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By Michael Ticktin

2018 Budget Adopted--Municipal Tax Rate 
Unchanged; Settlement With NJDEP after Correction 
of Violations at Water Plant
At its meeting of June 26, the Borough Council adopted 
the 2018 municipal budget, which is retroactive to January 
1, 2018.  The new budget anticipates maintenance of the 
current municipal purpose tax rate of $0.755 per $100 of 
assessed valuation, for a total of $648,086,  and does not 
anticipate any change in current water-sewer utility rates.  
Tax bills for 2018,  which will be issued once all budgets 
have been filed, will show not only the municipal purpose 
tax, but also the taxes payable to the school district and to 
Monmouth County.

Also at the June 26 meeting, the Council noted a letter of 
resignation from Housing Inspector/Assistant Zoning Offi-
cer/Assistant Code Enforcement Officer John Marini.   Mr. 
Marini had been solely responsible for enforcement of all 
zoning, housing and other code enforcement ordinances 
since this past January.  With his departure, there will be no 
one enforcing these codes until a new code official is hired.

Other correspondence reported at the June 26 meeting 
included a letter of resignation from Environmental Com-
mission member Stacey Bonna, which leaves two vacant 
regular member positions on the Commission, and a letter 
from Borough Engineer Carmela Roberts in which she not-
ed that the Borough has been awarded grants for repaving 
of part of Homestead Lane and of Elm and Cedar Courts. 
She recommended that, prior to repaving, the water mains 
at those locations be replaced to improve service, and that 
similar replacement of water mains be completed whenever 
repaving is done in the future.

At the prior meeting of June 11, correspondence included 
a letter from the New Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (NJDEP) regarding a settlement agreement 
between NJDEP and the  Borough for violations of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act.  Following an inspection of the water 
treatment plant in which NJDEP determined that all viola-
tions previously cited had been abated, the assessed pen-
alty of $5,000  was reduced to $1,696, which the Borough 
agreed to pay.  A letter was also received from the United 
States Environmental Protection Administration regard-
ing a compliance evaluation inspection conducted at the 
sewage treatment plant on May 7, 2018.  The new sewage 
treatment system operator is dealing with the issues raised 
in that report and no fines or penalties have been assessed.

Resolutions and ordinances adopted at the June 11 meeting 
included an ordinance amending the salary ordinance to 
include summer camp positions, an ordinance establishing 
a cap bank to allow for unanticipated expenses during the 
year (such as expenses in response to litigation) and resolu-
tions setting fees for the summer camp, setting reimburse-
ment guidelines for 
the July 4 celebration, 
and appointing mu-
nicipal court employ-
ees (who are the same 
employees previously 
appointed by Mill-
stone to the joint 
municipal court).
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   A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Welcome to the 41st edition of the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin. There will be 

ten issues running from September through July. We will not publish in January 
and August.
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin Submission Process 

The Bulletin welcomes submissions for news items, information of local 
interest, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual arts. We ask all contributors to 
adhere to the following submission guidelines:

• Send your submission to the email rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.
com.  For short messages, you can also use the contact form on our web site, 
which will go to the same address.

• Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text with-
in the body of your email.

• Please limit your letters to 500 words (about one page in MS Word). We will 
edit letters for length when necessary. Longer letters may be published in full 
on the Bulletin web site.

• Please include images as separate files. If you have multiple files, please put 
them into a zip file, if possible. Please submit only JPEG images.

• The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month prior to publication 
(e.g., January 15 for the February issue). Submissions received after the 15th 
will normally be printed in the issue following the one currently in production.  
(So, for example, a submission received on January 16th would be printed in 
March.) 

• Most submissions will also be added to the Bulletin web site. Allow up to 
one week for submissions to appear online after publication of the print edition.

• Please name your files with your last name, or the name of your organiza-
tion, and the month. 

It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but 
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing, whenever pos-
sible.  When this is necessary, the revised version should be clearly named as a 
revision.

The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the 
Bulletin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical 
issues. And it is impressive that Roosevelt has supported this publication for 
so many decades by contributing both financially and intellectually. We are 
committed to providing you with the best publication possible—your support 
of our submission guidelines will enable our volunteers to most effectively meet 
that goal.

The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors 
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients, 
the cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs may 
be sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712

SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County 
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shop-
ping to ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service. 
   If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give 
them your name, address, and the town you are from, and where you wish to go. 

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin 
is published monthly, except 

August and January by 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  

P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 
08555 
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An archive of all past issues of the Bulletin can be found online at www.mazicmusic.com/rbb.htm, courtesy of Mark 
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official website of the Borough Bulletin. To have the Bulletin sent to you by email, please send your request to 
rpressler32@gmail.com.
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THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN 
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents.  We look forward to and appreciate  

contributions which are very much needed to keep our publication going. 
Contributions are tax deductible

PLEASE NOTE: Due to postal regulations we can only ask for “donations” rather than “subscriptions” 
from  out-of-towners who wish to receive the BULLETIN. 

We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we receive their contributions 
which, of course, can be for the same amount (or more) as in the past.

In order to save on postage, we would encourage non-residents who have computers  
to subscribe to the Bulletin online at www.boroughbulletin.org in lieu of receiving a paper copy.  

Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bulletin,  
are still very much welcome, since we could not publish without your support.

PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
Please send contributions to:  

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 

Keep up to date with the latest happen-
ings, events and announcements.  Follow 
the Bulletin on Facebook:  www.facebook.
com/RooseveltBoroughBulletin
If you would like your organization’s event 
posted to the Bulletin’s Facebook page, 
please send event details to 
rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.

