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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

     The main item of business at the Council meetings 
of both February 8 and 22  was a proposal to amend the 
shared services agreement with the Millstone Fire District 
(MFD) to include basic life support ambulance services,  
as well as fire protection and suppression services.   Due 
to the lengthy public discussion during the three-and-a-
half-hour meeting on February 8, the Council adjourned 
without voting on the proposal. They resumed the discus-
sion, and ultimately voted to approve the proposal, at the 
next meeting on February 22.
     The issue arose because the MFD recently advised the 
Borough that it had expanded its facilities, equipment, per-
sonnel and capabilities to provide basic life support ambu-
lance services, and that it would do so at no additional cost 
to the Borough for the duration of the existing fire services 
contract, which expires on May 21, 2022.
     The Roosevelt First Aid Squad (RFAS), a nonprofit 
organization independent of the Borough, currently uses 
the Borough Hall to garage its equipment and has served 
for many years as the primary ambulance service to the 
Borough. RFAS has historically received financial support 
from the Borough; however, the Borough has more recent-
ly withheld support over a dispute about access to records. 
MFD and other nearby ambulance services have a long 
standing mutual aid agreement that provides service in the 
event that the R S fails to answer a call. RFAS has done 
likewise for neighboring services. 
     Though the decision to have the MFD serve as the first 
ambulance service provider dispatched to any emergencies 
in Roosevelt would not force the RFAS to dissolve itself 

Proposal to Contract with the Millstone Fire District for Basic 
Life Support Ambulance Services Adopted by Council. 
Borough Expects to Receive $82,000 in Aid Under Federal American Rescue Plan Act

by Michael Ticktin

Continued on Page 3

or to lose its equipment (or the right to keep it garaged at 
the Borough Hall), it would have the effect of rendering it 
redundant, since it would no longer receive first aid calls, 
thus calling into question its reason for existing.
     Members and supporters of the RFAS expressed vehe-
ment opposition to the change at both meetings.
A major subject of dispute was the percentage of calls to 
which the RFAS responded.   Mayor Malkin cited numer-
ous complaints that the Council had received of instances 
of failure to respond, expressing concern that the Borough 
cannot be in a position where people may die because an 
ambulance does not come quickly.  In response, RFAS 
president Neil Marko said that the information she cited 
was not correct and that RFAS did, in fact, have a high-
er response rate than Mayor Malkin had stated, and that 
Monmouth County records supported his position.
     RFAS representatives also told the Council that they 
were in the process of recruiting volunteers.  The Mayor 
and members of the Council responded that the proposed 
change was only for a bit more than a year, and the Council 
would reexamine any options, and any change in circum-
stances, when a decision would have to be made next year 
about renewing the agreement.  The Mayor also noted that, 
as is the case with fire services, anyone wishing to serve 
both Millstone and Roosevelt as a volunteer has the option 
of joining the MFD.  
     At the March 15 meeting, the Council introduced on 
first reading an ordinance incorporating stricter storm-
water management requirements required to comply with 
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   A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Welcome to the 44th edition of the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin. Issues run 
from September through July. We will not publish in January and August.

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin Submission Process 
The Bulletin welcomes submissions for news items, information of local 

interest, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual arts. We ask all contributors to 
adhere to the following submission guidelines:

• Send your submission to the email: 
   rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.  
• Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text with
   in the body of your email. Please do not send PDFs. 
• Please include images as separate files. 
• The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month prior to publication   
  (e.g., January 15 for the February issue). Submissions received after the 15th 
  will normally be printed in the issue following the one currently in 
  production.   
• Most submissions will also be added to the Bulletin web site. Allow up to  
  one week for submissions to appear online after publication of the print 
  edition.
• Please name your files with your last name, or the name of your 
  organization, and the month. 

It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but 
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing, whenever pos-
sible.  When this is necessary, the revised version should be clearly named as a 
revision.

The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the 
Bulletin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical 
issues. And it is impressive that Roosevelt has supported this publication for 
so many decades by contributing both financially and intellectually. We are 
committed to providing you with the best publication possible—your support 
of our submission guidelines will enable our volunteers to most effectively meet 
that goal.

The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors 
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients, 
the cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs may 
be sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712

SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County 
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shop-
ping to ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service. 
   If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give 
them your name, address, and the town you are from, and where you wish to go. 

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin 
is published monthly, except 

August and January by 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  

P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 
08555 
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B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  N E W S
Continued from Page 1

rules of the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection.  Second reading and a public hearing on the 
proposed ordinance will be held at the April 19 Coun-
cil meeting. (Note: The proposed ordinance was passed 
on second reading at the April 19 meeting and is now in 
effect.)
    Also at the March 15 meeting, Mayor Malkin announced 
that she had received notice that the Borough would receive 
$82,000 as its share of the funds allocated to New Jersey 

municipalities under the $1.9 trillion American Rescue 
Plan Act recently approved by the Congress and signed 
into law by President Biden.   Councilman Mike Hamilton 
reported that he had participated in a webinar regarding 
this municipal aid and it was his understanding that funds 
could be used to pay for municipal utility repairs that would 
otherwise necessitate rate increases.  Councilman Hamilton 
also indicated that he would investigate the possibility that 
the Borough might obtain additional funding for necessary 
work on the utility systems..
 

 Roosevelt Adventure Camp in 2021!
Roosevelt Adventure Camp is back in 2021 through the Leadership 
Learning Classroom. We are so excited for another summer outside ex-
ploring all of the beautiful trails, lakes, parks, streams, and forests of our 
amazing community.  Contact us to register today! 
What?         Bike Rides, Trail Walks, Kayak Explorations, Outdoor Skill 
  Development, Leadership Skills, Creative Arts, Community Education, 
  Teambuilding Challenges, and Traditional Camp Games led by 
  experienced counselors from your community.
When? Available 6 weeks: July 5th-August 13th, Monday- Friday
  Mornings 9AM-1PM, Afternoons: 12-PM-4P 
  Flexible Hours and Weekly Commitments Available     
  (Inquire about full-day and individual group opportunities)
Who?  Students entering 1st-9th Grade from Roosevelt AND 
  the surrounding communities
Where?       Rotating Locations around Roosevelt and the Assunpink Wildlife  
  Management Area

Inquire for registration, more details, and pricing information at the contacts below  
Gus@leadershiplearningclassroom.com  (609)-462-3041

THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN 
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents.  We look forward to and appreciate contributions which are very much 

needed to keep our publication going. Contributions are tax deductible
PLEASE NOTE: Due to postal regulations we can only ask for “donations” rather than “subscriptions” from  out-of-towners 

who wish to receive the BULLETIN. 
We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we receive their contributions 

which, of course, can be for the same amount (or more) as in the past.
In order to save on postage, we would encourage non-residents who have computers to subscribe to the Bulletin online at 

www.boroughbulletin.org in lieu of receiving a paper copy.  
Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bulletin,  

are still very much welcome, since we could not publish without your support.
PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

Please send contributions to:  Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 
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   Rockefeller Center is a series of 
buildings situated over 22 acres in 
mid-Manhattan. Its centerpiece, rising 
850 feet into the New York skyline, 
is 30 Rockefeller Center, also known 
as 30 Rock. Constructed in the early 
1930s, it is an Art Deco showcase both 
within and without. Outside, an Art 
Deco bronze statue of Atlas holds up 
the heavens while a large golden statue 
of Prometheus overlooks its world-fa-
mous ice-skating rink. However, its 
most famous artwork can no longer be 
seen, having been destroyed.
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. wanted to 
create a city within a city: a “mecca for 
lovers of art.” To that end, he commis-
sioned scores of sculptors, painters 
and textile workers. He believed in 
the idea of human progress, which he 
supported through his philanthropy 
and how he saw the symbolic value 
of Rockefeller Center. At the time it 
stood taller than most of the New York 
City skyline; nothing stood between 
it and the Empire State Building, built 
around the same time. 
   “New Frontiers’’ was the theme of 
the Center’s artwork. Rockefeller’s 
wife, Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, a 
co-founder of the Museum of Modern 
Art, a patron of the Mexican artist 
Diego Rivera, suggested that Rivera 
be approached to do a mural for the 
lobby. He was asked to produce “Man 
at the Crossroads Looking with Hope 
and High Vision to the Choosing of a 
New and Better Future.” For the work, 
Rivera put together a six-person team 
that included the Social Realist painter 
Ben Shahn, who had impressed Rivera 
because of his paintings of Sacco and 
Vanzetti, two Italian immigrants who 
were executed on trumped-up charges 
due to ethnic and political bigotry. 
Rivera was hired with the knowledge 
of his leftist political views. After they 
fled Stalin, Trotsky and his wife Natalia 
would stay in Mexico City with Rivera 
and his wife, the artist Frida Kahlo.
    Rivera’s original sketch placed a sol-
dier, a worker and a peasant clasping 

