T

h

e

R

o

o

s

e

v

e

l

t

B

o

Volume 41 Number 9

T H E

o

u

g

h

June 2018

P O E T R Y

Council Awards Contracts for
Water and Wastewater Utility
Systems; Mayor Proclaims
June 1 National Gun Violence
Awareness Day in Roosevelt

At its meeting of May 29, the Borough Council voted to
award a contract for water utility operator professional
services to H20 Services of Robbinsville and a contract for
wastewater utility operator professional services to Lyons
Environmental Services, LLC of Neptune. Both firms currently serve the Borough of Allentown.
Councilman Michael Hamilton stated that both firms were
highly recommended by Allentown officials and by Borough Engineer Carmela Roberts, who also serves in that
capacity in Allentown. While thanking and commending
retiring water and sewer operator Toby Moore for his many
years of devoted service to Roosevelt, Mr. Hamilton stated
that the operation of two complex plants, including compliance with ever-increasing Federal and State requirements,
had made the job too big to be handled efficiently and
effectively by one person and that having the resources of
the two companies available to the Borough would result in
consistently good service and water and waste water meeting all applicable requirements. He praised the high quality
of the water he had sampled at the Allentown water plant
and expressed confidence that Roosevelt would have similar
water available at all times with H20 Services in charge of
our plant.
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Welcome to the Second
Annual Bulletin Poetry Issue

By Michael Ticktin

Poetry

r

Poems come in all shapes and sizes, their language
and moods rich and diverse. When the poets happen to be your neighbors—when you know something of the places, circumstances, and lives they
describe—you can experience firsthand how poetry
enlivens and helps to define a community.
We are grateful to all these poets, young and old,
familiar and new, who have shared their work. If
you should feel inspired to put pen to paper (or
finger to keyboard), please know that your Bulletin
is here to help you raise your voice.
--Rick Pressler
In response to a question about the fiscal impact of the
changes on utility ratepayers, Councilman Joe Trammell,
chairman of the Utilities committee, said that he was “cautiously optimistic” that utility rates will not change. Mr.
Trammell had previously reported that the new operators
would be providing required laboratory tests at lower cost
than the Borough is currently paying.
At the previous meeting of May 14, there had been discussion of the necessity for the Council to go into executive
session to discuss the proposed contracts with the two
companies. Councilwoman Maureen Parrott expressed her
view that members of the public should have the opportunity to review the draft contracts and express their views
Continued on Page 3
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Welcome to the 41st edition of the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin. There will be
ten issues running from September through July. We will not publish in January
and August.
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin Submission Process
The Bulletin welcomes submissions for news items, information of local
interest, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual arts. We ask all contributors to
adhere to the following submission guidelines:
• Send your submission to the email rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.
com. For short messages, you can also use the contact form on our web site,
which will go to the same address.
• Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text within the body of your email.
• Please limit your letters to 500 words (about one page in MS Word). We will
edit letters for length when necessary. Longer letters may be published in full
on the Bulletin web site.
• Please include images as separate files. If you have multiple files, please put
them into a zip file, if possible. Please submit only JPEG images.
• The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month prior to publication
(e.g., January 15 for the February issue). Submissions received after the 15th
will normally be printed in the issue following the one currently in production.
(So, for example, a submission received on January 16th would be printed in
March.)
• Most submissions will also be added to the Bulletin web site. Allow up to
one week for submissions to appear online after publication of the print edition.
• Please name your files with your last name, or the name of your organization, and the month.
It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing, whenever possible. When this is necessary, the revised version should be clearly named as a
revision.
The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the
Bulletin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical
issues. And it is impressive that Roosevelt has supported this publication for
so many decades by contributing both financially and intellectually. We are
committed to providing you with the best publication possible—your support
of our submission guidelines will enable our volunteers to most effectively meet
that goal.
The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients,
the cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs may
be sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712
SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shopping to ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service.
If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give
them your name, address, and the town you are from, and where you wish to go.
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Borough Council Report
Continued from Page 1

before the contract was in its final
form. The Council nonetheless voted,
over Ms. Parrott’s objection, to go
into executive session to discuss the
contracts. Borough Attorney Greg
Cannon advised that State law allows
governing bodies to go into executive
session to discuss pending contracts in
order to protect the public by not giving the other party to the contract information concerning the negotiating
strategy of the governing body. Full
texts of both contracts were included
in the meeting packets made available to anyone present at the May 29
Council meeting and posted on the
municipal website, www.rooseveltnj.us
At the May 29 meeting, Mayor Peggy
Malkin issued a proclamation declaring the first Friday in June, which is
June 1 this year, to be National Gun
Awareness Day in the Borough of
Roosevelt. The proclamation encourages all citizens to support community
efforts to prevent the tragic effects of
gun violence and to honor and value
human lives, and also calls for the
wearing of orange—a safety color
worn by hunters and others--on June
1, to “symbolize the value of human
life.” The proclamation pledges renewed efforts to reduce gun violence,
encourage responsible gun ownership
and keep firearms out of the wrong
hands. The proclamation was issued
in response to a request from an
organization called Moms Demand