Macaroni and Cheese Casserole
8 ounces elbow macaroni
2 cups shredded gouda cheese
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 cup mayonnaise
1 small can of sliced mushrooms
1 small jar of pimientos, chopped
Cheese cracker crumbs

Preparation Instructions

1. Boil the elbow macaroni.
2. Drain the macaroni.
3. Return the macaroni to the hot pot.
4. Add the cheese, mayonnaise, cream of mushroom soup, mushrooms, and pimientos to the pot 

with the macaroni.
5. Mix well.
6. Pour the contents of the pot into a baking dish.
7. Top with cheese cracker crumbs.
8. Bake, uncovered, at 350° for 20-30 minutes.

This recipe can be made ahead of time. Follow the instructions through step six. Refrigerate until you 
are ready to serve the casserole. Preheat the oven to 350°, add the cheese crackers, and bake until it is 
heated through.

B R E A K I N G  B R E A D
Submitted by  
Hope Pressler
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Senior Group Meetings
The Senior Citizen Group meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at the Borough Hall. 
At 1:30 pm we frequently have guests who speak 
about a variety of topics, generally applicable to 
everyone. Finances, health, and safety in the home 
are a few examples. Notices will be on the bulletin 
board at the P.O. All residents are welcome to take 
advantage of this worthwhile program.
Thank you. 
Geraldine Millar 
President, Seniors

Free Health Services Available from the Monmouth County Health Department; 
State-funded Lead Safe Home Remediation Grants also Available

by Michael Ticktin

The Borough of Roosevelt is one of the 26 municipalities in which health services are provided by the Monmouth 
County Health Department.   Free or low-cost services provided by the Health Department to residents of the 26 
municipalities include the following:

 
Make an appointment, call the Health Department at (732) 431-7456.

Any owner of a house built before 1978 who is concerned about the possible presence of lead paint, and whose house-
hold income does not exceed 80% of the median for Monmouth County, adjusted for household size, can apply 
for assistance under the Department of Community Affairs Lead-Safe Home Remediation Pilot Grant Program by 
contacting the Community Affairs and Resource Center at (732) 774-3282.  80% of median household income for 
Monmouth County ranges from $46,300 for a single- person household to $87,300 for an eight-person household. 

    *    free eye screenings and testing for body-mass index, 
         diabetes, cholesterol and bone density

    *    healthy travel vaccinations

    *    hypertension screening

    *    child immunizations

    *    adult immunizations

    *    well child physicals

    *    STDI clinics

    *    tuberculosis program

    *    women’s health, including mammography and  
         pap testing

    *    health education

Sculpture by William Pressler
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The Roosevelt First Aid Squad needs you!

We pay for training and uniform. Neighbors helping neighbors. Without volun-
teers, the ambulance cannot drive itself and residents might be forced to wait for 
an ambulance from another town. Time matters when you need help. 
If interested, please email rooseveltfirstaidsquad@yahoo.com.
Thank you for your support.

Property Maintenance  Reminder

This is a reminder to the residents and property owners in town that it is their responsibility to maintain their proper-
ty according to community standards. These are some examples of property maintenance issues that are becoming all 
too common in Roosevelt. 

• Please mow your lawns. Grass height must not exceed 10 inches.

• Do not store excessive amounts of clutter in your yards. The front yard should not be used for permanent storage of 
equipment or debris.

• Excessive visual damage to the exterior of your home. Things such as broken or boarded up windows or hanging 
gutters need to be repaired

Failure to maintain your property detracts from the beauty of the community, it is disrespectful to your neighbors, 
and it is against the law. 

The code enforcement officer has the authority to issue warnings and summonses for property owners who do not 
comply with the statute. Receiving a summons means a court appearance and, if found guilty, fines range from $250 
up to or greater than $1000. 

County Clerk Hanlon Launches Free Fraud Protection Service
Monmouth County Clerk Christine Giordano Hanlon is launching a new service to combat property fraud.  

The new Property Fraud Alert system, launched today, is a free subscription service that allows Monmouth County 
property owners to have their name/property monitored within the Recording Division of the County Clerk’s Office, 
in order to track possibly fraudulent activity. 

“Property fraud is considered a growing trend,” Hanlon said. “The new Property Fraud Alert will enable users in 
Monmouth County to proactively respond to potentially fraudulent activity involving their property.”

Monmouth County property owners can subscribe to the free alert system by visiting the Property Fraud Alert system 
online at PropertyFraudAlert.com, or on the phone by calling 800-728-3858. In order to subscribe, property owners 
must choose “Monmouth County, NJ” from the dropdown menu and provide their name or business name. Property 
owners may register additional names free of charge to cover common misspellings.

A subscriber can easily verify the information received via an alert and view the actual document that was recorded 
by visiting the Monmouth County Open Public Record Search website at oprs.co.monmouth.nj.us, or by calling the 
Property Fraud Alert call center at 800-728-3858. The call center is available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

If you have any questions about the Property Fraud Alert service, please call the Monmouth County Clerk’s Office at 
732-431-7324, ext. 8909 or e-mail CountyClerk@co.monmouth.nj.us. 
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By Al Hepner

