thank for our 
vastly improved systems.

Carmela Roberts
She is our Municipal Engineer. She 
fights hard for Roosevelt--whether it 
is in obtaining grants or representing 
Roosevelt in various matters.

Greg Cannon and Michele Donato
They are our Borough and Planning 
Board attorneys. They excel at their 
jobs and are also very cognizant of our 
budgetary constraints.

Our Borough Council Members,  Joe 
Trammell, Mike Hamilton, Steve Bow-
en, Luke Dermody, Lou Esakoff, and 
Chad Vroman.

They work tirelessly with no com-
plaints, in a job that isn’t easy, and isn’t 
always rewarding.

And finally, all the people in town who 
volunteer, helping to keep Roosevelt, 
Roosevelt.
 • First Aid Members
 • Planning Board Members
 • Environmental Commission Members
 • RAP Members
 • Litter Pick-Up Crews
 • Historian Chair and Representatives
 • School Board Members

Kenny Horowitz, who year after year 
generously donates much of what we 

need for our 4th of July picnic.
 Jon Block, who continually lowers the 
prices for our new floors, when I tell 
him it has to be lower!
    And all the neighbors who help each 
other in more ways than I can name- 
given that we’re rather isolated here 
and people form family-like friend-
ships.

  Thank you all for everything,

       Peggy

Attention Roosevelt 
Residents

The general speed limit on 
Borough roads is 25 mph 
except route 571, 
Windsor Road and Nurko 
Road. School Lane is 15 
mph from Pine Drive to 
Roosevelt Public School.

Borough Mailing 
Instructions 

When mailing anything to 
Roosevelt Borough, please 
use P.O. Box 128. This in-
cludes property tax pay-
ments and 
water/sewer payments. 
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E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N By Steve Taylor

    Continuing our series of articles 
highlighting the native species that 
we need to encourage, this month 
we spotlight the Northern Spicebush 
(Lindera benzoin).

    Northern Spicebush is a decidu-
ous native shrub of the laurel family.  
It can be found in eastern North 
America, from New York to Ontario 
and south to Kansas and Texas.  It 
is relatively common in moist, rich 
woods throughout its range.   It 
grows about 8 – 12 ft tall.  Spicebush 
is dioecious (plants are either male or 
female), so that both sexes are need-
ed to produce red fruits with viable 
seeds.  In Roosevelt, plants bloom in 
early April before the leaves appear.  

bush is resistant to deer browsing, 
but our deer seem to relish it.  Next 
time you are on the trails, keep an 
eye out for our spicebushes.

References:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Lindera_benzoin

https://plants.usda.gov/core/pro-
file?symbol=libe3

The fragrant yellow 
flowers are not large, 
but they are numer-
ous.  The leaves and 
stems are aromatic.  
For those who know 
a little chemistry, the 
species name benzoin 
does not refer to the 
chemical benzoin, but 
it refers to its simi-
larity to the balsamic 
resin benzoin.  A few 
cultivars have been 
selected, but they are 
not readily available, and the plant is 
not particularly suited to landscap-
ing.  It does not transplant well from 

the wild.  However, 
if you have one, take 
care of it.  Spicebush 
is the larval host of 
the Eastern Tiger 
Swallowtail and the 
Spicebush Swallowtail.  
Following a brief dis-
play of golden foliage 
in the fall, the seeds 
and red fruit provide 
winter food for birds.  
Thrushes especially 
favor the fruit.  There 
are reports that spice-

Northern Spicebush

Sign Up for Code Red!!
Receive emergency notifications 

From the borough. 
Have the notifications go to your 

landline, or cell, or both!
 Sign up by going to www.

Rooseveltnj.Us
Stay safe! Stay informed!

The Roosevelt First Aid Squad 
needs you!

The Rescue squad desperately needs 
your help. 