Action for Gun Sense in America,
www.momsdemandaction.org., which
was established in response to the
massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Connecticut and is part of
Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest
gun violence prevention organization
in the country. Monmouth County
Group Leader Theresa Turner spoke
to the Council and thanked Mayor
Malkin for the proclamation.
Also at the May 29 meeting, the Council proposed an ordinance allowing an
increase of up to 3.5% over the prior
year’s appropriations and establishing
a cap bank. This is done every year,
even though taxes are generally not
increased in the amount allowed, in
order to give the Borough the fiscal
ability to deal with unexpected costs,
such as having to defend a lawsuit. A
public hearing and vote on final
adoption will be held at the June 11
Council meeting. The Council also
adopted resolutions to pay bills, to
authorize temporary appropriations
(necessary because the budget has not
yet been adopted) and to introduce
the 2018 budget. A public hearing and
vote on adoption of the budget will be
held at a Council meeting on Tuesday,
June 26.

for supervisors and counselors at
the Roosevelt Community Summer
Camp. A public hearing and vote on
final adoption will be held at the June
11 Council meeting; (2) A letter from
Borough Engineer Carmela Roberts
was entered into the record in which
she presented information concerning
measures being taken to comply with
orders from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
requiring installation of a post-disinfection system in the water plant,
repairs to a discharge pipe at the water
tower and removal of accumulated
iron sludge in the aerator and settling
tank; (3) Adoption of resolutions to
pay bills, to certify compliance with
US Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission rules concerning consideration of arrest and conviction
records, to refund fees paid for main
sewer cleaning by a homeowner in
a case where the problem was on
municipal property and appointing
Public Works Employee Gregg Possiel
and Borough Clerk Kathleen Hart
as Roosevelt’s Commissioner and
Alternate Commissioner, respectively, for the Monmouth County Joint
Insurance Fund, which is Roosevelt’s
insuror.

The following additional actions
took place at the May 14 meeting:
(1) The Council proposed an ordinance defining hourly wage ranges
THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN

is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents. We look forward to and appreciate
contributions which are very much needed to keep our publication going.
Contributions are tax deductible
PLEASE NOTE: Due to postal regulations we can only ask for “donations” rather than “subscriptions”
from out-of-towners who wish to receive the BULLETIN.
We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we receive their contributions
which, of course, can be for the same amount (or more) as in the past.
In order to save on postage, we would encourage non-residents who have computers
to subscribe to the Bulletin online at www.boroughbulletin.org in lieu of receiving a paper copy.
Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bulletin,
are still very much welcome, since we could not publish without your support.

PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
Please send contributions to:
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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A M E R I C A N L I F E I N P O E T RY: C O LUM N 6 8 7

By Ted Kooser,
U.S. Poet Laureate

I’m writing this column in the earliest days of another spring, and here’s a fine spring poem from
Rose King’s book Time and Peonies, from Hummingbird Press. The poet lives in California.
In Spring
I’m out with the wheelbarrow mixing mulch.
A mockingbird trills in the pine.
Then, from higher, a buzz, and through patches of blue
as the fog burns off, a small plane pulls a banner,
red letters I can’t read—
but I do see, over the fence,
a man in a sky-blue shirt walking his dog to the beach.
He says he missed it, will keep an eye out.
Four barrows of mulch around the blueberry bushes,
I’m pulling off gloves, and he’s back, beaming.
“It says, I LOVE YOU, MARTHA.
Are you Martha?”
**********************************************
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also supported
by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem copyright 2017 by Rosie King from Time and Peonies,(Hummingbird
Press,2017). Poem reprinted by permission of Rosie King and the publisher. Introduction copyright ©2018 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction’s author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006.

At Sandy Hook
I pick a spot between the lighthouse
& the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge
Next to a piping plover nesting site
The New York skyline shrinks into haze
Smaller than a container ship
Heading back to Japan
Its deck stacked with bright red boxes
Instead of beachcombing
I drowse listening to the surf
Along the bayshore coves ruined gun batteries
Covered by graffiti collapse on the sand
A solitary osprey guards the tidal wetland
Now that the Nike missiles have been hauled off for scrap
Wes Czyzewski
Parking Reminder
Please park your vehicles in the right direction only.
Parking on the wrong side of the street or in the wrong
direction makes your vehicle difficult for oncoming traffic to see, especially in foggy or dark conditions. Vehicles
parked on the wrong side of the street are subject to towing.
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A WAVE OF THE HAND

for David G. Massey

Why I stride into the hospital
confident as light
seems as much an irony and mystery to me
as mutant cells marauding a body
bent on their death.
Yesterday I tried to make
the single coin of light tossed to me by one leaf
from a bank of weeds
worth a single damn.
And a rustle in the bushes as I pass
means nothing to a walker up cemetery path.
Moving today as if with purpose
through the children’s wing to your bed,
I’m stopped by a stringless harp,
a harp that mocks.
I reach into its emptiness. Notes glitter
like gifts. I hold them
close. Dead space
made alive by one wave of my hand in the air
as if waiting done, meaning come.
--David Sten Herrstrom