Travels
Day one on the safari- Saturday, 
1/19/08
Finally we were about to meet 
and join the group and go into the 
mysterious jungle. There’s a Yiddish 
expression I rarely find satisfying 
in translation: “I was full of shpil-
kes”--hairpins.”
The plan for the trip had been 
simple: First fly to London because 
history told me that the British had 
colonized much of Africa, which 
made me think that flights from 
London would be more frequent 
than from the States. From London 
I’d planned to go to a Botswana & 
Namibia Safari (more about why 
I chose that one later*); following 
that, I’d fly to Australia, New Zea-
land, Argentina (Patagonia), and 
back to Newark. 
There’s an explanation for its sim-
plicity: when my wife (Freda) was 
dying of lung cancer for two years, 
at one point the oncologist sug-
gested a three-month-break in her 
chemotherapy. Before we discov-
ered that when one’s red blood cell 
count is low, one shouldn’t fly, one 
Friday evening we started to make 
plans. Relaxing with a glass of wine 
in Roosevelt, we speculated on a 
trip around the Southern Hemi-
sphere where we’d never been. I 
asked her, how she’d like to visit the 
Southern Hemisphere. This was the 
first time she truly smiled since her 
terminal diagnosis. 
The prospect of the trip became 
infectious as we fantasized about 
the places we’d visit. As much as I 
believed in its possible implementa-
tion, I hadn’t realized the impact it 
would make on me as well. A year 
after she died, I decided to go see 
the Southern Hemisphere before it 

would become too difficult for me 
to travel. 
You thought I forgot about the 
reason for the trip’s simplicity, but 
I haven’t. Once I decided to do it, 
I went to my daughter’s apartment 
for a week to use her fast Internet 
access. In those days, all I could get 
in Roosevelt was “dial up.” I labored 
for a week trying to decide which 
plane to take in which direction 
and for how long, not wanting to 
wind up on a Hyatt Hotel-grand- 
tour where everyone would get 
dressed up for dinner and discuss 
how much better it was back home 
or how quaint the native’s little feet 
were. I wanted to do my own thing. 
One month after having spent a 
whole week of making calls and 
trying to decide which tours to join 
and which to ignore, I spent anoth-
er frustrating weekend attempting 
to finalize the plans. It took me all 
that time to realize that by using 
the Internet and the commercial 
travel magazines, I had initiated 
an amalgam of tours that not only 
ran into each other but also didn’t 
really make me happy. 
Just before I gave up, I had an 
epiphany: I wanted to be the Wan-
dering Jew. I wanted to take risks. 
I didn’t want a bed waiting for me 
wherever I went. I wanted to feel 
insecure in my secure travel plans. 
I scrapped all the plans, except a 
camping safari that exemplified 
how I really wanted to go, and 
made vague plans as to where I’d 
stay. 
*Now comes the explanation why 
I chose the particular jungle safari 
I’d picked. It was hard to decide. 
The idea of camping in the jungle 
was too intriguing to pass up, but 

T R A V E L S

I chose the Colorado company I 
went with for only one reason; their 
ad read as follows: “When you’re 
in your tent at night and you hear 
all kinds of noises, be assured that 
whatever you think it is, you are 
correct--stay in your tent and don’t 
come out.” Since I’m writing this, 
you can be sure I never left my tent 
at night. 
*******
So back in Africa: The beginning 
of the next day went well, even 
though breakfast was awful, but it 
was made bearable by the chance 
to meet and talk with Heather, an 
Idahoan lawyer who had come to 
Africa on safaris several times. By 
the end of the day our group was 
also comprised of five Germans 
and one Portuguese. We met Ke-
oledocswee, our guide and driver, 
or “Master” as he called himself. 
Later that day I asked him if it was 
his way of being ironic to make up 
for all the years that the white man 
had insisted on being called Mas-
ter. He simply smiled and said that 
White folks couldn’t pronounce 
his name. I promptly proved him 
wrong, so he smiled acquiescing to 
my suggestion. We also met Daniel, 
the German translator, and a very 
sweet young cook named Victor.
Crossing from Zambia to Botswana 
on a pontoon was the second time I 
felt I was really in Africa; the sights 
were incredible. In this foliage 
dense jungle, trucks were lined up 
for miles along the river, waiting 
for paperwork to be cleared and for 
room on the pontoon, which could 
really only take one 40-foot truck 
at a time; we were told that they 
typically had to wait for two weeks 
to cross with the truck. 

Continued on Page 7



July/August 2018 • w w w . r o o s e v e l t b o r o u g h b u l l e t i n . o r g  7

Cinder block buildings on each 
side of the river were all that told 
us that we weren’t isolated in the 
jungle. The dirt road, speckled with 
straw-thatched huts that led to the 
river on both sides wasn’t comfort-
ing. Aside from the trucks and a 
few cars, men, women and chil-
dren lined the road waiting to get 
into the cinder-block building that 
served as a border station where 
one waited interminably for the 
chance to get passports reviewed. 
We needed to fill out papers on 
both sides. Fortunately, we got 
through quickly, but the Africans 
seemed distraught, or perhaps it 
was I, who identified with them, 
yet I don’t know why. Perhaps the 
evident poverty interfered with the 
clear process of crossing a border. 
A bus would meet some of the 
pedestrians, or a car would meet 
some people, but most would 
just walk, although there were 
no homes in sight anywhere. A 
mother, who was nursing her baby 
on the pontoon, stopped nursing, 
tearing the baby from her elon-
gated breast when she spotted me 
looking at her. The unaccustomed 
American no doubt glaring unwit-
tingly. 
We continued to Kasane, Botswa-
na, along the Chobe River, where 
we got to our camp. Although they 
were pretty basic, there were sepa-
rate toilets; common showers and 
our tents were already set up for 
us. We had lunch (sadly, not to my 
liking) deli-meats and cheese with 
bread. This turned out to be our 
lunch diet throughout. (I should 
have looked for a more expensive 
tour.)
We went on an afternoon river 
cruise to do some bird and mam-
mal watching. Hippos, warthogs, 
darters and others were seen, 

although mostly at a distance, and 
not necessarily by me. (I had gone 
to see the ophthalmologist just 
before I left to make sure I had no 
sign of melanoma. He told me that 
I do have cataracts in both eyes 
that will have to be removed when 
I return, meanwhile I couldn’t see 
as well as I might have. I think it 
made the young people on the trip 
more certain that I must be old. 
I’m so glad I could help them try 
to sort out how old I was. Peo-
ple are busy with such mundane 
issues: sight.)
Dinner consisted of cooked vege-
tables and grilled meat, some pasta 
and a lot of rice, which would pret-
ty much be the fare for two weeks.
The most challenging experience 
was getting ready with inadequate 
lighting in my 
tent. The large 
flashlight 
wasn’t work-
ing. I forgot 
that I had a 
self-standing 
flashlight, and 
the book light 
was awkward 
to use. Get-
ting things 
out of my 
small suitcase 
and going to 