We pay for training and uniforms. 
Keep volunteerism alive! 
for more info email us at 

rooseveltfirstaidsquad@yahoo.com
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Damage to Sewage 
Treatment Plant 
Continues; Likely Impacts 
on Water-Sewer Bills
    Do you think your wa-
ter-sewer bills are too low?
    If so, just continue to flush 
rags and “flushable” wipes 
down your toilet.
    The Borough spends a lot 
of money every year repairing 
and replacing equipment at 
the sewage treatment plant 
that is constantly being dam-
aged by the rags and “flush-
able” wipes that some resi-
dents insist on flushing down 
their toilets, despite repeated 
requests for many years that 
this harmful and costly prac-
tice be discontinued.
    Even if you prefer not to be 
inconvenienced by disposing 
of rags and “flushable” wipes 
by putting them in the gar-
bage, and have no objection 
to paying higher water-sewer 
bills, you might wish to be 
considerate enough of your 

neighbors not to impose un-
necessary costs on them.
    It is fair to presume that 
anyone who drives a car 
knows better than to put any-
thing other than the correct 
fuel in the fuel tank. Similarly, 
anyone who operates a toi-
let should know better than 
to put anything other than 
human waste and toilet paper 
in it.
    Do not be fooled by “flush-
able” labels.  Just because a 
product is flushable does not 
mean that it can be processed 
by a sewage treatment plant 
without damaging the equip-
ment--in fact, the contrary is 
true.  
    This is a problem that can 
be solved—but only if every 
resident continuously does 
his or her part and stops 
abusing the sewage treatment 
system.

-Michael Ticktin

L E T T E R S

Keep up to date with the latest happen-
ings, events and announcements.  Follow 
the Bulletin on Facebook:  www.facebook.
com/RooseveltBoroughBulletin
If you would like your organization’s event 
posted to the Bulletin’s Facebook page, 
please send event details to  
rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.

Power Outages
In the event outages occur due 
to severe weather, customers 
without power are encouraged 
to report their outage by calling 
1-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-
4877), clicking the “Report 
Outage” link on www.firstener-
gycorp.com, or by texting out to 
544487.   

Customers should immedi-
ately report downed wires to 
1-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-
4877) or call their local police 
department.  JCP&L reminds 
customers to stay away from 
downed wires, even if they be-
lieve they are no longer carrying 
electricity.  Extra caution should 
be used in areas where downed 
lines are tangled with trees or 
other debris.  Motorists are 
cautioned to treat intersections 
with inoperable traffic signals as 
four-way stops. 

JCP&L customers can subscribe 
to email and text message alert 
notifications to receive weath-
er updates in advance of major 
storms and updates on scheduled 
or extended power outages.  Vis-
it www.firstenergycorp.com/con-
nect to enroll.  

Follow JCP&L on Twitter @
JCP_L, on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/JCPandL or on-
line at www.jcp-l.com



DATE VENUE EVENT
Saturday, 
April 25, 2020, 

8:00 PM

Borough Hall
33 North 
Rochdale Avenue
Roosevelt, NJ 
08555

Roosevelt Poets
Come join the Roosevelt Poets as they once again raise all hell with the alpha-
bet. 
There is a suggested donation of $5 per person.

Saturday, 
May 9, 2020, 

8:00 PM

Borough Hall
33 North 
Rochdale Ave.
Roosevelt, NJ 
08555

The Roosevelt String Band in Concert—ONE NIGHT ONLY
The Roosevelt String Band presents the Canadian greats: Gordon Lightfoot, 
Joni Mitchell, Leonard Cohen, Stan Rogers, and Buffy St. Marie. 
There is a suggested donation of $10 per person; 
$5 for seniors and students.

Saturday, 
June 6, 2020, 

1:00 - 6:00 PM

Assifa Space
40 Tamara Dr.
Roosevelt, NJ 
08555

Mind and Body: Art and Science
Come learn about bridging the gap between art and science. Artists 
and poets will present their work and Rutgers researchers will explain 
their most recent scientific endeavors relevant to this dichotomy. Be 
prepared to be inspired!
There is a suggested donation of $5 per person

The Roosevelt Arts Project
The Roosevelt Arts Project (RAP) is a collaborative venture of friends and neighbors in and around 
Roosevelt, New Jersey. Bringing together artists in a variety of media, our mission is to foster collaboration 
and present their work to the public. 
Founded in 1986 by the nationally known artists, Bernarda Bryson Shahn and Jacob Landau, and others 
including writers and musicians, the Roosevelt Arts Project presents a series of annual programs. This varied 
series premieres new works by Roosevelt playwrights, painters and potters, folk singers, poets, and compos-
ers, as well as experimental collaborations.
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The Roosevelt Mural
The mural shown in the header was created by Ben Shahn in 1937-38 to commemorate the New Deal resettle-
ment community of Jersey Homesteads, now called Roosevelt, N.J. The mural can still be seen in the Roosevelt 
Public School. As one of the first and finest art works in the town, it is only appropriate that it should serve as the 
header for the RAP site.