By Steve Taylor

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Serviceberries
Continuing our series of articles
highlighting the native species that
we need to encourage, this month
we spotlight Serviceberries.
Serviceberries go by a variety of
names, perhaps the most recognizable is Shadbush, since their
blooming signals the shad run.
There are many species native to
North America. In spite of their
names, at least three are found in
New Jersey: Common Serviceberry
(Amelanchier arborea), Canadian Serviceberry (Amelanchier
canadensis), Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis). There

are a few Serviceberry varieties growing in Roosevelt’s woodlands.
These small trees (6-40’) are native to eastern
US and Canada. Like apples, Serviceberries
are members of the rose family. Serviceberries
produce little tiny “apples”. They are reported to
be very tasty, but I cannot confirm that. Native
Americans used Serviceberries to make their
pemmican and in breads. One should only eat
fruit from plants purchased from reputable sources to avoid identification
errors. George Washington reportedly planted Serviceberries at Mount
Vernon. In the early spring (late April – early May in Roosevelt), clusters
of one-inch white flowers appear before the leaves unfurl. The fruit ripens
in June or July. These natives provide food for birds and bees. When you
are driving around, you can see a field planted with rows of Serviceberries
in the southeast corner at traffic light intersection of Windsor-Perrineville
Road and Hightstown-Allentown Road. There are a number of varieties
available at local garden centers. If you need a small tree for a sunny spot,
think about Serviceberries.
Serviceberries
http://www.beeculture.com/native-serviceberries/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amelanchier
Canadian Serviceberry
http://www.jerseyyards.org/plant/amelanchier-canadensis/
Allegheny Serviceberry
http://www.jerseyyards.org/plant/amelanchier-laevis/

Borough of Roosevelt
Environmental Commission

Calling all Roosevelt Citizen Scientists
Now, more than ever, it is important that we gather and evaluate scientific data from our local environment. In 2018 we will continue monitoring the health of our streams that began last year. We
will start with a refresher training on doing a biological assessment and then we will go into the field
to collect and then categorize and count macroinvertebrates. These critters will give us information
about the health of our streams. We especially encourage middle school, high school and college students to join us.
Tentative date is Saturday, June 23rd
Final schedule will be posted on the Borough’s website and at the P.O.
If you are interested in participating, please email the Invasive Species Committee, which is assisting
with registration, rooseveltinvasive@outlook.com.
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Travelling without travelling
for JM
I spoke and saw
a path leading past words
Then I talked and saw
myself in my words
And the words took on colors
My colors!
Dark green and lapus lazuli and yellow
All the iridescent colors of puddles!

(which were mostly
maroon and orange and mauve)
And that’s the way it went
from one town to another
and later in the Big City
too
Yes later in the city
it went the same way

And the puddles tugged at my elbow
as I followed them into a glen
inside a green wood where
I lay down my head and my body
alongside a river
where a hermit was sitting scribbling

And whenever we left a town
we said Goodbye!
Fare thee well!
Arrivederci!
and Do widzenia!
Take it easy!
And See you later!
And then walked
down the road
propelled by words and our new wisdom
like medieval minstrels
carrying our lutes and crumhorns and timbrels

And in the morning when I rose
my mother started talking words
as pungent as radishes and salt and coffee
and then they started walking me
the words did
down that Old Open Road
which was actually no road at all
but just more sounds and songs
It was awesome!
They were amazing!
And so unanticipated
the soles on the bottom of my feet
cried out loud for all and me to hear:
Walking and talking are like travelling without travelling!
And when we reached a town
all the townspeople came out
of their houses
and wanted to know where we’d been
and we told them
And they in turn told us
the many sparkling mundane details of their daily lives
And as they talked
they looked up in the air
at their own rising words and colors and songs

Just sauntering from town to town
and at other times we rode in a wagon
with our feet dangling
over a tailgate rattling
with little among us
but our ways
and our wits
and our words
Words unearthed and words bracketed like the first
objects
and others strung together or interwoven
in intricate patterns
So many words spilling over
like wheat pouring from small rips in gunnysacks
And we carried smaller sacks too
some filled with bread
and others with red wine
and others with sweet potatoes.
--Ron Kostar

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
24-Hour Hotline - 1-877-WARNDEP or 1-877-927-6337
For reporting spills, hazardous discharges, and other environmental emergencies.
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Breath

It lasted so long--the long, long, long silence of winter.
Wordless snow fell and snow fell and snow fell and snow.
In dark nights, wind storms took our weaker trees.
We clung to each other.
At times, powerless, we lit a small fire in a cold lone sentence of a dark house.
begins Spring
laboring bees insistence
waters’ endless trilling
quick-change finches yellowing in sweetgums ardent robins’ short runs for worms oak leaves the size of a
mouse’s ear proud bulls’ twitching flanks tulip poplars suborning the succulence of morels
Dry broomsedge still carries a few silk stars.
Anew the redbud’s grand head of hair blooms.
columbine
golden groundsel
blue bells’ loud lavender
ferns’ first croziers unfurl
Today, I awake without fears,
scrambling for a pencil, and
scribbling at first rosy light.
			
for Mary with love
			1 May 2018
			Roosevelt

In the Tetons
We were the last float trip
On the Snake River that season

-- Rod Tulloss

SIGN UP FOR CodeRED!!
STAY SAFE!
STAY INFORMED!
RECEIVE EMERGENCY NOTIFICATIONS
FROM THE BOROUGH.
HAVE THE NOTIFICATIONS GO TO YOUR
LANDLINE, OR CELL, OR BOTH!