hands at the center, representing unity 
within the human spirit facing an 
unknown but hopeful future. What he 
ended up painting evolved far beyond 
the original sketch, to become a highly 
complex mural with social, scientific, 
ethical, economic and political images, 
including those representing commu-
nism. The latter became too much for 
the Rockefellers after Rivera added 
Lenin, and they asked him to remove 
Lenin. In a letter written by Shahn, Ri-
vera responded: “Rather than mutilate 
the conception [of the mural], I shall 
prefer the physical destruction of the 
conception in its entirety, but preserv-
ing, at least, its integrity.” 
The drama carried on for months, 
including public demonstrations, but 
months later the mural was destroyed.
   A FEW years later, Shahn received a 
commission to create a mural for the 
community center of Jersey Home-
steads, New Jersey. Later renamed 
Roosevelt, Jersey Homesteads lies just 
east of Trenton and was established by 
the Resettlement Administration (RA) 
as part of Roosevelt’s New Deal (Exec-
utive Order 7027). The charge of the 
RA was to resettle “destitute or low-in-
come families from rural and urban 
areas” to new communities established 
on cooperative and collective models. 
   Jersey Homesteads was conceived as 
an industrial and agricultural cooper-
ative for unemployed Jewish garment 
workers from crowded conditions in 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. Notes 
from its early town meetings were 
written in Yiddish! Houses were 
built in the simple Bauhaus style on 
half-acre plots of land surrounded 
by shared open space. Conservative 
voices did not approve of the socialist 
leanings of the RA projects, with one 
newspaper headline reading “First 
Communist Town in America Nears 
Completion.”
   Such a nonconformist approach fit 
very well with Shahn’s attitude to-
ward art. In a lecture at Harvard, he 
explained “a want of satisfaction with 

things as they are” propelled artists 
to “become critics of society, and… 
partisans in its burning causes,” as wit-
nessed by the “passionate testament of 
their sympathies as it is written across 
the canvases and walls of the world.” 
   Shahn’s mural in Jersey Homelands 
measures 45 feet (13.7 meters) in 
length and 12 feet (3.7 meters) in 
height. It is a fresco, a technique he 
learned from Rivera, that tells the 
Jewish immigrant story to the United 
States. Like Rivera’s mural in Rockefel-
ler Center, it is divided into sections, 
in this case three sections. 
The left panel includes Sacco and 
Vanzetti lying in their open coffins 
with a Nazi soldier standing behind 
the coffins holding a sign (in Ger-
man): “Germans! Defend Yourselves! 
Don’t shop from Jews!” Below we find 
Shahn’s mother, Gittel, and Albert 
Einstein arriving at Ellis Island. 
The middle panel focuses on the issue 
of worker’s rights. There we see work-
ers in various sweatshops, as well as a 
union leader painted in the likeness 
of John Lewis, president of the CIO; 
and a picket sign with a quote of Lewis 
visible: “One of the great principles for 
which labor and America must stand 
in the future is the right of every man 
and woman to have a job, to earn their 
living if they are willing to work.” Da-
vid Dubinsky, the head of the Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers Union 
is also portrayed. 
The far-right panel focuses on a num-
ber of individuals important to the 
New Deal and the Labor movement, 
surrounding a blueprint of the munic-
ipality. 
   Shahn moved to Jersey Homelands 
in 1939 with his second wife, photo-
journalist Bernarda Bryson, whom he 
met when she came to New York City 
to do a piece on Rivera’s mural. For 
decades, Shahn used his artistic skills 
as social commentary. In that light, 
his work can be seen like that of the 

Ben Shahn, the Rockefellers and a Town Called Roosevelt, New Jersey
By Rabbi Michael M. Cohen from the Jerusalem Post, March 4, 2021

Continued on Page 5
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prophets of the Bible whose primary 
task was to hold a mirror up to society, 
as a tool to motivate all of us to repair 
and improve our world.
   Shahn’s mural is located in the 
Roosevelt Public School. Once trav-
el returns to normal post-COVID, 
prospective visitors can call the school 
at 609-448-2798 to arrange an appoint-
ment to see the mural. 
The writer is rabbi emeritus of the Is-
rael Congregation, Manchester Center, 
Vermont, and a faculty member of 
the Arava Institute for Environmental 
Studies and Bennington College.

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/ben-
shahn-the-rockefellers-and-a-town-
called-roosevelt-new-jersey-660419

Ben Shahn, the Rockefellers and a Town 
Called Roosevelt, New Jersey
Continued from Page 4

American Life in Poetry: Column 825
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE, 2004-2006 

Here, poet Yusef Komunyakaa, who teaches at New York University, shows us a fine 
portrait of the hard life of a worker—in this case, a horse—and, through metaphor, 
the terrible, clumsy beauty of his final moments.

Yellowjackets

When the plowblade struck   

An old stump hiding under   

The soil like a beggar’s   

Rotten tooth, they swarmed up   

& Mister Jackson left the plow   

Wedged like a whaler’s harpoon.   

The horse was midnight   

Against dusk, tethered to somebody’s   

Pocketwatch.  He shivered, but not   

The way women shook their heads   

Before mirrors at the five   

& dime—a deeper connection   

To the low field’s evening star.   

He stood there, in tracechains,   

Lathered in froth, just   

Stopped by a great, goofy   

Calmness. He whinnied   

Once, & then the whole   

Beautiful, blue-black sky   

Fell on his back.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (www.poetryfounda-
tion.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English 
at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2010 by Mo H. Saidi from his 
most recent book of poems, The Color of Faith, Pecan Grove Press, 2010. Poem reprinted by 
permission of Mo H. Saidi and the publisher. Introduction copyright @2021 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006.

Paper Shredding Event 
in Millstone

April 25, 2021, 
9:00am - 1:00 pm

By Ellen Silverman

Dispose of confidential docu-
ments and old files.  Remove 
large binder clips, staples and 
paper clips can remain.  This 
a free service for Monmouth 
County residents, no busi-
ness allowed.  Limited to 100 
pounds, the equivalent of 4 of-
fice paper boxes or 4 large trash 
bags.

April 25, 2021, 4 Red Valley 
Road, Millstone Park, Millstone 
Twp.  9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  The 
event will end early if the truck 
is filled.

Check out my website www.
mcguffsilverman.com for more 
information about my paint-
ings.



E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N By Steve Taylor

     This month’s article highlights 
an invasive species that we need to 
discourage, the Wineberry (Rubus 
phoenicolasius).

    The wineberry was brought to the 
US from Japan and China in ~1890 as 
an ornamental and for use in breed-
ing new bramble varieties with native 
berries.  It escaped.  You can find it 
growing around town.  It is easily rec-
ognized by its abundant bristly hairy 
red thorns along the reddish stems.  

References:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubus_
phoenicolasius

https://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/
plants/shrub/rubpho/all.html

It spreads out from the mother 
plant with arching canes that take 
root where their tips touch the 
ground. The stems resemble those 
of the purple-flowered raspberry 
(Rubus odoratus), native to North 
Jersey, which has hairy red stems 
without thorns and flowers with 
large purple petals.  The wineber-
ry’s flowers are unimpressive.  Its 
leaves are whitish underneath and 
the fruit looks like a typical raspber-
ry, only orange with a hint of red.  
Unlike its raspberry cousins, the 
wineberry fruit grows within a prick-
ly calyx, which opens to reveal the 
fruit when they begin to ripen.  Like 
red and black raspberries; when you 
pick the berries, the core (aka, recep-
tacle) remains on the plant.  