A video of the excellent talk given by Alan Mallach about the mural as part of RAP’s 25th anniversary celebra-
tion is now available on the web site. http://www.rooseveltartsproject.org

STAY CONNECTED! 
Roosevelt Public School Board Of Education is creating an email distribution list for 
meeting agendas and information.  If you would like to be added to this list, which will be 
used in a BCC format, please email:   
RPSBOE@gmail.com.
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Roosevelt Tai Chi Students Enjoying 
the Chinese New Year Party

For more information about Roosevelt Tai Chi contact 
June Counterman at 609-954-4523

Poetry and Art by Sam Vo

CHECK OUT THE 
BOROUGH’S WEBSITE:

www.rooseveltnj.us
Register for e-news on the 
home page and get email 
communications from the 
borough.
You can now view and pay 
your property taxes and 
utilities bill on-line. 
Just go to our website at 
www.rooseveltnj.us

Parking Reminder
Please park your vehicles 
in the right direction only.  
Parking on the wrong 
side of the street or in the 
wrong direction makes 
your vehicle difficult for 
oncoming traffic to see, 
especially in foggy or 
dark conditions.  Vehicles 
parked on the wrong side 
of the street are subject to 
towing.

Drawing by Zachary Pressler
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Issue/ Problem CCall
Power outage JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage Your telephone provider 
(phone #  is on your bill)

Loose  or lost dog Animal Ctrl:  609-234-4862 or 
State Police  609-584-5000

Road obstruction 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Health Emergency 911 

Comcast outage 1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage (800) 837-4966

Wildlife Issues 877-927-6337

RECYCLING DATES
February 5, 19
March  4, 18 

New Jersey   
Department of Environmental Protection

24-Hour Hotline
1-877-WARNDEP or  

1-877-927-6337
For reporting spills, hazardous dis-
charges, and other environmental 

emergencies.

Recycling Reminders

The Roosevelt Environmental Com-
mission would like to remind our 
fellow citizens of a few recycling tips. 
All of the following information (and 
more) can be found in the “Recycling 
101” article written by Steve Taylor in 
the March 2019 Bulletin (available at 
http://rooseveltboroughbulletin.org).
Please remember: 
• Do not put items inside of plastic 

bags in the recycling container; 
keep them loose. 

• Plastic bags can be recycled at 
local grocery stores.

• Most clean paper can be put out 
for recycling.

• Cardboard should be flattened. 
Packaging tape and staples need to 
be removed.

ROOSEVELT 
RESIDENTS

Effective immediately, 
you can no longer use 
clear plastic bags for 
your recycling. The con-
tractor will not pick up. 
Please use a clear open-
top receptacle.

BE A GOOD 
NEIGHBOR

Please clean-up after 
your dog.

Art by Will Pressler

Painting by Lois Pressler
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Senior Group Meetings
 
The Senior Citizen Group meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Borough Hall. 
At 12:30 pm we frequently have guests who speak about a 
variety of topics, generally applicable to everyone. Finances, 
health, and safety in the home are a few examples. Notices 
will be on the bulletin board at the P.O. All residents are wel-
come to take advantage of this worthwhile program.
Thank you. 
Geraldine Millar, President, Seniors

Roosevelt’s Seniors met for lunch on February 4. After-
wards, they broke off into small groups and played cards. 
Anyone interested in getting information about the 
Roosevelt Seniors can call Gerry Millar at 609-448-0351. 

Looks Like Fun: Roosevelt Seniors at Borough Hall

Art by Will Pressler

Used Electronic Equipment 
Revised 2/25/19
Used electronic equipment can 
be dropped off at the Goodwill in 
Allentown, located at 86 Route 526 
(next to the firehouse). 

Hours are Mon-Sat 8-7 pm, Sun-
day 10-6 pm. Hightstown Borough 
can no longer accept electronics.
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TRAVELING WITH THE DARK

A blind man boards the crowded bus 
                                                                  touches his way toward the rear. 
He sits dead center 
                                      the aisle stretched out before him like a road. 
He sits, used to forcing himself on reality by posture alone. 
                                                                                                          Roots or bolts 
hold him in place. 
                                       Leaning like one listening, his dark glasses cast a black, 
gaze as strong 
                        as the voids of tree trunks at dawn. Like black headlamps, 
they aim up the sunny aisle 
                                                 out through the glass face of the bus.
*