Continued from Page 6

brush my teeth with a bottle of 
water was a test at best. I couldn’t 
write, couldn’t read, but I could 
listen to the iPod I’d brought. I was 
tired enough to fall asleep right 
away. I woke at two and four but 
fortunately fell asleep again with-
out having to use the toilet. In the 
morning, I learned how to break 
the tent down. While doing so I 
couldn’t wait until I’d have to put 
it back up. “Before you rejoice, 
think of putting this thirty pound 
monstrosity up. When I had read 
the ad for the trip, I thought “tent” 
connoted “pup’ tent,” like I had 
used in the US Army in 1955, not 
the heavy canvas tents they used 
during WWII. 
Day three and others, next time…

SIGN UP FOR CodeRED!!              

STAY SAFE!                  STAY INFORMED!

RECEIVE EMERGENCY NOTIFICATIONS FROM 
THE BOROUGH. 

HAVE THE NOTIFICATIONS GO TO YOUR 
LANDLINE, OR CELL, OR BOTH!

 SIGN UP BY GOING TO  

www.rooseveltnj.us  
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Speak Out 

there are moments like this
when the world makes no sense
when everything bad happens 
and it builds an electric fence

it’s a punch to the stomach
a shock to the heart
unthinkable for the brain
and a fail from the start

it’s this feeling of sadness
this feeling of craze
it’s like everything’s tipped over
and nothing stays

the people want to be happy
think about it, who doesn’t?
it’s just too crazy to understand
for the people who mustn’t 

why does this happen
why does it get worse
the answer is in front of you
don’t worry, it’s not a curse

those people right over there
bet on the wrong guy
hoping he’d win
they fought on the other side

this is the result
of fighting and violence
this is the call
for voices to speak out from the silence

-- Emily Ng

The fines are growing
Old problems are neglected
Please fix our sewer.

NM

American Life in Poetry: Column 690
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE 

James Crews, who lives in Vermont, was for two years our assistant 
at American Life in Poetry. A fine poet in his own right, he has just 
published a new book, Telling My Father, the winner of the 2017 
Cowles Poetry Prize from Southeast Missouri State University 
Press.

Strict Diet

Though the doctors said no salt,
salt was all my father craved.
His body bloated, skin water-logged
and gray, still he wanted potato chips,
honey-baked ham, greasy slabs
of Polish sausage from Piekutowski’s.
He begged for pepperoni pizza,
garlic butter, ribs slathered in sauce.
But when I did the shopping,
I searched only for labels that said
low sodium and no preservatives, instead
bringing home heads of broccoli,
turkey burgers, shredded wheat.
And when he died anyway,
guilt gnawed me like an ulcer—
how could I have denied him
his few final pleasures?—
until I found Big Mac wrappers
stuffed under the car seat,
jars of pickles in the hall closet,
and hidden among wads of tissues
near the night stand, his stash—
a half-used canister of salt.
I sat down on his sagging mattress
now stripped of stained sheets
and studied that blue label
with the girl in the yellow dress
holding her umbrella against a rain
of salt still falling from the sky.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation 
(www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department of English at the University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln. Poem copyright ©2017 by James Crews, “Strict Diet,” from Telling 
My Father, (Southeast Missouri State Univ. Press, 2017). Poem reprinted 
by permission of James Crews and the publisher. Introduction copyright 
©2018 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction’s author, Ted Kooser, 
served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library 
of Congress from 2004-2006.
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 Hi!  This is   “Rover”, Roosevelt’s official pooch, with a reminder that the 2018 licens-
ing period for dogs will begin on January 2, 2018.  In NJ all dogs over the age of 7 mos. 
are required to be licensed on a yearly basis. Dogs licensed from Jan. 2 thru Jan. 31 will 
not incur a late fee.  Thereafter, a late fee of $1.00 per dog for each outstanding month 
will be charged.

In order to license your dog for 2018, you will need to present a rabies certificate that 
will not expire before Oct 31, 2018; as an example, if the rabies certificate expires on 
Oct. 30, 2018, you will still need a new certificate in order to license your dog.  The 

only exception to this NJ state requirement is for those dogs who have a verified medical condition and/or reac-
tion to the rabies vaccines; in this case, the owner must present a signed, current statement (2018) from the 
treating veterinarian indicating that the dog cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons. 

The fees for the initial licensing period (Jan 2 – Jan 31, 2018) are as follows:

    Neutered/Spayed Dogs   Non-Neutered Dogs 

License fee:    $7.00     $7.00 
NJ Registration fee:    1.00       1.00 
Clinic fee       .20         .20 
NJ Pet Population Control    --       3.00  
Late fee     -----       -------     
Total    $8.20     $11.20 

Payment should be in exact cash or by check as the office most likely will not have change available. Sorry, credit 
or debit cards are not accepted. Best days for licenses are Tues - Thurs from 10 am – 3:30 pm. If you would like 
your license(s) mailed to you, you will need to send us a copy of the current rabies certificate, check or money 
order and you will need to supply a stamped self-addressed envelope – postage: .47 for 1 – 2 licenses, .68 for 3 – 4 
licenses; over 4 licenses needed, please come into the office. Once again, dependent on weather and road condi-
tions, we will try to schedule two evenings during the month of January for license issuance for those who are not 
available during the day but wish to license their dogs at the office.