    As with most invasive species, the 
key to control is to catch it early, 
before the plant becomes well 
established.  Short of chemical 
treatments, wineberries can be 
controlled by frequent cutting to 
the ground.  Eventually, they die 
off.  

 Not Raspberries
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Recycling Guide

The Roosevelt Environmental Commission would like to remind our fellow citizens of a few recycling 
tips. All of the following information (and more) can be found in the “Recycling 101” article written by 
Steve Taylor in the March 2019 Bulletin.

Please remember: Do not put items inside of plastic bags in the recycling container; keep them loose. 
Plastic bags can be recycled at local grocery stores.

Please remember: Most clean paper can be put out for recycling

Please remember: Cardboard should be flattened. Packaging tape and staples need to be removed.

Please remember: Mixed paper must be recycled. This includes chipboard (cereal boxes), white/colored 
paper, junk mail, plastic window envelopes, magazines, softcover books, wrapping paper (non-metallic) 
and newspapers (including inserts).
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E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N By Steve Taylor

   Continuing our series of articles 
highlighting the native species that 
we should encourage, this month we 
spotlight Jack-in-the-Pulpit.

   In the damp woods, the Rev Jack 
ministers to the woodland from his 
shady pulpit.  Jack-in-the-Pulpit  
(Arisaema triphyllum) gets its name 

References:

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/
result.php?id_plant=artr

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Arisaema_triphyllum

from the shape of its flower that 
looks like a little fellow in a pulpit 
with a canopy.  Actually, what looks 
like the flower is really not the flow-
er.  It is called a spathe.  The true 
flowers are very small and surround 
the lower portion of the spadix (the 
little fellow standing in the pulpit).  
The plants grow about 12 to 20 
inches tall from a corm.  This cous-
in of the skunk cabbage blooms in 
April or May.  The ‘flowers’ are pale 
green, and on some plants they have 
brownish purple vertical stripes.  I 
have seen plants of both types grow-
ing next to one another.  The plants 
have one and two leaves made up of 
three leaflets.  It is sometimes con-
fused with poison ivy.  At this time 
of year, the plants are just emerging 
form the leaflitter . 

   Please don’t dig plants from the 
woods.  There are online sources for 
the seeds and corms.

Sermons from the Woods

    Borough of Roosevelt
Environmental Commission

Calling all Roosevelt Citizen Scientists
Water is our most precious natural resource—without it, all life would perish.  Water is also 
incredibly fragile and vulnerable to many threats, from various sources of pollution to climate 
change.  In the coming year we hope to continue monitoring the health of our streams, but we 
will use a new process which involves collecting water samples and using chemical analysis to 
measure such things as temperature, nitrates, phosphates, pH, etc. 

Members of the Stream Monitoring Team will take a one-day training class at the Watershed 
Institute in Pennington.  Once trained, we will go out one day per month year round to collect 
and analyze water samples. The process will take about an hour once we are proficient.   We 
will monitor the Rocky Brook and Empty Box Brook.  A one year commitment is required.  We 
especially encourage middle school, high school and college students to join us.  

We are not sure when training and sampling will begin because of COVID-19 concerns.

If you are interested in participating, please send an email to marytulloss@comcast.net.
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B O R O U G H  B I R D S by Sam Ashburner

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Yellow-bellied sapsuckers are 
mostly black and white with 
intricately patterned faces. 
Both sexes have bright red 
foreheads and males also have 
red throats. They are fairly 
small (Robin sized) woodpeck-
ers with short, straight bills. A 
sapsucker’s method of feeding 
is really interesting. They will 
drill shallow holes in trees to 
access sugary sap and small 
insects. I was unaware of this 
behavior until a good friend, 
Steve Taylor, sent me a pic-
ture of some tree damage he 
observed on 
his property. In 
addition to their 
unique method 
of feeding, their 
drumming is 
different from 
most other 
woodpeckers. 
They drum at 
a slower, more 
random pace. 
Kind of like someone tapping 
a pen when bored. Sapsuckers 
will seek out trees with good 
resonance for their calls and 
territorial messages. They also 

tioned, this is the most common 
large hawk in North America. 
They are commonly seen perch-
ing on telephone poles near 
roads and soaring over empty 
fields. Their incredible vision 
makes spotting any type of 
movement simple. Looking for 
their rusty red tail is the easi-
est method of identification as 
their other markings are widely 
varied. Large females can even 
be mistaken for eagles at a dis-
tance. Did you know that the 
bald eagle call we usually hear 
on TV and in movies is actually 
the call of the red-tailed hawk? 
Red-tailed hawks have a strong, 
intense screech compared to 
the shrill whine of a bald eagle. 
The NPR article “Bald Eagle: 
A Mighty Symbol, With A Not-
So-Mighty Voice” looks more 
closely at this comical substitu-
tion and I highly recommend 
listening/reading it. 

Snow Goose 

A few weeks ago I was taking 
a drive through Cream Ridge 
and spotted a field that was 
totally and completely covered 
in noisy, white birds. After a 
bit of research I learned that I 
had found a large flock of snow 
geese. These birds are common 

take advantage of human 
encroachment and use metal 
such as street signs for their 
messages. Keep your ears open 
in the coming weeks as sap-
suckers will be more active as 
we enter spring. 

Red-tailed Hawk

The most common and wide-
spread hawk in North America 
loves Roosevelt as much as 
we do. I have encountered 
a few along the Woodland 
Trail in the summer months 
and, more recently, I observed 
one stalking prey in my own 

backyard. I saw a flash 
of movement in some 
low tree branches and 
grabbed my binoculars. 
When I found the cause 
I realized it was a Red-
tailed Hawk enjoying a 
meal (probably a squirrel 
or mouse) on a branch. 
After finishing the meal, 
it hung around in the 
sunshine before swooping 
low and grabbing anoth-

er bunch of leaf litter with its 
talons. No meal was found so 
the hawk moved deeper into 
the woods. As previously men-

Borough Birds 7 

Continued on Page 9



Attention Roosevelt 
Residents

The general speed limit on 
Borough roads is 25 mph 
except route 571, Windsor 
Road and Nurko Road. 

School Lane is 15 mph 
from Pine Drive to 
Roosevelt Public School.
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in our area during the 
Winter and are usually 
found in massive flocks 
or not at all. Some flocks 
can be as large as several 
thousand and in flight, 
appear endless. As the 
name implies, they are 
mostly white with black 
wingtips and black out-
lines around their bill 
(making a smile or grin). 
Their black wingtips are 
tough to spot while they 
are on the ground but 
very easily seen while in 
flight. Family groups forage 
together by digging up roots 
and tubers from muddy fields 
and marshes. This behav-
ior makes plowed fields one 
of their favorite locations in 
wintertime. In flocks that are 
feeding, lookouts keep an eye 
out for predators. Upon sight-
ing a threat, they call out to 
the rest of the flock, which may 
take flight.

Special mention: 

   The Morven Museum and 
Garden in Princeton is current-
ly showing an exhibition of 
Gerard Rutgers Hardenbergh 
(artist and ornithologist). This 
collection will be on display 
from February 19th 2021 until 
January 9th 2022. The Morven 
Museum did such a good job 
with their Roosevelt exhibition 
(Dreaming of Utopia: Roosevelt, 
New Jersey) and I imagine this 
being just as good. Below is a 
small excerpt from the Morven 
Museum’s website about this 
collection: His early love of 
wildlife became a lifelong 
passion for the study of birds. 

Splitting his time between 
New Brunswick and the Jersey 
Shore, Hardenbergh collect-
ed and preserved shore birds, 
sending important specimens 
to the Biology Department 
at Princeton University. 
Intertwined with his interest 
in the young field of ornitholo-
gy was his development as an 
artist. At the age of eighteen, 
Hardenbergh’s paintings were 
exhibited at the Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia 
where he was praised as “a 
careful and accurate ornitholo-
gist and prominent artist.”

Questions? 

BoroughBirds@gmail.com

To learn more about birds in 
our area, I suggest visiting 
allaboutbirds.com and down-
loading the Merlin app (both 
from The Cornell Lab). To 
learn even more about birds 
in our area, I suggest attend-
ing Roosevelt Environmental 
Commission meetings every 
third Wednesday of the month.  