The vibrations radiating through my body 
                                                                              were not just the breathing 
of the diesel engine beneath us. 
                                                              The blind man beside me projected, 
as if from a mineshaft 
                                                   a charge of darkness through his black lenses 
that traveled the full length of the bus 
                                                                           and out into the turnpike current. 
I noticed too, as we accelerated 
                                                                   easily passing tractor-trailers, 
and as passengers slept or continued their chatter 
                                                                                            that the driver’s seat 
had from the time the man carrying night boarded this bus 
                                                                                                        been empty.
*

One advantage of a blind driver is freedom. 
                                                                               The future is in the dark, 
and the past a shadow. 
                                                    Oblivious to nightfall, the blind driver spiraled 
utterly into the tunnel under the river.
                                                                  The array of heads, 
however 
                         maintaining places above the seat-backs like faceless clocks,
was reassuring, as if they expected him to join us.
                                                                                          For his night spooked 
the speeding world alive
                                                          from a distance greater than darkness.

--David Sten Herrstrom
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BOROUGH OF ROOSEVELT
P.O. Box 128

 Roosevelt, NJ  08555
 Phone: (609) 448-0539    Fax: (609) 448-8716

recreation@rooseveltnj.us 
 

CAMP ROOSEVELT
(For Children Entering 1st Grade – 7th Grade)

“Community-Friendship-Respect”
    The Borough of Roosevelt is proud to once again offer Camp Roosevelt. The camp is based 
on the motto of “Community-Friendship-Respect.” This program will offer traditional camp 
activities such as sports, games, arts and crafts, trips, and special themed events, but with an 
additional emphasis on community based activities, outdoor skill building and exploration.
    The program will run for six (6) weeks from Monday, July 6 – Friday, August 14 from 
9:00am – 1:00pm. The cost of the program is $475.00 per child. An After Camp program also 
will be available from 1:00pm – 5:00pm at an additional cost of $315.00 per child. A few short 
bus trips are being planned which may require an additional fee. A camp calendar will be pro-
vided on the first day of the program.
    A $100.00 deposit is due for Camp Roosevelt and a $50.00 deposit is due for After Camp 
upon registration, with the balance due by June 19. This is not an additional “registration fee.” 
The deposit simply assures us of the amount of children attending for proper planning. Depos-
its will be refunded only if the program is canceled. We will only offer the program if enough 
children register. A parent/guardian packet of information will be available in June and must be 
completed and returned on the first day your child attends the program.

CAMP ROOSEVELT– REGISTRATION 2020
Parent/Guardian Names_______________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number_________________________________Emergency Phone____________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name Age/Grade in Fall 2020

1st Child_____________________________________________________ ____________________
Camp (9:00am – 1:00pm) ______ $475.00
After Camp (1:00pm – 5:00pm) ______ $315.00

2nd Child_____________________________________________________ ____________________
Camp (9:00am – 1:00pm) ______ $475.00
After Camp (1:00pm – 5:00pm) ______ $315.00

3rd Child______________________________
Camp (9:00am – 1:00pm) ______ $475.00
After Camp (1:00pm – 5:00pm) ______ $315.00

TOTAL COST: ____________________

DETACH THE BOTTOM PORTION OF THIS FLYER AND 
RETURN TO:
BOROUGH OF ROOSEVELT – “RECREATION”, 
P.O. BOX 128, ROOSEVELT, NJ 08555
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
“BOROUGH OF ROOSEVELT”
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Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.

Mary & Carlo Alfare
Sam & Nicole Ashburner
Robin & Robert Axel
Richard & Janet Bernardin
Linda Block
Marvin & Karen Block
Alexandra Bonfante-Warren
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna
Charlotte Bondy
Bondy/Vuole family
Jacquline Carpenter
Susan & Robert Cayne
Maureen & Bob Clark
Keith & Patricia Clayton
William & June Counterman
Paul & Elise Cousineau
Kay Drury
Frances Duckett
Lou & Irma Esakoff
Judith Goetzmann
Jay & Ann Goldman

Timothy & Lorraine Hartley
Len & Michele Guye-Hillis
Al Hepner
Constance & David Herrstrom
Daniel Hoffman & 
Assenka Oksiloff
Louise and David Hoffman
Gail Hunton & Wes Czyzewski
Cynthia Imbrie
Sheila & Phil Jaeger
Michelle & Ricky Jaeger
Anna & Ben Johnson
Ingrid Jordan
Kosa family
Naylon Larane
Lynn Lawson
Claudia Luongo & Ken Maffeo 
Steven & Mary Macher
Julia & Jim McArdle
Geraldine Millar
Edward & Rose Murphy