This is Rover signing out and saying thanks for your help, understanding, cooperation and dog biscuits.

Dog License Period January 2018

CHECK OUT THE BOROUGH’S 
NEW WEBSITE:

www.rooseveltnj.us
REGISTER FOR E-NEWS ON THE HOME 
PAGE AND GET EMAIL COMMUNICA-

TIONS FROM THE BOROUGH.

YOU CAN NOW VIEW AND PAY YOUR 
PROPERTY TAXESAND UTILITIES BILL 

ON-LINE. JUST GO TO OUR WEBSITE AT  
www.rooseveltnj.us

Borough Mailing Instructions
 
When mailing anything to Roosevelt 
Borough, please use P.O. Box 128. 
This includes property tax payments 
and water/sewer payments. Please 
remember that the Borough no lon-
ger uses  P.O. Box 391 for water/sewer 
payments.
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Milkweeds
Continuing our series of articles 
highlighting the native species that 
we need to encourage, this month we 
spotlight milkweeds.

On May 6, 2016, our Mayor signed 
a Proclamation to restore habitat 
for the imperiled monarch but-
terfly in Roosevelt.  Since then the 
Environmental Commission has 
planted milkweeds, written instruc-
tions for germinating milkweed seeds 
and provided seeds to Roosevelt 
Public School students.  For those of 
you who have not yet planted them, a 
few more words about milkweeds...

Milkweeds are the only host plants 
for the monarch butterfly; that is, 
even though they will take nectar 
from other flowers, they will only lay 
their eggs on milkweeds.  Monarchs 
fly northward every year from their 
mountainous wintering grounds in 
Mexico, but not in one long flight to 
the northern limit of their range.  It 
takes several generations and each 
flies a little farther north.  A Monarch 
generation goes from egg to adult in 
about a month, and flies on.  In the 
fall, they all head south to spend the 
winter in a warmer climate, just like 
many New Jersey residents.  

Milkweeds help protect the monarch.  
Monarch caterpillars are immune to 
and absorb the bitter, cardiotoxic ste-
roids from the milkweeds on which 
they feed.  “You are what you eat!”  
These compounds make the caterpil-
lars and butterflies unpalatable and 
their bright colors are a warning sign. 
In self-defense, milkweeds exude 
milky sap, which contains about 2% 
latex.  Not enough to make it a com-
mercially viable source for rubber.  
The toxic properties of milkweeds 
also make them low on the list of 
culinary delights of our four footed 
residents, deer.  

There are 130+ milkweed species, 

the stems are solid whereas milk-
weeds have hollow stems.  There is 
one web page that says that dogbane 
can also serve as a host for the mon-
arch caterpillars, but I suspect the 
plant was misidentified, since many 
other pages specifically state that 
they starve when fed dogbane leaves.  
Don’t you love the web.

If your plants are like mine, they 
might be visited by fuzzy caterpillars.  
They are not monarchs, which have 
black, yellow and white bands, and 
smooth skin.  They are the milkweed 
tussock caterpillars, aka milkweed 
tiger moth caterpillars (Euchaetes 
egle), which also absorb the toxic 
compounds for self-defense.  Other 
visitors include the red milkweed 
beetle (Tetraopes tetrophthalmus), 
the orange and black milkweed leaf 
beetle (Labidomera clivicollis), and 
the orange-red and black large milk-
weed bug (Oncopeltus fasciatus).  
You can have a colorful menagerie in 
your own backyard.  

References:

Milkweeds:    https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Asclepias

Search Asclepias at     https://mon-
arch butterfly.wildflower.org/plants/   
or http://monarch butterfly.missouri-
botanicalgarden.org/

Monarchs:    https://monarchlab.org

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N By Kim Felong

25-40 in the US, depending on your 
reference source.  There are at least 
nine species of milkweed native to 
Monmouth County:

common milkweed (Asclepias syr-
iaca), swamp milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata), butterfly milkweed 
(Asclepias tuberosa), purple milk-
weed (Asclepias purpurascens), 
clasping milkweed (Asclepias 
amplexicaulis), poke milkweed 
(Asclepias exaltata), red milkweed 
(Asclepias rubra), redring milkweed 
(Asclepias variegate), whorled milk-
weed (Asclepias verticillata), and 
green comet milkweed (Asclepias 
viridiflora).

The first three are more common 
than the others and can be purchased 
locally as plants or seeds. The best 
place to look is those nurseries that 
sell native plants and wildflowers.  
Common milkweed can be weedy, 
since it spreads by underground 
shoots.  It is good for ‘wild’ areas that 
can be contained with a lawn mower.  
The others are better behaved and are 
clump forming.  Swamp milkweed 
(Asclepias incarnata ) is about 3 ft 
tall and typically has pink flowers, 
but the selection ‘Ice Ballet’ has white 
flowers.  In spite of it name, it does 
not need a swamp and will do well 
in average well-drained soil.  If you 
have a drier location, butterfly milk-
weed (Asclepias tuberosa) would be 
a good choice.  This species is about 
20 inches tall and has orange flowers, 
but ‘Hello Yellow’ has yellow flowers.   
‘Gay Butterflies’ is a strain that has 
red, orange, or yellow flowers. 