The flow was down to beaver speed
As we huddled in black ponchos
Beneath jagged glaciered peaks
A Chicago couple
An Israeli family
And standing at the oars a guide
To whom we’d just signed our lives away
While the sky darkened through ten miles of drizzle
And with the promise of there being no return

SIGN UP BY GOING TO
www.rooseveltnj.us

--Wes Czyzewski
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CAMP ROOSEVELT
COMMUNITY –
FRIENDSHIP – RESPECT

Calling all Roosevelt
Community Members!
Do you have a skill or talent
you would like to share with
the children of the
community?
This summer, camp is back in
Roosevelt! We are excited that
this year Camp Roosevelt will
be bringing a newfound emphasis to the history, culture,
and skills that this unique
town has to offer.
If you have a talent, a skill, a
story, an idea, or just something you feel would be valuable to share with your future
community leaders we would
love to hear about it.
Please contact Camp directors
Larisa Bondy and Gus Vuolle
at
CampRvelt@gmail.com

Borough of Roosevelt
PO Box 128
Roosevelt New Jersey 08555
Phone: 609 448 0539
Fax: 609 448 8716
recreation@rooseveltnj.us

Camp Roosevelt

(For children entering 1st grade through 7th grade)

“Community-Friendship-Respect”
The Borough of Roosevelt is proud to offer Camp Roosevelt, led daily by Larisa Bondy and Gus Vuolle. The camp is based on the motto
“Community – Friendship – Respect.” This program will offer traditional camp activities such as sports, games, arts and crafts, trips and
special themed events, but with an additional emphasis on community based activities, outdoor skill building and exploration.
The program will run for six (6) weeks from Monday, July 9 – Friday,
August 17 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The cost of the program is $450
per child. An After Camp program also will be available from 1:00
PM to 5:00 PM at an additional cost of $290 dollars per child. A few
short bus trips are being planned which may require an additional
fee. A camp calendar will be provided on the first day of the program.
A $100 deposit is due for Camp Roosevelt and a $50 deposit is due
for After Camp upon registration, with the balance due by June 22.
This is not an additional registration fee. The deposit simply assures
us the amount of children attending for proper planning. Deposits
will be refunded only if the program is canceled. We will only offer
the program if enough children register. A parent/guardian packet
of information will be available in June and must be completed and
returned on the first day your child attends the program.
Registration forms are available at Borough Hall. For any questions
leave a phone message for Eric Schubager, the recreation director, at
Borough Hall (609-448 0539), or contact Larisa Bondy at
Larisabondy@verizon.net.

Scholarships Available for Roosevelt Summer Camp
There are three, $100 scholarships available from the Sarah Tulloss Memorial Fund to
support children attending the Roosevelt Summer Camp. Sarah loved attending summer
camp – doing crafts, playing games and swimming (back in the day there was swimming).
If you are interested and have a financial need, please send us a brief note to P. O. Box 57,
Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Mary & Rod Tulloss
June 2018 • w w w . r o o s e v e l t b o r o u g h b u l l e t i n . o r g 9

Poetry by students from Ms. Gazzani’s third grade class.

Golden smells like money for me
Golden feels like the joy of being rich
Golden looks like the reward received from the tooth fairy
Golden is the top of the New Jersey capital building
Golden sounds like joyous laughter
Golden tastes like the wonder of joy
Golden is the color of Hershey’s peanut buttery golden chocolate
Golden is the smooth taste of peanut butter

Purple
Purple is a flower petal.
Purple sounds like royal wedding music.
Purple tastes like grapes.
Purple smells like grape soda.
Purple is like the sky at night.
Purple looks like the sky at night.
Purple looks like a color of the sunset.
Purple is like beautifulness.
Purple is the favorite color of my mom and I.

-- Connor Suk

-- Zelda Marie Madrigal

Golden

Green
Green is the soft grass blanket across the soil.
Green sounds like the wind sighing a big sigh of relief, blowing all
the leaves across the sky.
Green smells like the soothing spray that calms my face with essence.
Green looks like a mountain of nature right before my eyes.
Green makes me feel like I rolled in four-leaf-clovers making me feel
like the luckiest person in the world.
Green taste like the delectably sweet melon I ate for breakfast.
Green is the vegetables that get me going through the day.
Green is the birth of spring coming our way.
Green is the beautiful outdoor nature all around me.
-- Amelie Petrillo
Red
Red is the gift I receive on Valentine’s Day
Red smells like the beautiful rose outside my door
Red feel a moment of love
Red looks like beauty raining down on me
Red sounds like my heart thumping
after I ran a 5K
Red tastes like the kiss my mom gives before it’s
time to go to sleep
Red is when all my family members gather at
Thanksgiving dinner
--Helena LeCompte
1 0 B u l l e t i n • June 2018