   For this article, I also used 
NPR’s “Bald Eagle: A Mighty 
Symbol, With A Not-So-
Mighty Voice” article by Jessica 
Robinson and shared informa-
tion from the Morven Museum 
and Garden’s website.

Borough Birds
Continued from Page 8 DOWN FARM LANE THE SUN

 
This sunrise, such crimson seems fictive. How believe hematite streaks,
carmine lines wide as the horizon,
                                                          bars of cinnabar and cardinal,
ribbons of scarlet. I stand wide open in welcome, high in disbelief
 
before this motionless gypsy dance. Still-frame of light’s blood.
                   And yet cannot deny the thrill, sharp as vermilion rising
within, the vibrant silence twanging.
      How deny that I stand saturated with happiness.
 
David Sten Herrstrom

Parking Reminder
Please park your vehicles 
in the right direction only.  
Parking on the wrong side 
of the street or in the wrong 
direction makes your vehicle 
difficult for oncoming traffic 
to see, especially in foggy or 
dark conditions.  Vehicles 
parked on the wrong side 
of the street are subject to 
towing.
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Roosevelt Public School Students Need Your Help!

As you may know, the state has made drastic cuts to the RPS budget, and class trips, after-school clubs and 
assemblies cannot be funded under the school budget.  We do not want our students to miss out on these 
important experiences, as the Board of Education and school administration are working on a path for-
ward.

The non-profit Roosevelt Public School Education Foundation, RPSEF, has funded approximately $12,000 
in grants during the past school year before COVID-19 halted in-person school.  We provided  field trips 
to a farm, an aquarium, a theater, and Morven Museum for the entire student body. We also funded after 
school clubs such as a garden club, a cooking club and a video club. During school three music assemblies 
were also made possible because of RPSEF donations. 

We could not have provided these opportunities without your generous support. Some of the most import-
ant things in life are learned outside the traditional classroom. We do not want our children to miss out on 
the experiences of museums, music, science and nature.  We look forward to assisting our teachers in navi-
gating through these difficult times and also to providing programs like these when our students are able to 
gather together in-person.

Please consider a tax-deductible contribution to RPSEF. We have a generous donor who will match up to 
$3,000 of donations we receive.  

Checks may be sent to: RPSEF, P.O. Box 22, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. You may also donate via credit card or 
PayPal on our website, rpsef.org. Please let us know if your company provides matching contributions. 

 RPSEF is recognized by the IRS as a charity under section 501(c)(3) of the tax code.

Sign Up for Code Red!!
Receive emergency notifications 

From the borough. 
Have the notifications go to your landline, or cell, or both!

 Sign up by going to www.Rooseveltnj.Us
Stay safe! Stay informed!

ROOSEVELT RESIDENTS WITH A MONITORED MEDICAL ALARM OR MONI-
TORED FIRE ALARM SYSTEM:
Any Roosevelt resident or business who has either a monitored medical alarm or monitored fire 
alarm system should ensure that the alarm company has the contact number for the Monmouth 
County Sheriff ’s Office Communication Division, (732) 577-8700.  The Monmouth County Sheriff ’s 
Office Communication Division provides the 9-1-1 service for Roosevelt Borough and is the re-
sponsible agency for dispatching the Millstone Township Fire Department and the Millstone Town-
ship Fire Department EMS Division.  Any resident or business owner that may have questions is 
encouraged to contact the Millstone Township Fire Department at (609) 259-2560.  The firehouse is 
staffed 24/7, call at your convenience. 

RECYCLING 
DATES

April 14, 28
May  12, 26 
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PRESCHOOL and KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Roosevelt Public School
School Year 2021-2022

Registration for pre-school and kindergarten is currently taking place at Roosevelt Public 
School. The registration forms along with the health form can be emailed to your home.

Pre-school students must be 3 years old and toilet trained to start in September 2021; otherwise 
they can register/start when they turn 3 years old throughout the school year.
 
Preschool fees are as follows:
 Roosevelt residents - $3,250/year or $325/month
 Out of district students - $4,000/year or $400/month

Students who turn five on or before October 1, 2021 are eligible for entrance into kindergarten 
in September 2021.  

An official birth certificate with the raised seal is required for registration.  A photocopy of the 
birth certificate will be made when you register your child.  

Proof of Residency is also required.  This can be a copy of a tax bill, bank statement, driver’s 
license, or utility bill with address.

All students must have the appropriate immunizations to begin school in September 2021.  
This information will be provided when you register your child.

If you have any questions, please call the school at 609-448-2798.

Roosevelt Public School is accepting 
Choice students for 2021-22

Roosevelt Public school is currently looking 
for Substitute Teachers.

Please call the school @ 609-448-2798 for information.



   Roosevelt has recycle pickup ev-
ery other Wednesday.  Recycling is 
mandatory by our Borough ordi-
nances, as well as Monmouth County 
regulations.  Many types of items are 
required to be recycled, but this article 
will be limited to alternate Wednesday 
curbside pickup items, and not other 
mandated items like used motor oil, 
computers, batteries, etc.  There are 
basically four types of items: Paper, 
glass, plastic and metal.  All items 
must be free of grease, oil, food and 
pet waste.  We have a commingled 
system, so everything can go into one 
container.  Do not put items in plastic 
bags in the recycling container; keep 
them loose.

Paper:  
Most clean paper can be put out for 
recycling:  
Cardboard (waffle section between 
paper layers) should be flattened.  
Packaging tape and staples must be 
removed.  Mixed Paper including: 
chipboard (cereal boxes), white/col-
or paper, junk mail, plastic window 
envelops, magazines, softcover books, 
wrapping paper/non-metallic, and 
newspapers including inserts must be 
recycled.
    Loose papers may be put in paper 
envelopes.  Remember, if you can’t 
tear an envelope, it is probably made 
of plastic.  Do not put out more than 
an 18” high stack of cardboard at 
once.  Do not tie up cardboard, mag-
azines or newspapers up in bundles; 
leave them loose.  
    Do not put out for recycling paper 
that is contaminated with food, oil 
(pizza boxes), pet waste, or paper used 
for household projects (containing 
paint, oil, cleaners etc.).   
    Certain paper products must NOT 
be recycled: waxed cardboard (milk 
cartons, frozen food boxes, any con-
tainers that held liquids), food wrap-
pers, paper plates and cups, napkins, 
tissues, paper towels and items from 
food/hygiene use.  Composite padded 

envelopes (part paper/part plastic) 
should be placed in the trash.   Do Not 
put Shredded paper in recycle.  The 
small paper pieces cause havoc in the 
sorting machine’s rollers and belts.  

Glass: 
Only glass used for packaging bever-
ages and food can be recycled, because 
these are all made from the same type 
of glass. Drinking glasses, window 
glass, Pyrex® cookware, ceramics, etc. 
are made from other types of glass 
that are not suitable for recycling.  
Lids and caps should be trashed.

Plastic:
  There are many types of plastic.  Our 
recycling service only handles the two 
types of plastic that must be recycled: 

    Regardless of type of plastic, all the 
following containers should NOT be 
put in recycle: margarine tubs, diaper 
wipes containers, yogurt cups (fre-
quently #5, PP), clear salad containers, 
clear dried fruit and nut containers 
(even if they are labeled #1 PET/
PETE), food storage containers, plas-
tic packaging from non-food items 
(e.g., toys, tools, etc.).  Plastic jars 
(peanut butter, jelly, etc.) should be 
put in the trash regardless of material 
code.

1 2  B u l l e t i n  • April 2021

Recycling 101
By Steve Taylor Please remember that recycling is not 

the only way to reduce your environ-
mental impact.   Many containers can 
be upcycled or reused.   Yogurt con-
tainers can be used to store leftovers.   
Plastic tubs can be used as seed start-
ing pots.  You get the idea.
Plastic bags should also go into the 
trash, unless they are from a grocery 
store, in which case they can be placed 
in the plastic bag recycle container at 
most grocery stores.