Teri Nachtman
Parsons family
Bob & Alison Petrilla 
Petrillo family
Gregg & Elizabeth Possiel
Richard & Hope Pressler
Merle & Irv Rose
Kirk and Jane Rothfuss
Kelly & Ronald Scibetti
Helen Seitz
Shirley Sokol
Michael Szewczyk
Jeb & Jonathan Shahn
Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Mary & Rod Tulloss
Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Frank Wiesinger & 
Theresa Secks
Zahora family
Anthony & Gail Zelenak
Mark & Judith Zuckerman
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Help us to fill up this page.
Thank you for your generosity!
Send in a contribution today.
Please send contributions to:

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  
P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555

Become Part of the Bulletin Team!

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin is a fully volunteer effort of its writers, editors, layout artist, and distribu-
tion captain. We would like to expand our team. 

We offer an excellent work environment (your home) and terrific benefits (people actually do say thank 
you a lot). The only requirements are that you must be able to send your material via email and translate all 
your work into Esperanto (actually, the Esperanto is optional). 

Calendar Editor – Prepare monthly calendar. Takes about 2 hours if you do it carefully. We have an MS 
Word template you can just fill in for the routine stuff, and we can steer you towards reliable sources for the 
other stuff. A great way to find out what’s going on in the Borough!

Roving Reporter – 4 hours a month – Write short features that focus on Roosevelt-specific themes.
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A U T O M O B I L E  S E R V I C I N G
COMPACT KARS 
3 Trenton Lakewood Road, 
Clarksburg, NJ 08510 
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision 
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars 
609-259-6373

M U S I C
DELTA NOIR
A band playing early jazz and blues and 
gypsy swing. Ron Kostar on clarinet and 
vocal; Robert Thorn on guitar and vocals; 
Ron Villegas on guitar; Henry Dale on 
stand-up bass. See us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/deltanoir. Available for 
parties and other occasions.

GUITAR INSTRUCTION 
Age 7 & up 
David Brahinsky: 443-1898 
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING 
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.

GUITAR LESSONS
Bill Leech
Guitar is a ton of fun. It will cheer you up 
when you are down, make you unbored 
when you are bored, and make you feel 
even better when you’re feeling good.
Learn to read music, play songs, chords, 
and much more. Classical (beginners), 
Folk, Country, and Rock (beginners to 
mid advanced). 609-903-7664

LESSONS IN PIANO, KEYBOARD 
AND MUSIC PRODUCTION
Live music for all occasions.
Gabriel Saks (929) 500-6721 

P E T  C A R E
PET PLEASERS 
Dog Training Services 
Certified Dog Trainer 
Pet Sitter 
Boarding & Grooming 
609-426-4209

PAW PRINCE PET SITTING 
Dog walking 
Boarding 
Home Visits
www.facebook.com/tashaspawprince 
(908) 809-2888

M A T H  T U T O R I N G
ROOSEVELT STUDENTS:
Elementary through College
Do you occasionally need help with math 
homework or help preparing for a test?
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.S. Teacher)  
for appt.: 609-448-5096 
Tutoring provided at no charge 
in loving memory of Sarah Tulloss. 

P E R S O N A L  C A R E 
TAI CHI CLASSES
Roosevelt Boro Hall 
Wednesday 9:30 am – 11 am
Thursday 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
June Counterman 609-448-3182 

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T 
C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  E T  A L

QUEST AIR MOLD REMEDIATION, LLC
Mold inspection, testing, removal, and 
remediation.
Water damage and floor restoration.
Serving commercial and residential properties.
Licensed and insured. FREE inspection.
www.questairmoldremediation.com
1-888-664-5325 609- 301-8475
 
YOURI NAZAROV COMPLETE 
HOME REMOLDELING
609-443-3388 
Long term contractor with Twin Rivers 
Association.  A resident of Roosevelt  
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, floor-
ing, interior doors, painting, architectual 
moldings and so much more. 
Free estimates.  Licensed and insured.                              