Blue
Blue is the relaxing waves
Blue smells like a raindrop coming from the clouds
Blue makes me feel relaxed
Blue sounds like rain hitting the pool
Blue tastes like a cold glass of water
Blue looks like a cool, salty ocean
Blue is a tasty Gatorade drink
Blue is the color of water.
-- Maximilian Schembry

Coffee with the Principal
On Wednesday May 9th, RPS held its first “Coffee with the Principal.” Mrs. Cohen invited Dr. Carol Funk, RPS
School Psychologist, to speak with parents about how to help children through crises in what she termed, “uncertain times.”
Dr. Funk’s presentation included insights about the nature of stress, natural causes of trauma, problematic stress
responses, and tips to enable parents to help their children get through critical situations and stressful or traumatic circumstances.
Mrs. Cohen is hoping to host more of these” judgment free” forums where parents can openly exchange their
questions and ideas about raising children.

Roosevelt Student Wins Mascot Contest
from FC Monmouth web site
During halftime of our home opener we announced the winner of the FC
Monmouth Mascot Contest. After weeks of hard work by students and teachers, we selected the best ideas and had the Monmouth County community vote
their favorite mascot for FC Monmouth. After more than 2,000 (!) votes from
different people, we selected the best mascot that was voted for and represented
both Monmouth County and our team.
Four students braved the weather with their families. Aryanna Lake (Taylor
Mills School, Manalapan, Art Teacher Allison Tumminia) who designed the
Wolves together with Aidan Spezio, Olivia Covert (Lillian Drive Elementary, Hazlet, Art Teacher Stephanie Marino) creator
of the Dolphins, Helena LeCompte (Roosevelt Public School,
Art Teacher Wendy Witlieb) designer of the Raptors, and
WILDING SPRING
Henry Bird (Rumson Country Day School, Art Teachers Melissa Petersen and Sara McDermott) who came up with the, on
social media popular, The Blu Wave.
In the end it was Helena LeCompte winning the FC
Monmouth Mascot Contest! Very exciting for her, her family, Art Teacher Wendy Witlieb, and Principal Mary Robinson Cohen of the Roosevelt Public School.
Raptors are birds of prey, covering anything ranging from
Eagles to Hawks and Ospreys to Owls, all animals that live and
are often spotted in Monmouth County. They are also powerful but smart, beautiful
but very focused and
ruthless, and on a mission
to take what they believe
is theirs. That combined
with the pretty colorful
blue and yellow design
with the soccer ball made
it the most popular mascot
for FC Monmouth. We’ll
work with Helena to make
good use of the Raptors
mascot idea next season!
Helena LeCompte with two of her favorite FC Monmouth players John Antunes
and Zachary Pereira

A nest of sunlight where fence meets fence at dawn
Where I pick things up and put things down.
Grazing with a beautiful, mute fawn
You kiss the cup for what it can contain.
The poet and the programmer on the lawn
Making virtual origami and friends with error.
Struck by a clanging sun outside our town
Who will love the sweet dumb things of the world?
That cunning singer David put down his crown
And buck naked in the dust road danced.

--David Sten Herrstrom
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By Al Hepner

TRAVELS
Travels: Part 4: The WHO Worker
As my niece Bella says to her grandchild uncovering her hidden face
“Coucou, I’m here.” Although I’m writing this on February 2nd, I’ll chronicle this fantastic experience starting
with the first full day in Livingstone,
Zambia, where I was being picked up
to go on a camping trip in the jungle of
Botswanna and Namibia.
This was the first time I remember
feeling some angst. I’d traveled all over
the northern hemisphere and doubtless felt some apprehension going to
new continents, but Africa had never
been in my sights. Although I suppose
Morocco was a place I sometimes
contemplated going to, first because
my Belgian family had mentioned
several times that Marakesh was a neat
vacation place to visit.
But the more intriguing reason was
that at the end of WWII, I was on my
eleven-year-old knees shooting marbles on the Boulevard de la Revision,
in Brussels. An old man (from my
eleven-year-old perspective all people
were old) asked one of my opponents
if he knew a Hepner. As I peered up,
my marble missed the other marble,
and I saw what seemed to be the oldest
man I’d ever seen. I’d never seen such
a sharply featured nose over such a
strong chin, with clasped lips surrounded by more wrinkles than any
face deserves.
I forgave his looks when he repeated my full name as though he’d just
remembered it, “Albert Hepner, I’m
his cousin.” A third marbles player
pointed to me and yelled “Albert” as
though I hadn’t heard this extremely tall stranger. Historically to that
1946-point, European Jews had not
been tall; my father at 5’10” had been
the tallest of his friends. This man was
over six feet tall.
I shyly rose and softly told him I was
Albert. As he put his hand on my
shoulder he said,” I’m your cousin
Shmiel Hershman. Where do you, Max
and Mirche live?” That clintched it.
1 2 B u l l e t i n • June 2018