Metal:  
Of all the metal trash that we may 
generate around the home, only 
Aluminum cans, Tin cans and Bi-
metal cans (tin cans with aluminum 
lids) may be sent for recycling.  They 
should be rinsed free of food.  It is not 
necessary to remove labels. Cans can 
be flattened.  Aerosol cans that are ful-
ly depressurized cans, meaning when 
the nozzle is held down and “NO” 
product or propellant escapes, can be 
placed in the recycling container. 
Aluminum foil, trays, roasting pans, 
cookware and scrap metal must NOT 
be placed out for recycling. 
Finally, Please do not “wishcycle”.  
Wishcycling is the practice of tossing 
questionable items in the recycling 
bin, hoping they can somehow be 
recycled.  This only serves to contam-
inate the recycling stream and results 
in potentially recyclable material 
being trashed.  Wishing won’t make 
it so!

References:
Recycling Guide 
For those who want all the details 
about local recycling, see Recy-
cling-Guide.pdf (rooseveltnj.us) 
(https://rooseveltnj.us/images/pub-
lic-works/Recycling-Guide.pdf)
Acknowledgement:
Thanks to the Department of Public 
Works Coordinator, Township of Mill-
stone for his assistance in preparing 
this article.
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Recycling Reminder

The Roosevelt Environmental Commission would like to 
remind our fellow citizens of a few recycling tips. All of the 
following information (and more) can be found in the “Recy-
cling 101” article written by Steve Taylor in the March 2019 
Bulletin, and which is reprinted, in part, in this issue of the 
Bulletin.
•  Please remember: Only aluminum cans and tin cans (tin 
cans with aluminum lids) can be recycled (after rinsing)
•  Please remember: Aluminum foil, trays, roasting pans, 
cookware and scrap metal cannot be recycled.
•  Please remember: Do not “wishcycle”. This is the practice of 
tossing questionable items in the recycling bin, hoping they 
can be recycled.
•  Please remember: Please leave at least 3 feet between your 
garbage can and recycling container(s).

Borough Mailing 
Instructions 

When mailing anything to 
Roosevelt Borough, please use P.O. 
Box 128. This includes property tax 
payments and water/sewer pay-
ments. 

Roosevelt Borough’s website:
www.rooseveltnj.us

Register for e-news on the home 
page and get email communica-
tions from the borough. You can 
view and pay your property taxes 
and water/sewer  bill on-line. 

When mailing anything to 
Roosevelt Borough, please use 
P.O. Box 128. This includes 
property tax payments and water/
sewer payments. 

Keep up to date with the latest 
happenings, events and announc-
ments.   
www.facebook.com/
RooseveltBoroughBulletin

If you would like your orga-
nization’s event posted to our 
Facebook page,  
please send event details to 

rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@
gmail.com.

Why is locally grown food important? 
• It tastes better because it’s picked when fresh, not harvested in advance for long-distance shipping. 
• It’s better for your health because fresh food contains more nutrients. 
• It’s better for the environment because it maintains open space and promotes sustainable practices. 
• It’s better for the community because it supports and creates a connection with local farm families. 
• It’s better for the climate because it reduces carbon emissions from long-haul transport of food. 

In Roosevelt, locally grown food is available at Mendies Farm, which operates a roadside stand and CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture, where members buy a share of the produce grown on the farm). The farm is owned and  
managed by Roosevelt residents Lawrence and Heidi Mendies.

Mendies Family Farm; Farm Stand and CSA
65 N Rochdale Avenue, Roosevelt, NJ
609-820-8809
http://www.mendiesfarm.com/

In neighboring towns, locations offering locally grown food include: 

Buy Fresh, Buy Local, 
Roosevelt, NJ

Produce Paradise: (roadside stand) Assunpink Wildlife 
Management Area, on the Clarksburg-Robbinsville Road, by 
the large sycamore trees.

Fun Fridays in Hightstown: 6/21 – 9/19 that takes place 
every 3rd Friday. Along with locally grown produce, there will 
also be food trucks, craft vendors and live music. Location: 
Association Park, Grant Ave, Hightstown, NJ 
Operated by Hightstown Parks and Recreation https://www.
hightstownborough.com/events/fun-fridays-2/

Appelget Family Farm
135 Conover Rd., West Windsor,NJ
609-902-8372
https://www.appelgetfarm.com/

Windsor Farm and Market
1202 Windsor Road, Windsor,NJ
(609) 443-9379
https://www.windsorfarmandmarket.com/

Robbinsville Farmers Market 6/25-8/27 Tuesdays, 3:30-
7:00 pm
The Shoppes at Foxmoor
1095 Washington Blvd, Robbinsville, NJ 08691Robbinsville 
Farmers Market Contact: 
Kevin Holt, kholt@robbinsville.net  
609-259-3600 x1131

Corner-Copia
619 Mercer Street 
Hightstown, New Jersey 08520 
(609) 208-9116 
http://www.corner-copia.com/farm-market/

Lee Turkey Farm
201 Hickory Corner Road, East Windsor, NJ 8520
609-448-0629
https://www.leeturkeyfarm.com/

KJD Farm, LLC
1510 Old York Road, Robbinsville, NJ 08691
(609) 977-5937

Windy Acres Farm & CSA
214 Windsor Road, Robbinsville,NJ
Amy Giovanelli 
(609) 722-2122
Farm market is open to general public located at 214 Windsor 
Rd, Robbinsville NJ 08691. Open 5 days. Staring early June 
4 thru October 1, 2019. Hours of operation: Tuesday-Friday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday 11:00 am to 4: 00 pm. Closed 
Sunday and Monday.
http://windyacresfarmllc.com/

Why is locally grown food important? 
• It tastes better because it’s picked when fresh, not harvested in advance for long-distance shipping. 
• It’s better for your health because fresh food contains more nutrients. 
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• It’s better for the climate because it reduces carbon emissions from long-haul transport of food. 
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Supported Agriculture, where members buy a share of the produce grown on the farm). The farm is owned and  
managed by Roosevelt residents Lawrence and Heidi Mendies.
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http://www.mendiesfarm.com/
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Fun Fridays in Hightstown: 6/21 – 9/19 that takes place 
every 3rd Friday. Along with locally grown produce, there will 
also be food trucks, craft vendors and live music. Location: 
Association Park, Grant Ave, Hightstown, NJ 
Operated by Hightstown Parks and Recreation https://www.
hightstownborough.com/events/fun-fridays-2/
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135 Conover Rd., West Windsor,NJ
609-902-8372
https://www.appelgetfarm.com/
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609-259-3600 x1131
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619 Mercer Street 
Hightstown, New Jersey 08520 
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201 Hickory Corner Road, East Windsor, NJ 8520
609-448-0629
https://www.leeturkeyfarm.com/

KJD Farm, LLC
1510 Old York Road, Robbinsville, NJ 08691
(609) 977-5937

Windy Acres Farm & CSA
214 Windsor Road, Robbinsville,NJ
Amy Giovanelli 
(609) 722-2122
Farm market is open to general public located at 214 Windsor 
Rd, Robbinsville NJ 08691. Open 5 days. Staring early June 
4 thru October 1, 2019. Hours of operation: Tuesday-Friday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday 11:00 am to 4: 00 pm. Closed 
Sunday and Monday.
http://windyacresfarmllc.com/
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Roosevelt 1981:  
Our First House

By Anne Hayden
Atlanta, Georgia

   My late husband and I both grew up 
in Missouri and moved to New York 
City in 1970 to begin careers with 
Metropolitan Life.  After ten years 
living in Manhattan and Brooklyn, we 
were ready to move to New Jersey and 
buy a house.  Because we had visited 
with a work friend who lived in Free-
hold Township, we decided to move to 
the area (we were in our early 30s and 
that was the extent of our research!).  
We did, at least, rent an apartment in 
the American Way complex to provide 
us with some experience in the area.
Since prices were reasonable and the 
Assunpink Wildlife Preserve would 
provide a nearby place for our dogs 
to romp, in 1981 we made an offer on 
the house at 26 Tamara Drive (shown 
on the tax rolls as 34 Tamara Drive 
– I never understood why the street 
address was different), convinced the 
owners to finance the mortgage (since 
30-year bank rates were over 18%), 
moved in and immediately began 
home improvements.
   Our first initiatives were no prob-
lem – interior painting, removing 
paneling, putting down new press 
and stick linoleum flooring in the 
kitchen.  After that, the “Roosevelt 
factor” began to register as we realized 
the challenges of doing anything in a 
house with concrete block walls and 
a concrete slab ceiling!  Although my 
husband had helped his father build a 
house, nothing really prepared us for 
the need for new drill-bits, screw an-
chors, and the use of wiremold within 
the house and conduit outside to add 
outlets and lights.