Dogbane, aka indian hemp 
(Apocynum cannabinum) is a milk-
weed relative, locally common, and 
often mistaken for a milkweed.  It 
has the same sort of milky sap and 
cardiotoxic steroids, but the seedpods 
are very slender and hang down, and 
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New Jersey   
Department of Environmental Protection

24-Hour Hotline
1-877-WARNDEP or  

1-877-927-6337
For reporting spills,  

hazardous discharges, and other environmental  
emergencies.

PET WASTE POLLUTES OUR 
WATERS

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP 
PROTECT OUR WATERS

Pick up after your pets. Properly 
dispose of pet waste Into the 
trash. Animal waste contains 
coliform bacteria, which is 
harmful to our health.

Carry a newspaper or plastic 
bag to pick up the waste while 
walking your pet

When treating your pet and 
yard for fleas or ticks, check 
with your veterinarian for safe 
substitutes. Never dispose of 
flea dip liquid on the ground or 
in the storm drain. It should be 
disposed of as a household  
hazardous waste.

Visit www.state.nj.us/dep/
dshw/rnp/hhwcps for list of 
county household hazardous 
waste disposal centers.

Do not feed wildlife such as 
geese, pigeons, ducks and deer.

Feeding results in more pollu-
tion from their waste.

For more information please 
contact the following:

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION 
DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

BUREAU OF NONPOINT 
POLLUTION CONTROL

MUNICIPAL STORMWATER 
REGULATION PROGRAM

(609)633-7021

WWW.NJSTORMWATER.ORG

Become Part of the Bulletin Team!

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin is a fully volunteer effort of its 
writers, editors, layout artist, and distribution captain. We would 
like to expand our team. 

We offer an excellent work environment (your home) and terrific 
benefits (people actually do say thank you a lot). The only require-
ments are that you must be able to send your material via email 
and translate all your work into Esperanto (actually, the Esperanto 
is optional). 

Calendar Editor – Prepare monthly calendar. Takes about 2 
hours if you do it carefully. We have an MS Word template you 
can just fill in for the routine stuff, and we can steer you towards 
reliable sources for the other stuff. A great way to find out what’s 
going on in the Borough!

Roving Reporter – 4 hours a month – Write short features that 
focus on Roosevelt-specific themes.

Parking Reminder

Please park your vehicles in the right direction only.  Parking on the wrong 
side of the street or in the wrong direction makes your vehicle difficult for 
oncoming traffic to see, especially in foggy or dark conditions.  Vehicles 
parked on the wrong side of the street are subject to towing.

Roosevelt Bulletin Backyard Finds

Sharyn (North Valley) 
shares her yard with lots 
of colorful friends. — 
with Sharyn Walz.

“Here kitty, kitty” — with 
Kimberly Felong and 
Vindhia Gordon.

What’s in your back yard? We’re posting photos and videos shared by our 
Roosevelt neighbors. SEND US YOUR CONTRIBUTION. PM the Bulletin 
page or send email to assenka5@gmail.com

Mary Macher is surrounded 
by beauty. These double day 
lilies brighten her back yard.
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C A M P  R O O S E V E L T

Camp Roosevelt is well underway this 
season, with 32 campers enjoying the 
beautiful summer weather in our natu-
ral community! The campers have been 
spending most of their time outdoors 
learning and playing new and classic field 
games, appreciating wildlife and out-
doors skills on nature walks, and high-
lighting all their tremendous creativity 
through art projects. Camp activities 
range from football to yoga, from tie-
dye to sand art, and from movie making 
to fort building.  Water play is a dai- ly 
event as well, allowing all who are willing to 
get wet to cool off with games, relays and 
general water frolic!  
   So far this summer we were lucky enough to 
have a presentation from Diane Lowrie from 
the State Parks and Forestry Department.  
Campers learned how to pack a camping 
backpack and how to put up and take down 
a tent. Local volunteers are always welcome 
to come and show our campers the amazing 
collection of abilities, skills, and projects in 
our unique town.
   Campers are also taking weekly trips to 
places like the Manasquan Reservoir, Tur-
key Swamp Park, Grounds for Sculpture and 
more. Feel free to stop by the school and 
watch the fun the campers, aged 1st grade 
though 7th are enjoying! Camp Roosevelt 
continues through August 17th!

By Gus Vuolle and Larisa Bondy
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County Division of Transpor-
tation Expands Hours
The Monmouth County Division 
of Transportation is pleased to 
announce that beginning Mon-
day, October 2, 2017, SCAT 
transportation services will be 
expanding its hours of operation. 
For further information, please 
call 732.431.6480 ext.1. This 
change may be able to accom-
modate your transportation 
needs, including:
• Medical
• Share-Ride
• Dialysis
• College Classes
• Disabled Work
• And much more,,,

USED ELECTRONIC 
EQUIPMENT:
Used Computers – tow-
ers and monitors only, 
laptops and Televisions 
may be brought to the 
Hightstown Public Works 
Yard located at 156 Bank 
St. for disposal.  Please 
place inside the walk-in 
Good Will container.  
Hours of operation for 
drop off are:  Monday 
through Friday, 7:00 AM 
to 3:30 PM.