Not that at that age I knew not to bring likely in her sixties, sat across from me
as though we were in a public cafetestrangers home, but very few people
ria. She began speaking as though we
knew our names like that.
were finishing a conversation we had
After I brought him home and my
had at lunch. It was refreshing that I
mother and he cried incessantly with
neither thought she was hitting on me
delight at having rediscovered each
nor that I was so lonely that I was glad
other alive, she on his chest, he on her
someone spoke to me. Her matter-ofhead, he told us that he and his family
fact approach helped me forget that I
had survived the war by hiding in
was going to be alone. She began by
Morroco. Which was the only reaspeaking about her work day. By God,
son I’d have thought of ever going to
she wasn’t in the middle of the ZambiMorroco.
an jungle to have fun; this was a work
Back in Zambia, the jungle sights
day for her. Wasn’t everyone in Zamsurrounding the hotel were left as
bia there to visit the jungle? I thought
they were, but they had carved out a
everyone that was lingering around
modest hotel that looked as though it
the gentle tables gawking at the white
had always been there. The lake/river
monkeys playing in the tree above
and tranquility of the place, as strange
must be a visitor. I asked her what she
as they felt to me, were exhilirating
did. The woman was a WHO (World
as a quiet place can be—once I had
calmed down about the prospect of the Health Organization) worker. I felt as
if I had been dropped with a parachute
camping trip. Reading helped me calm
into a world I’d only read about. I
down.
thought how sophisticated and adult I
At the end of the day when sunset
was to have translated the acronym.
descended, I discovered that there
Her name was Judem, and she was a
was an Internet cafe. It was important
consultant psychologist who interfor me to keep in touch, not because
viewed people who were suffering
of loneliness as much as uncertainty.
from HIV-Aids to discover whether
I was having a drink while waiting
the system in place was working.
for dinner. I wondered what it would
Her deliberate answer to my questaste like, and whether I’d be able to
tion about how it was working was
eat it. It’s peculiar how a strange place
too clinical, as though rehearsed for
makes us think that the food will also
be strange. I guess that is a result of the people whose business it wasn’t. She
was from Cape Town, South Africa,
ludicrous notion that you are what you
working in Zambia and Zimbabwe,
eat. It was as though the people give
which I hadn’t realized was right
birth to the place rather than the other
across the very river we were sitting
way around.
next to. She oversaw much of the
I was trying to familiarize myself with
Continued on Page 13
my environment because
I planned to spend a week
there after the jungle
safari. It struck me for the
first time that I was going
to not only be alone but
feel alone.
The drink and the prospect of writing about the
whole journey made the
early evening approachable. Suddenly, a woman,
Al Erecting Tent
Picture by Heather Anne Cunningham

Continued from Page 12

south of Africa and spoke of it with
great ease and facility. She didn’t feel
overburdened, which I had suggested.
Instead of answering my queries, she
demured and sounded very familiar
with the area as she gave me several
tips: such as the wall curtain behind
my bed in my room was a net to be
used over me while I slept to keep the
mosquitoes away. She recommended

that I eat simply and get used to bottled water. It reminded me of the very
first time I’d been in London at Herald
Square. I’d stopped for seemingly five
seconds, when a man in a bowl hat,
tipped it and asked if I was lost and if
he could help. It’s so reassuring when
you’re traveling. Even if you’re not lost
and don’t really need help, it feels as if
you’ll never get lost and it’s welcom-

ing. I left for my room feeling reassured that my stay in Zambia would
work out very well.
The bulb in my room wasn’t working:
so much for very well. So, no reading.
I slept well for six hours under the
net. The only other time I’d ever seen
anyone sleep under a net was probably
Ava Gardner and Errol Flynn. It felt
elegant. This was only the first night.

Perusing the Day’s Received E-mail Subject Headings: (a Found Poem)

INTERLUDE

What a day!
Question for You
Arts Funding – What’s Next?
Just wondering
What a day! (kidney transplant updates)
Official details on Arts Funding Released
The third time is not a charm…
Your knee doctor…
Do you happen to have a chainsaw?
Driving directions to your new place
New + Now – Matisse & Membership
Why?
Suggestions for Jewish songs for Sing-Along
Congrats on your film being accepted!
Lunch outing this Friday?
Info on lawmakers’ addresses
Music tonight around 7?
Possible gig spots
My website is launched!
A Significant Step Forward
Macaroon recipe from Aunt Jane
Thank you for a lovely day!
BON VOYAGE

After a visit with my friend Nancy,
I don’t get much done the rest of the day.
I come home and sit in my chair
Not even really looking out the window.
Certain thoughts repeat themselves;
I am not a refugee. I am not homeless.
I am not dying slowly of something
Incurable. For this, I give thanks.
And yet I stare, fixated on nothing
But anger and sadness, the two –
A screech and a thud – jostling
For a place to call home,
And Nancy lies there, neck brace,
Feeding tube, and now oxygen.
In her room, I play a few standards
On a three-octave digital piano,
And Nancy sings along. Her mother
Is seated bedside, and she too,
Sings along, moving to the rhythm.
I play “I’ve Grown Accustomed to her Face,”
And at the line, “like breathing in
And breathing out,” I smile a little,
While the oxygen machine whirs on.
Later, her mother thanks me,
With a gracious smile and light
In her eyes. I’m guessing she’s eighty.
“Thank you,” she says, “for the interlude.”
She reaches out her hand.
I hold it a while, knowing
We both need something
To hold onto.