   We did draw the DIY line at any 
large scale changes, and hired an 
electrician to upgrade the electric 
panel, a company to install central 
air-conditioning and another to reroof 
the house.  In 1982, we decided to 
have the room we used as a master 
bedroom (adjacent to the living room 
on the far left facing the house from 
the street) renovated and we hired a 
young general contractor who was 
just starting out – Art Stinson – to do 
the work.  He did a great job and we 
actually hired him again in 1988 to 
refinish the floors, paint and do some 
other work in the home we purchased 
in Edison, NJ.  I am very happy to 
see that he is still a Roosevelt Bulletin 
advertiser! 
      

      
   Roosevelt living provided many 
benefits – the back of our lot was 
lined with huge lilac bushes which 
were magnificent in bloom.  And our 
neighbor’s Concord grape vines ran 
through the lilacs so we undertook 
(once!) the making of grape jelly and 
mint jelly from the rampant stand 
along the back of our house.  We also 
planted a garden and enjoyed beans, 
broccoli, strawberries, corn (shucked 
on the way to water boiling on the 
stove) and cantaloupe (30 melons 
which achieved ripeness on the same 
day).  
   Other fond Roosevelt memories 
include the wonderful 4th of July 
Parade (we served as interested spec-
tators along with our dogs), putting 

paneling we had ripped 
off a bedroom’s wall out 
on “big trash” day (the 
day when the big trash 
moves from one house 
to another) and then go-
ing out to ask the person 
who was trash-picking 

what in the world she would use it 
for (to put between her horse stalls), 
the Roosevelt Arts and Crafts show 
(where I found 
my first and 
favorite pottery 
sheep) and the 
great pizza and 
other food from 
Rossi’s (in those 
pre-cellphone days we would stop 
at the rest area near Exit 10 on the 
Turnpike and 
call to place 
our order on 
the way home 
from New 
York).
   It was always 
amazing to see 
the military 
airplanes go 
over with their 
bomb bay doors open at times and to 
frequently see deer in the post office 
parking lot and on Tamara Drive in 
the evenings.  I liked the Bauhaus-in-
spired architecture of Roosevelt and 
walking or driving around town to see 
the variety of houses and the additions 
people had made was entertaining.  I 
do find the apparent trend to make 
the original Louis Kahn architecture 
look like run-of-the-mill suburbia 
distressing.
   Of course, there are less fond mem-
ories as well.  Since we both worked in 
Manhattan, our daily routine included 
getting up at 4:30 or 5 am (we watched 
the Princess Diana wedding live and 
then went to work).  We drove in most 
days and that was a never-ending 
adventure (seeing other commuters 
practicing the flute, applying make-up 
or reading the newspaper while driv-
ing, and an overturned cattle truck on 
the turnpike with NJ State Troopers 
in roundup mode using their cars to 
form a corral).  
   During our years in Roosevelt, gypsy 
moths were at their worst and fight-
ing them became a mission to retain 
some leaves on our trees.  And while 
the deer were nice to see, the little boy 
across the street Continued on Page 15



contracted Lyme disease. We were 
also on high alert during deer hunting 
season as our Golden Retriever could 
resemble a deer to the eager novice 
hunter.
By late 1987, the commute had worn 
us down and we started looking for a 
new home somewhere on the North-
east Corridor line, ending up mov-
ing in mid-1988 to Edison.  During 
the sale process, the one problem 
we could not have imagined arose:  
termites!  Having fought the concrete 
wars for 6 years, we were stunned.  It 
turned out that the wooden forms 
encased in the slab for ductwork when 
the house was originally built had 
become infested.
   It has been 40 years since we moved 
to Roosevelt and it will always hold 
a spot in my heart.  I can see from 
“touring” town on Google Maps Street 
View that many things have changed.  
But I can tell from reading the Bulle-
tin that the important things are still 
the same.

Historical Notes
Continued from Page 14 from LIGHT YEAR

393.

   I step out into

a cold night under clear sky

   and full moon, its light

as through an agate slice, now

I am infinite stillness.

 

409.

Whitebody of light. Present white presence. It claims each tree limb.

            White force erasing earth itself. Snowbody whole.

White subdues each reach of each bush. Bows down cedars of green.

                        Sky retreats before such boldness. Strange eloquence.

Whiteness now unfolds forever whiteness, thinking whiteness.

 

Let us listen to the whispering presence. So we can know its meaning.

 

 

 --David Sten Herrstrom

Alphabet Soup: A Poetry Reading

Now that we’re mainly travelling in our heads, come join us for a trip with the Roosevelt 
poets to the the noosphere where you can pass the time delighted and soothed by the 
alphabet soup of poetry.

Saturday, April 24, 2021, 8:00 PM
via ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82865544371?pwd=bWJJYzUxazJhbk51L2t6WFVhR3BSUT09
Meeting ID: 828 6554 4371
Passcode: 720140

Donations can be made to Roosevelt Arts Project, P.O. Box 5, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
THANK YOU!

Sincerely,
David Herrstrom,
President, Roosevelt Arts Project
http://www.rooseveltartsproject.org

The Roosevelt Arts Project



Continued on Page 17
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Shopping Spree
By Al Hepner

    Since Covid started, I’ve pretty much 
obeyed all the instructions: I cover my 
face, not because I think I’m ugly, but 
because it’s polite. Uncovered faces are 
unfriendly faces. People can be sure 
you don’t care about them if they can 
see your whole face. When you cover 
your face, you’re telling the population 
at large that you care about them and 
that you don’t want to infect them if 
you happen to have caught Covid. I 
wash my face often, which I didn’t do 
so much before. 
    I also don’t visit anyone, except my 
significant other. We’ve come to an 
agreement. She no longer sniffs around 
to see if I’ve got any coughs, sniffles, 
or blood shot eyes. She has ordered 
a thing that looks like a revolver to 
check my temperature. So, now when 
I approach her, she pulls out her 
six-shooter and aims it straight at my 
forehead. The first few times, I thought 
she’d had enough of me and wanted to 
end it all as soon as possible. I recoiled 
so much that I nearly broke my neck. 
She asked me, “What’s the matter with 
you?” I told her that next time she 
wanted to end it with me, she should 
find a gentler way of saying it. Now, 
instead of pulling her weapon first, 
she says “Okay?” Then she checks my 
temperature and pretends not to sniff 
while breathing in louder than usual. 
We hug and kiss after that, and every-
thing is cool then.
    Before Covid, I’d visit friends who 
weren’t doing well. I’d usually go in 
announced and start kibbitzing them. 
I’d think of the silliest things and chal-
lenge them that way. I’d really be trying 
to find out what would make them 
laugh despite their tender situation 
that kept them in some chair or from 
going out. I knew I was welcome when 
they didn’t invite me to come back. 
The present perfect “nice to have seen 
you” was a certain invitation to come 
back. Had it been unpleasant, they’d 
have said, “come again sometimes.” 
That’s entirely too common- place po-

lite to be meaningful. Now, going in to 
visit someone is a definitive way of say-
ing “I don’t care about you,” mask or 
no mask. So, I no longer visit anyone. 
    I listen carefully to the storekeep-
ers that tell us to go shopping early 
if we’re over 65. I’m so much over 65 
that they’d welcome me at 4 am, but I 
go at 6. I always wear my mask when 
I have to ask for the manager of the 
store to bawl him/her out for being so 
agist. They invite us, old folks, before 
the crowds to ostensibly save our lives, 
but they don’t start replenishing the 
shelves till 8. Starving older people is 
crueler than letting them shop when 
there are people around. 
 I don’t go any place where 
many people congregate, and my chil-
dren have to call me for our address 
they haven’t been home in so long. 
Hence, we haven’t given each other 
Covid, and I’m certainly safer this way, 
if sad and lonely. But today, I decided 
I’d go for a shopping spree, that meant 
to visit two stores, instead of just one, 
which is all I usually do nowadays.
    Thursday, my significant other sug-
gested we make life easier; she’d pick 
up dinner from a local take-out place. 
She offered to pay, but I outbid her and 
told her I’d call it in and pay. I called 
the order in and told him I’d pay for 
the order. The clerk took down all my 
card information. Just a few minutes 
later, I received an email from Visa that 
some purchases had been made with 
my credit card number, somewhere in 
Long Island. This had to be the result 
of my call for the food order.
    One of the stores I intended to visit, 
was the take-out place to tell the owner 
he had someone on his staff that was 
abusing his privilege. The other was 
a CVS store to get some eye pills, one 
of many pills I now need to take. I so 
rarely go shopping anymore, that going 
to two places felt strangely effusive. I 
looked for the coupons I had stored 
someplace, and I found my shopping 
list I’d saved for when I’d go to a drug 
store. I rarely take the store coupons 
I’ve saved at home for my next shop-
ping trip. I usually leave the store cou-

