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A Prayer

Teach me, teach me how

To deal with the world, O Lord!
And how I may transform

Evil into good.

If a wild beast lurks
In our humanity,

Let me turn it toward
A mild humility.

I’ve seen a trainer in

The circus tame a tiger;
Seen him de-fang a snake.
Lord, let me be wiser.

Bless me with patience; too,
And make me iron hard
That I may show mankind
At least such wonders, Lord.

Translation by Leonard Wolf
The Penguin Book of Modern Yiddish Verse

Yiddish-English Transliteration (after YIVO)

Vowels: A LOT
E more LET than LOT
LY between LIT and LEEK
O LAWN
u LOOT
Diphthongs: (pronounce each | AY (A-Y) | LIFE
component vowel separately) EY (E-Y) LATE
OY (O-Y) | LOITER
Consonants: (as in English, R (guttural or dental roll; otherwise more ‘D’ than ‘R”)
except:) KH (guttural; not like German)
ZH PLEASURE
-N (GN, TN, etc.) nasal; no vowel sound
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Gebet (Prayer)

for unaccompanied SATB

Poem: Avrom Reyzn Music: Mark Zuckerman
[translation by Leonard Wolf]
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[Seen him de-fang a snake.

Lord, let me be wiser. |
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