Free Food Distribution
To All Roosevelt Residents:

Do we have any needy families 
in Roosevelt? I’m sure we must; 
there is nothing to be embar-
rassed about. Times are hard, 
people are out of work or on a 
fixed income.  
Food is distributed, free of 
charge, by volunteers one 
Friday and Saturday a month 
between 12:00 and 1:00 pm at 
the Clarksburg Community 
Center, Route 571, next to the 
Clarksburg Fire House. You 
have to pick it up yourself since 
there is no delivery. No ques-
tions as to eligibility will be 
asked. 
The Saturdays do vary, so when 
I find out which Saturday, I 
will put a notice on the bulle-
tin board at the Roosevelt Post 
Office. Call me if you have ques-
tions.            
Geraldine Millar        
609.448.0351

Join Us at Facebook group: Rocking it in Roosevelt! 
- Be Kind To One Another

Rocking it in Roosevelt!
An art movement in Roosevelt!  Design and paint rocks, add a clear 
coat, and hide them around town.  Once you find a treasure, you 
can keep it, collect it, trade it, or re-hide it for someone else to find.  
What a great way to brighten someone’s day!
Take a picture with your treasure and post them on the Facebook 
group!  It’ll be fun to see who can find your creations!
Rocks don’t need to be fancy, but we do have some amazing artists 
in town.

Sculpture by William Pressler
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Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.

Mary & Carlo Alfare
James Alt & Susan Schwartz
Sam & Nicole Ashburner     
Robin & Robert Axel
Helen Barth
Elsbeth Battel
Richard & Janet Bernardin
Bruce & Irene Block
Karen & Marvin Block
Linda Block
Charlotte Bondy
Bondy/Vuolle Family
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna
Jacqueline Carpenter
Susan & Robert Cayne
Maureen & Bob Clark
Keith & Patricia Clayton
Dina Coe & Greg McGrath 
William and  

   June Counterman
Paul & Elise Cousineau
Marie DelPiano
Margaret Deuchar
Kay Drury
Frances Duckett
Virginia Edwards
Bert & Shan Ellentuck
Lou & Irma Esakoff
Bob and Ellen Francis
Richard & Heather Giske
Judith Goetzmann
Jay & Ann Goldman
Eitan & Karen Grunwald
Michael & Nancy Hamilton
Tim & Lorraine Hartley
Anne Hayden

Al Hepner
Constance &  

   David Herrstrom
Len & Michele Hillis
Daniel Hoffman &  

   Assenka Oksiloff
David & Louise Hoffman
Gail Hunton &  

   Wes Czyzewski
Cynthia Imbrie
Michelle & Rick Jaeger
Sheila & Phil Jaeger
Henry and Kathleen  

   John-Alder
Anna & Ben Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Susan Jones
Ingrid Jordan
Bahiru & Ann Kassahun
Doreen Kirchner
Lynn Lawson
LeCompte family
David & Joanna Leff
Jill Lipoti & Brad Garton
Claudia Luongo &  

   Ken Maffeo 
Steven & Mary Macher
Alan Mallach & Robin Gould
Pamela Masiello
Julia & James McArdle
Geraldine Millar
Ed & Rose Murphy
Nicholas Murray & 
Katharine Anatale
Teri Nachtman
Lian Neeman

Allen Newrath
The Ng Family
June Ord
Maureen Parrott
Parsons family
Bob & Alison Petrilla 
Petrillo family
Gregg and Elizabeth Possiel
Richard & Hope Pressler
Steve & Peggy Ring
Patricia Roberts
Roosevelt Arts Project
Merle & Irv Rose
Kirk & Jane Rothfuss
Helen Seitz
Jonathan & Jean Shahn
Ellen & Sandy Silverman
Shirley Sokolow
Cornelia Spoor
Michael & Linda Szewczyk 
Emily & Steve Taylor
Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Joseph Trammell
Mary & Rod Tulloss
Sharon & Andrew Unger
Elinor Wallner
Natalie Warner
Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Carol Watchler
Bob & Judy Weinberg
Frank Wiesinger &  

   Theresa Secks
Zahora family
Gail Zelenak 
Mark & Judith Zuckerman
Gerben & Jennifer Zylstra
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Help us to fill  up this page.
Thank you for your generosity!
Send in a contribution today.
Please send contributions to:

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  
P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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A U T O M O B I L E  S E R V I C I N G
COMPACT KARS 
3 Trenton Lakewood Road, 
Clarksburg, NJ 08510 
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision 
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars 
609-259-6373

LANE TIRE CENTER 
Complete Auto Care Center 
All Work Guaranteed/Foreign & 
Domestic 
387 Mercer St., Hightstown 
448-9500

PET PLEASERS 
Dog Training Services 
Certified Dog Trainer 
Pet Sitter 
Boarding & Grooming 
609-426-4209

Paw Prince Petsitting 
Dog walking 
Boarding 
Home Visits
www.facebook.com/tashaspawprince 
(908) 809-2888

MENDIES FAMILY FARM 
65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt 
Year-Round Farming 
Community-Supported Agriculture(CSA) 
Spring/Summer/Winter CSA memberships  
(609)-820-8809 • www.mendiesfarm.com

Pamela J. Masiello Bookkeeping
P.O. Box 37
Roosevelt, NJ 08855
828.423.7882
pmkreationstation7@gmail.com
Quickbooks, Excel, Word, Google Drive, 
Dropbox, etc.
Grant Reporting, Budgeting, Expensing
Your office or mine

THE ADLERMAN AGENCY, 
INSURORS
Handling houses in Roosevelt on every 
street in town since the early 1940s. 
317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., NJ 
08831 | (609) 655-7788  
Mel A. Adlerman CLU, CPIA

M U S I C

D E L T A  N O I R
A band playing early jazz and blues and 
gypsy swing. Ron Kostar on clarinet and 
vocal; Robert Thorn on guitar and vocals; 
Ron Villegas on guitar; Henry Dale on 
stand-up bass. See us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/deltanoir. Available for 
parties and other occasions.

GUITAR INSTRUCTION 
Age 7 & up 
David Brahinsky: 443-1898 
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING 
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.