--Judith McNally

--Judith McNally 2017
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Contributors to the Bulletin 2017/2018
Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.
Mary & Carlo Alfare
James Alt & Susan Schwartz
Sam & Nicole Ashburner
Robin & Robert Axel
Helen Barth
Elsbeth Battel
Richard & Janet Bernardin
Bruce & Irene Block
Karen & Marvin Block
Linda Block
Charlotte Bondy
Bondy/Vuolle Family
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna
Jacqueline Carpenter
Susan & Robert Cayne
Maureen & Bob Clark
Keith & Patricia Clayton
Dina Coe & Greg McGrath
William and
June Counterman
Paul & Elise Cousineau
Marie DelPiano
Margaret Deuchar
Kay Drury
Frances Duckett
Virginia Edwards
Bert & Shan Ellentuck
Lou & Irma Esakoff
Bob and Ellen Francis
Richard & Heather Giske
Judith Goetzmann
Jay & Ann Goldman
Eitan & Karen Grunwald
Michael & Nancy Hamilton
Tim & Lorraine Hartley
Anne Hayden

Al Hepner
Constance &
David Herrstrom
Len & Michele Hillis
Daniel Hoffman &
Assenka Oksiloff
David & Louise Hoffman
Gail Hunton &
Wes Czyzewski
Cynthia Imbrie
Michelle & Rick Jaeger
Sheila & Phil Jaeger
Henry and Kathleen
John-Alder
Anna & Ben Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Susan Jones
Ingrid Jordan
Bahiru & Ann Kassahun
Doreen Kirchner
Lynn Lawson
LeCompte family
David & Joanna Leff
Jill Lipoti & Brad Garton
Claudia Luongo &
Ken Maffeo
Steven & Mary Macher
Alan Mallach & Robin Gould
Pamela Masiello
Julia & James McArdle
Geraldine Millar
Ed & Rose Murphy
Nicholas Murray &
Katharine Anatale
Teri Nachtman
Lian Neeman

Allen Newrath
The Ng Family
June Ord
Maureen Parrott
Parsons family
Bob & Alison Petrilla
Petrillo family
Gregg and Elizabeth Possiel
Richard & Hope Pressler
Steve & Peggy Ring
Patricia Roberts
Roosevelt Arts Project
Merle & Irv Rose
Kirk & Jane Rothfuss
Helen Seitz
Jonathan & Jean Shahn
Ellen & Sandy Silverman
Shirley Sokolow
Cornelia Spoor
Michael & Linda Szewczyk
Emily & Steve Taylor
Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Joseph Trammell
Mary & Rod Tulloss
Sharon & Andrew Unger
Elinor Wallner
Natalie Warner
Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Carol Watchler
Bob & Judy Weinberg
Frank Wiesinger &
Theresa Secks
Zahora family
Gail Zelenak
Mark & Judith Zuckerman
Gerben & Jennifer Zylstra