GREG DEFOE 
Handyman Service 
Interior/Exterior Painting 
Complete home repairs and renovations 
Fully insured 
PROMPT RESPONSE GUARANTEED 
80 Pine Drive, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 
609-448-4883 cell: 609-577-4081 
gdefoe123@verizon.net

ARTHUR R. STINSON CONSTRUCTION 
Since 1982 Specializing in Home 
Addition, Bathrooms & Kitchens & 
Finished Basements 
Brick & Concrete Patios-Stamped 
Concrete
Energy-Saving Windows & Doors
Ceramic Tile 
Free Estimates State License 
448-0154 #13VH00923900 
Fax 448-1122 Fully Insured

DR.K’s DESIGNSCAPES INC.
P.O. Box 516, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
 (609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085 
www.drksdesignscapes.com 
Fully Insured & Licensed
Craig Kaufman, President 
Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Complete Lawn and Tree Services 
Designs / Planting Plans / Lighting
Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Mulch / Stone / Top Soil
Gutter Clean-Out / Power Washing
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining 
Walls / Concrete Staining / Sealing
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
Fencing / Fire Wood

ALLEN’S TREE SERVICE
118 Trenton - Lakewood Rd
Millstone Township, NJ 08510
(609) 259-8668 
allenstreeservicenj.com
Mon-Sun 8:00am - 8:00pm
NJ certified tree experts #515
We Guarantee NO Lawn Damage!
Comprehensive tree and shrub services
Emergency service available
Call us for an initial consultation and 
free, no-obligation estimate

TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE
 * Shaping * Tree Removal * Lots Cleared 
* Mulch * Snow Removal * Stump 
Grinding * Hedge Trimming * Firewood  
John (609) 918-1668   
Insured  Quality Work 
www.timberwolftreeservice.com 
EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING 
We’ve got your entire floor covering needs 
**WOOD**VINYL**TILE**CERAMIC** 
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs
East Windsor - 609-443-6999 
HAGUE HEATING & COOLING LLC 
For all your Heating &  
Air Conditioning needs
Family owned and operated
Over 30 years in the business 
NJ LIC.# 19HC00144600
Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908

O T H E R  S E R V I C E S
MENDIES FAMILY FARM 
65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt 
Year-Round Farming 
Community-Supported Agriculture(CSA) 
Spring/Summer/Winter CSA memberships  
(609)-820-8809 • www.mendiesfarm.com

CERAMIC’S TO GO!
Paint Your Own Ceramic’s 
Book your home or office party for your 
child or adult’s birthday and baby and 
bridal showers or any occasion. Senior 
center too. 
Contact: Pamela J. Masiello
phone: 828.423.7882
email: kreationstation@outlook.com

THE ADLERMAN AGENCY, INSURORS
Handling houses in Roosevelt on every 
street in town since the early 1940s. 
317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., NJ 
08831 | (609) 655-7788  
Mel A. Adlerman CLU, CPIA

KIDDIE ACADEMY OF UPPER FREEHOLD
5 Allyson Way, Allentown, NJ-609-208-2530
Conveniently located near Exit 11 off 195
Just 10 minutes from Roosevelt, near 
Tractor Supply and behind Roy’s Deli.
Call today and schedule a tour!

The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the 
immediate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and 
are tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month 

BUSINESS SPONSORS
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F E B R U A R Y
4 Tues. 12:00 pm Senior Citizens Meeting  

   Borough Hall 

5 Weds. 7:00 pm Planning Board, Borough Hall

5 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

10  Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

18 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,  
   Business Meeting, 
   John Vo, President 

19 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,   
   Borough Hall

19 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

24 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

27 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Roosevelt Public School 
   Ken LeCompte, President
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The Roosevelt Board of Education’s 
website contains complete school 
calendar information: 
www.rps1.org.

Zoning Officer, Code Enforcement, 
and Housing Inspector 
Jeremy Kuipers
email: zoning@rooseveltnj.us
Office Hours: Weds. 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Inspection Hours: Weds. 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
609-448-0539

Construction and Permits
The Construction Official has  
Borough hours on 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
Questions regarding building permits should be 
directed to:
Department of Community Affairs - 
609-567-3653
Monday-Friday   8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

M A R C H
3 Tues. 12:00 pm Senior Citizens Meeting  

   Borough Hall

3 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board, Borough Hall

4 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

9  Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

17 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,  
   Business Meeting, John Vo, Pres.

18 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

18 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,   
   Borough Hall

23 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

26  Tues.  7:00 pm RPS Board of Education, 
   Roosevelt Public School  
   Ken LeCompte, President

Please send notice of your events to 
the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin at 
P.O. Box 221 or email to 
RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@gmail.com.