LESSONS IN PIANO, KEYBOARD 
AND MUSIC PRODUCTION
Live music for all occasions.
Gabriel Saks (929) 500-6721

P E R S O N A L  C A R E 

TAI CHI CLASSES
Roosevelt Boro Hall
Tuesday 11:00 - 12:00 
Wednesday 9:30 am – 11 am
Thursday 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
June Counterman 609-448-3182
M A T H  T U T O R I N G
 
ROOSEVELT STUDENTS:
Elementary through College
Do you occasionally need help with math 
homework or help preparing for a test?
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.S. Teacher)  
for appt.: 609-448-5096 
Tutoring provided at no charge 
in loving memory of Sarah Tulloss. 

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T 
C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  E T  A L

Youri Nazarov Complete  
Home Remodeling 
609-443-3388 
Long term contractor with Twin Rivers 
Association.  A resident of Roosevelt  
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, floor-
ing, interior doors, painting, architectual 
moldings and so much more. 
Free estimates.  Licensed and insured.                              
 
GREG DEFOE 
Handyman Service 
Interior/Exterior Painting 
Complete home repairs and renovations 
Fully insured 
PROMPT RESPONSE GUARANTEED 
80 Pine Drive, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 
609-448-4883 cell: 609-577-4081 
gdefoe123@verizon.net

HAGUE HEATING & COOLING LLC 
For all your Heating &  
Air Conditioning needs
Family owned and operated
Over 30 years in the business 
NJ LIC.# 19HC00144600
Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908 

MICHAEL D. PRYZCHOCKI, 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR, INC. 
Small Job to Total Construction. 
Roofing, Additions.  
Renovations – Bathroom, Kitchens, 
Remodeling – Major and Minor Repairs. 

References Available. Fully Insured,  
Free Estimates, Certified Contractor.  
10% Senior Citizen Discount 448-2180 
N.J. Lic. #13VH01307200
EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING 
We’ve got your entire floor covering 
needs 
**WOOD**VINYL**TILE**CERAMIC** 
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs
East Windsor - 609-443-6999 

ARTHUR R. STINSON 
CONSTRUCTION 
Since 1982 Specializing in Home 
Addition, Bathrooms & Kitchens & 
Finished Basements 
Brick & Concrete Patios-Stamped 
Concrete
Energy-Saving Windows & Doors
Ceramic Tile 
Free Estimates State License 
448-0154 #13VH00923900 
Fax 448-1122 Fully Insured

DR.K’s DESIGNSCAPES INC.
P.O. Box 516, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
 (609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085 
www.drksdesignscapes.com 
Fully Insured & Licensed
Craig Kaufman, President 
Rutgers Landscape Architecture 
Graduate
Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Complete Lawn and Tree Services 
Designs / Planting Plans / Lighting
Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Mulch / Stone / Top Soil
Gutter Clean-Out / Power Washing
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining 
Walls / Concrete Staining / Sealing
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
Fencing / Fire Wood

ALLEN’S TREE SERVICE
118 Trenton - Lakewood Rd
Millstone Township, NJ 08510
(609) 259-8668 
allenstreeservicenj.com
Mon-Sun 8:00am - 8:00pm
NJ certified tree experts #515
We Guarantee NO Lawn Damage!
Comprehensive tree and shrub services
Emergency service available
Call us for an initial consultation and 
free, no-obligation estimate

TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE
Pruning * Shaping * Tree Removal * 
Lots Cleared * Mulch * Snow Removal 
* Stump Grinding * Hedge Trimming * 
Firewood  
John (609) 918-1668   
Insured  Quality Work 
www.timberwolftreeservice.com

The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the 
immediate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and 
are tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month 

BUSINESS SPONSORS
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The Roosevelt Board of 
Education’s website contains 
complete school calendar infor-
mation: www.rps1.org.
Please send notice of your events 
to the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin 
at P.O. Box 221 or email to 
RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@
gmail.com.

A U G U S T
7 Tues. 12:30 pm  Senior Citizens Meeting, 

    Borough Hall

7 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board  
   Borough Hall

8  Weds.  Recycling Pickup

13 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,  
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

15  Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,   
   Borough Hall, 

21 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,  
   Business Meeting, 
   John Vo, President 

22 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

23 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Ken LeCompte, President

27 Tues. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

S E P T E M B E R
3  Mon.  Labor Day

4 Tues. 12:30 pm  Senior Citizens Meeting, 
    Borough Hall

4 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board  
   Borough Hall

5  Weds.  Recycling Pickup

6  Thurs.  Roosevelt Public School Opens

10  Mon.   Roosevelt Public School Closed

11  Tues.  Roosevelt Public School Closed

12 Wed. 7:00 pm Council Meeting,  
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

18 Tues. 7:00 pm Roosevelt First Aid Squad,  
   Business Meeting, 
   John Vo, President

19  Weds.  Roosevelt Public School Closed

24 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting, Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

25  Weds.  Recycling Pickup

26  Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Comm. Mtg.,   
   Borough Hall, 

27 Thurs.   7:30 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Ken LeCompte, President
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RECYCLING DATES
August 8, 22 

September 5, 25 

STATE PERMITS
Wednesdays 1 – 3 

ZONING PERMITS
Tuesdays 4 – 5 PM

BOROUGH HOUSING  
INSPECTIONS

Tuesdays 5 – 6 PM 
Borough Hall

Issue/ Problem CCall
Power outage JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage Your telephone provider 
(phone #  is on your bill)

Loose  or lost dog Animal Ctrl:  609-234-4862 or 
State Police  609-584-5000

Road obstruction 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Health Emergency 911 

Comcast outage 1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage (800) 837-4966

Wildlife Issues 877-927-6337