Help us to fill up this page.
Thank you for your generosity!
Send in a contribution today.
Please send contributions to:
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.
P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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BUSINESS SPONSORS
The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the
immediate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and
are tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month
References Available. Fully Insured,
AUTOMOBILE SERVICING
GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Free Estimates, Certified Contractor.
Age 7 & up
COMPACT KARS
10% Senior Citizen Discount 448-2180
David Brahinsky: 443-1898
3 Trenton Lakewood Road,
N.J. Lic. #13VH01307200
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING
Clarksburg, NJ 08510
EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision
We’ve got your entire floor covering
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars
needs
LESSONS IN PIANO, KEYBOARD
609-259-6373
**WOOD**VINYL**TILE**CERAMIC**
AND MUSIC PRODUCTION
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs
Live music for all occasions.
LANE TIRE CENTER
East Windsor - 609-443-6999
Gabriel Saks (929) 500-6721
Complete Auto Care Center
All Work Guaranteed/Foreign &
ARTHUR R. STINSON
PERSONAL CARE
Domestic
CONSTRUCTION
387 Mercer St., Hightstown
Since 1982 Specializing in Home
TAI CHI CLASSES
448-9500
Addition, Bathrooms & Kitchens &
Roosevelt Boro Hall
Finished Basements
Tuesday 11:00 - 12:00
PET PLEASERS
Brick & Concrete Patios-Stamped
Wednesday 9:30 am – 11 am
Dog Training Services
Concrete
Thursday 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Certified Dog Trainer
Energy-Saving Windows & Doors
June Counterman 609-448-3182
Pet Sitter
Ceramic Tile
MATH TUTORING
Boarding & Grooming
Free Estimates State License
609-426-4209
448-0154
#13VH00923900
ROOSEVELT STUDENTS:
Fax
448-1122
Fully
Insured
Elementary through College
Paw Prince Petsitting
Do you occasionally need help with math
Dog walking
DR.K’s DESIGNSCAPES INC.
homework or help preparing for a test?
Boarding
P.O. Box 516, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.S. Teacher)
Home Visits
(609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085
for appt.: 609-448-5096
www.facebook.com/tashaspawprince
www.drksdesignscapes.com
Tutoring provided at no charge
(908) 809-2888
Fully Insured & Licensed
in loving memory of Sarah Tulloss.
Craig Kaufman, President
MENDIES FAMILY FARM
Rutgers Landscape Architecture
HOME IMPROVEMENT
65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt
Graduate
CONSTRUCTION, ET AL
Year-Round Farming
Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Community-Supported Agriculture(CSA)
Complete Lawn and Tree Services
Youri Nazarov Complete
Spring/Summer/Winter CSA memberships
Designs / Planting Plans / Lighting
Home Remodeling
(609)-820-8809 • www.mendiesfarm.com
Spring & Fall Clean-Up
609-443-3388
Mulch / Stone / Top Soil
Pamela J. Masiello Bookkeeping
Long term contractor with Twin Rivers
Gutter Clean-Out / Power Washing
P.O. Box 37
Association. A resident of Roosevelt
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining
Roosevelt, NJ 08855
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, floorWalls / Concrete Staining / Sealing
828.423.7882
ing, interior doors, painting, architectual
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
pmkreationstation7@gmail.com
moldings and so much more.
Fencing / Fire Wood
Quickbooks, Excel, Word, Google Drive,
Free estimates. Licensed and insured.
Dropbox, etc.
ALLEN’S TREE SERVICE
Grant Reporting, Budgeting, Expensing
GREG DEFOE
118 Trenton - Lakewood Rd
Your office or mine
Handyman Service
Millstone Township, NJ 08510
Interior/Exterior Painting
(609) 259-8668
THE ADLERMAN AGENCY,
Complete home repairs and renovations
allenstreeservicenj.com
INSURORS
Fully insured
Mon-Sun 8:00am - 8:00pm
Handling houses in Roosevelt on every
PROMPT RESPONSE GUARANTEED
NJ certified tree experts #515
street in town since the early 1940s.
80 Pine Drive, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
We Guarantee NO Lawn Damage!
317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., NJ
609-448-4883 cell: 609-577-4081
Comprehensive tree and shrub services
08831 | (609) 655-7788
gdefoe123@verizon.net
Emergency service available
Mel A. Adlerman CLU, CPIA
Call us for an initial consultation and
HAGUE HEATING & COOLING LLC
free, no-obligation estimate
MUSIC
For all your Heating &
Air Conditioning needs
TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE
DELTA NOIR
Family owned and operated
A band playing early jazz and blues and
Pruning * Shaping * Tree Removal *
Over 30 years in the business
gypsy swing. Ron Kostar on clarinet and
Lots Cleared * Mulch * Snow Removal
NJ LIC.# 19HC00144600
vocal; Robert Thorn on guitar and vocals;
* Stump Grinding * Hedge Trimming *
Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908
Ron Villegas on guitar; Henry Dale on
Firewood
stand-up bass. See us on Facebook: www.
John (609) 918-1668 		
MICHAEL D. PRYZCHOCKI,
facebook.com/deltanoir. Available for
Insured Quality Work
GENERAL CONTRACTOR, INC.
parties and other occasions.
www.timberwolftreeservice.com
Small Job to Total Construction.
Roofing, Additions.
Renovations – Bathroom, Kitchens,
Remodeling – Major and Minor Repairs.
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JULY

JUNE
5

Tues. 12:30 pm

5-6
6

Senior Citizens Meeting,
Borough Hall
Roosevelt Public School
Early Dismissal

Wed. 7:00 pm Planning Board
Borough Hall

11 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,
Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor
13 Weds.

Recycling Pickup

14 Thurs. Evening Roosevelt Public School Graduation
18-21

Roosevelt Public School
Early Dismissal

19 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,
Business Meeting,
John Vo, President
20 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,
Borough Hall,
22 Thurs.

Roosevelt Public School Early
DismissalLast Day of School!

25 Tues. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor
27 Weds.

Recycling Pickup

28 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,
Ken LeCompte, President

Issue/ Problem
Power outage

CCall
JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage

Road obstruction

Your telephone provider
(phone # is on your bill)
Animal Ctrl: 609-234-4862 or
State Police 609-584-5000
911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down

911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Loose or lost dog

Permit No, 6

3

Tues. 12:30 pm

3

Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board
Borough Hall

4
9

Senior Citizens Meeting,
Borough Hall

Independence Day – State Holiday
Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,
Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor

11 Weds.

Recycling Pickup

17 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,
Business Meeting,
John Vo, President
18 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,
Borough Hall,
23 Tues. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor
25 Weds.

Recycling Pickup

26 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,
Ken LeCompte, President

RECYCLING DATES
June 13, 27
July 11, 25
STATE PERMITS
Wednesdays 1 – 3

ZONING PERMITS
Tuesdays 4 – 5 PM
BOROUGH HOUSING
INSPECTIONS
Tuesdays 5 – 6 PM
Borough Hall

Health Emergency 911
Comcast outage

1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage

(800) 837-4966

Wildlife Issues

877-927-6337

The Roosevelt Board of Education’s website contains complete school
calendar information: www.rps1.org.
Please send notice of your events to the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin at
P.O. Box 221 or email to RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@gmail.com.
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