pons and shopping lists home. Then, 
when I get back home from shopping, 
I have to throw them out when I get 
back from shopping without half the 
stuff I needed. I was so determined 
not to forget anything that I stuffed all 
those coupons and an old echinacea 
bottle in one pocket. The bottle was to 
make sure I wouldn’t forget to get echi-
nacea and knew I wouldn’t remember 
how to spell echinacea.
    I didn’t quite understand why I 
felt like a kid on his way to a candy 
store with a whole bunch of change. I 
walked into the restaurant and de-
manded to speak to the owner as if 
he’d made the fraudulent purchases. 
Fortunately, he wasn’t there.
    Relieved, I went to the second store. 
I remembered the aisle where the eye 
medicine bottles were usually stocked. 
When I got there, I realized that 
despite the advertisement and special 
sales slip I had showing me the name 
and picture of the box I needed to 
buy, I couldn’t pick out the product. I 
had taken everything I had put in my 
pocket out but couldn’t read anything 
nor unfold any papers because I was 
holding too many things so couldn’t 
sort out which paper was which. All 
the papers were so crumbled that they 
could be read. My first thought was, 
‘what’s wrong with these people.’ They 
have a whole aisle with eye medicine 
bottles stocked side by side. Each shelf 
contains seemingly thousands of dif-
ferent pill boxes for people who can’t 
see. They are tightly stacked next to 
each other to make sure they can put 
up as many brands as possible. De-
spite the packaging industry spending 
millions of dollars to have identifiable 
boxes, they all look the same to us 
without a seeing-eye-dog. 
     With my hands full of discount 
tapes, special offers for blind people, 
and that darn echinacea bottle, I fran-
tically went to look for a store clerk. 
Since these drug stores have elected to 
carry every conceivable brand of every 
product made, they probably were 
forced to hire fewer people. 
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    Fortunately for me, a cashier tore 
herself away from the counter and 
gracefully helped me find the medi-
cine that was staring me in the face. 
To my shame, the shelf it was on was 
at eye level for me, but my helper had 
to look up to find it. She’d seen my 
shopping list in my hand and took 
the liberty to help me look for what I 
didn’t need to see since I couldn’t spell 
it. She pulled two bottles off the shelf; 
I yelled “only one for I only take echi-
nacea when I sniffle.” She yelled back, 
“It’s buy one, get one free today.” 
 I threw everything I was still hold-
ing on the counter and begged her to 
use any coupons that I’d put on the 
counter. She patiently took care of all 
my needs. She sorted the coupons that 
weren’t needed from those that were; 
she pulled my other (good) credit 
card out of my wallet, and she knew 
enough to put everything, the eye 
medicine, the echinacea, the tape of 
new special offers, and my wallet into 
a bag.  I felt so grateful and so inept 
that I couldn’t stop laughing. It’s clear 
that shopping should be fun.  But I 
vowed I wouldn’t plan on visiting two 
stores in one outing again. I was so 
giddy to have escaped some calami-
ty that I nearly got a speeding ticket 
getting away from my shopping spree 
of two items.
    And this paragraph is funny and 
has some great information but it’s 
really busy, so I just tweaked and cut 
it a little:
I walked into the restaurant and 
demanded to speak to the owner as if 
he’d made the fraudulent purchases. 
Fortunately, he wasn’t there. 
Relieved, I went to the second 
store. I remembered the aisle where 
the eye medicine bottles were usually 
stocked.  When I got there, I real-
ized that despite the advertisement 
and special sales slip  showing me 
the name and picture of the box, I 
couldn’t pick out the product (Why?) 
At this point, my ebullience was work-
ing against me. I had taken everything  
out of  my pocket but couldn’t read 

anything nor unfold any 
papers because I was holding too 
many things. I thought, “What’s  
wrong with these people?” They 
have a whole aisle with eye medicine  
bottles stocked side-by-side and each 
shelf contains seemingly thousands 
of different pill boxes for people who 
can’t see! To make sure that they can 
carry all the brands,  all the brands are 
tightly stacked next to each other, and 
yet despite the packaging industry 
spending millions of dollars to have 
identifiable boxes, they all begin to 
look the same to us without a seeing-
eye-dog. 
    My hands full of discount tapes, 
special offers for blind people, and 
that darn   echinacea bottle, I franti-
cally went to look for a store clerk. But 
since they’ve elected to carry every 
conceivable brand of 
every product made, 
they probably were 
forced to hire  fewer 
people. 
    Al, your enthu-
siasm shouldn’t be 
curbed because it 
crackles in your 
writing – and that’s 
a great thing – But 
for me when it gets 
in the way of clarity 
I’d make some cuts 
– usually small – 
that may make your 
meaning more clear.  

    Another way to help do this is to 
invest in a little $35 digital recorder 
and read your stuff out loud to your-
self. When something/a sentence isn’t 
quite right, you can usually tell when 
you HEAR it. 
    As always, these are just my opin-
ions and you can take them with a 
grain of salt or whatever other spice 
you have stocked. Thanks for letting 
me read you pieces – As with your 
other ones, I enjoyed this one!

Issue/ Problem CCall
Power outage JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage Your telephone provider 
(phone #  is on your bill)

Loose  or lost dog Animal Ctrl:  609-234-4862 or 
State Police  609-584-5000

Road obstruction 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down 911 /State Police 609-584-5000
Health Emergency 911 

Comcast outage 1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage (800) 837-4966

Wildlife Issues 877-927-6337

Continued from Page 16



C o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  B u l l e t i n 
2 0 2 0 / 2 0 2 1

Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.

Mary & Carlo Alfare
Sam & Nicole Ashburner
Wisam Atieh
Robin & Robert Axel
Richard & Janet Bernardin
Linda Block
Marvin & Karen Block
Alexandra Bonfante-Warren
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna
Charlotte Bondy
Bondy/Vuole family
Jacquline Carpenter
Susan & Robert Cayne
Maureen & Bob Clark
Keith & Patricia Clayton
William & June Counterman
Paul & Elise Cousineau
Ana Debevec
Kay Drury
Frances Duckett
Lou & Irma Esakoff
Richard & Heather Giske
Judith Goetzmann
Jay & Ann Goldman
Robin Gould
Len & Michele Guye-Hillis
Marcia & Tommy Hannigan
Timothy & Lorraine Hartley

Anne Hayden
Al Hepner
Constance & David Herrstrom
Daniel Hoffman & 
Assenka Oksiloff
Louise and David Hoffman
Gail Hunton & Wes Czyzewski
Cynthia Imbrie
Sheila & Phil Jaeger
Michelle & Ricky Jaeger
Henry & Kate John-Alder
Anna & Ben Johnson
Susan Jones
Ingrid Jordan
Bahiru & Ann Kassahun
Kosa family
Naylon Larane
Lynn Lawson
David Leff
Claudia Luongo 
Steven & Mary Macher
Julia & Jim McArdle
Kerri & Steve Magee
Geraldine Millar
Edward & Rose Murphy
Teri Nachtman
Parsons family
Alison Petrilla 

Petrillo family
Gregg & Elizabeth Possiel
Richard & Hope Pressler
Sara & Paul Prestopino
Steve & Peggy Ring
Merle & Irv Rose
Kirk and Jane Rothfuss
Susan Schwartz & Jim Alt
Kelly & Ronald Scibetti
Helen Seitz
Nona Sherak
Shirley Sokolow
Michael Szewczyk
Jeb & Jonathan Shahn
Emily & Steve Taylor
Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Mary & Rod Tulloss
Kerry Watlington
Karen Ward
Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Carol Watchler
Judy & Bob Weinberg
Frank Wiesinger & 
Theresa Secks
Zahora family
Tony & Gail Zelenak
Mark & Judith Zuckerman
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Help us to fill up this page.
Thank you for your generosity!
Send in a contribution today.
Please send contributions to:

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  
P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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A U T O M O B I L E  S E R V I C I N G
COMPACT KARS 
3 Trenton Lakewood Road, 
Clarksburg, NJ 08510 
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision 
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars 
609-259-6373

M U S I C
DELTA NOIR
A band playing early jazz and blues and 
gypsy swing. Ron Kostar on clarinet and 
vocal; Robert Thorn on guitar and vocals; 
Ron Villegas on guitar; Henry Dale on 
stand-up bass. See us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/deltanoir. Available for 
parties and other occasions.

GUITAR INSTRUCTION 
Age 7 & up 
David Brahinsky: 443-1898 
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING 
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.

GUITAR LESSONS
Bill Leech
Guitar is a ton of fun. It will cheer you up 
when you are down, make you unbored 
when you are bored, and make you feel 
even better when you’re feeling good.
Learn to read music, play songs, chords, 
and much more. Classical (beginners), 
Folk, Country, and Rock (beginners to 
mid advanced). 609-903-7664

LESSONS IN PIANO, KEYBOARD 
AND MUSIC PRODUCTION
Live music for all occasions.
Gabriel Saks (929) 500-6721 

P E T  C A R E
PET PLEASERS 
Dog Training Services 
Certified Dog Trainer 
Pet Sitter 
Boarding & Grooming 
609-426-4209

PAW PRINCE PET SITTING 
Dog walking 
Boarding 
Home Visits
www.facebook.com/tashaspawprince 
(908) 809-2888

M A T H  T U T O R I N G
ROOSEVELT STUDENTS:
Elementary through College
Do you occasionally need help with math 
homework or help preparing for a test?
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.S. Teacher)  
for appt.: 609-448-5096 
Tutoring provided at no charge 
in loving memory of Sarah Tulloss. 

P E R S O N A L  C A R E 
TAI CHI CLASSES
Roosevelt Boro Hall 
Wednesday 9:30 am – 11 am
Thursday 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
June Counterman 609-448-3182 

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T 
C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  E T  A L

QUEST AIR MOLD REMEDIATION, LLC
Mold inspection, testing, removal, and 
remediation.
Water damage and floor restoration.
Serving commercial and residential properties.
Licensed and insured. FREE inspection.
www.questairmoldremediation.com
1-888-664-5325 609- 301-8475
 

YOURI NAZAROV COMPLETE 
HOME REMOLDELING
609-443-3388 
Long term contractor with Twin Rivers 
Association.  A resident of Roosevelt  
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, floor-
ing, interior doors, painting, architectual 
moldings and so much more. 
Free estimates.  Licensed and insured.                              

ARTHUR R. STINSON CONSTRUCTION 
Since 1982 Specializing in Home 
Addition, Bathrooms & Kitchens & 
Finished Basements 
Brick & Concrete Patios-Stamped 
Concrete
Energy-Saving Windows & Doors
Ceramic Tile 
Free Estimates State License 
609-865-6117 #13VH00923900 
Fully Insured

DR.K’s DESIGNSCAPES INC.
P.O. Box 516, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
 (609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085 
www.drksdesignscapes.com 
Fully Insured & Licensed
Craig Kaufman, President 
Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Complete Lawn and Tree Services 
Designs / Planting Plans / Lighting
Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Mulch / Stone / Top Soil
Gutter Clean-Out / Power Washing
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining 
Walls / Concrete Staining / Sealing
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
Fencing / Fire Wood

ALLEN’S TREE SERVICE
118 Trenton - Lakewood Rd
Millstone Township, NJ 08510
(609) 259-8668 
allenstreeservicenj.com
Mon-Sun 8:00am - 8:00pm
NJ certified tree experts #515
We Guarantee NO Lawn Damage!
Comprehensive tree and shrub services
Emergency service available
Call us for an initial consultation and 
free, no-obligation estimate

TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE
 * Shaping * Tree Removal * Lots Cleared 
* Mulch * Snow Removal * Stump 
Grinding * Hedge Trimming * Firewood  
John (609) 918-1668   
Insured  Quality Work 
www.timberwolftreeservice.com 
EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING 
We’ve got your entire floor covering needs 
**WOOD**VINYL**TILE**CERAMIC** 
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs
East Windsor - 609-443-6999 
HAGUE HEATING & COOLING LLC 
For all your Heating &  
Air Conditioning needs
Family owned and operated
Over 30 years in the business 
NJ LIC.# 19HC00144600
Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908

O T H E R  S E R V I C E S
MENDIES FAMILY FARM 
65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt 
Year-Round Farming 
Community-Supported Agriculture(CSA) 
Spring/Summer/Winter CSA memberships  
(609)-820-8809 • www.mendiesfarm.com

CERAMIC’S TO GO!
Paint Your Own Ceramic’s 
Book your home or office party for your 
child or adult’s birthday and baby and 
bridal showers or any occasion. Senior 
center too. 
Contact: Pamela J. Masiello
phone: 828.423.7882
email: kreationstation@outlook.com

THE ADLERMAN AGENCY, INSURORS
Handling houses in Roosevelt on every 
street in town since the early 1940s. 
317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., NJ 
08831 | (609) 655-7788  
Mel A. Adlerman CLU, CPIA

KIDDIE ACADEMY OF UPPER FREEHOLD
5 Allyson Way, Allentown, NJ
609-208-2530
Conveniently located near Exit 11 off 195
Just 10 minutes from Roosevelt, near 
Tractor Supply and behind Roy’s Deli.
Call today and schedule a tour!

The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the 
immediate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and 
are tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month 

BUSINESS SPONSORS
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A P R I L
5 Mon. 7:00 Council Meeting,  

   by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:    
     https://www.rooseveltnj.us/government/council-agendas-minutes  
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

6 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board, meeting  
   conducted by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:   
 https://www.rooseveltnj.us/planning-board-agenda

14 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

19 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,  
   by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:   
     https://www.rooseveltnj.us/government/council-agendas-minutes 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

21 Weds..  Environmental Commission,  
   conducted by video conference. 
   See agenda for details:  
 https://www.rooseveltnj.us/ec-agendas-minutes

22 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Roosevelt Public School 
   Ken LeCompte, President

24 Sat.. 8:00 pm The Roosevelt Arts Project 
   Alphabet Soup: A Poetry Reading 
   Via Zoom -  see announcement on  
   page 15 in this issue.

25 Sun. 9:00 am- Paper Shredding Event 
  1:00 pm 4 Red Valley Road, Millstone Park,  
   Millstone Twp.

28 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

2 0  B u l l e t i n  • April 2021

Zoning Officer, Code Enforcement, 
and Housing Inspector 
Jeremy Kuipers
email: zoning@rooseveltnj.us
Office Hours: 
Wed. 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Inspection Hours: 
Wed. 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
609-448-0539

Construction and Permits
The Construction Official has  
Borough hours on 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
Questions regarding building permits 
should be directed to:
Department of Community Affairs - 
609-567-3653
Monday-Friday   8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

M A Y
3 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,  

   by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:   
     https://www.rooseveltnj.us/government/council-agendas-minutes 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor 

4 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board, meeting  
   conducted by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:   
 https://www.rooseveltnj.us/planning-board-agenda

9  Sun.  Mother’s Day

12 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

17 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,  
   by video conference.  
   See online agenda for details:   
     https://www.rooseveltnj.us/government/council-agendas-minutes 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

20 Thurs. 7:00 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Roosevelt Public School 
   Ken LeCompte, President

26 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

31 Mon.  Memorial Day

The Roosevelt Board of Education’s website contains complete school calendar information: www.rps1.org.

Please send notice of your events to the 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin at 
P.O. Box 221 or email to 
RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@gmail.com.


