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"Renewal" came about because Jean-Christophe Dobrzelewski emailed 
me to say he was interested in a piece for trumpet and pipe organ that 
somehow integrated Jewish material. Because of the acoustic properties 
and sacred nature of likely performance venues, I thought it more 
appropriate to find the Jewish elements in religious practice than in 
Jewish secular culture (e.g., klezmer). I immediately thought of the 
similarities between the trumpet and the shofar (ram's horn), which has a 
critical role in the liturgy of the Jewish High Holy Days. I became 
intrigued by the challenge of fusing this with the long-standing tradition 
of trumpet and organ music, which is closely associated with the 
Baroque. 

Renewal is a mingling of cultural influences. The opening idea in the 
trumpet is drawn from the sounding of the shofar (ram’s horn) at Rosh 
HaShanah, the Jewish New Year, inspiring the title. This idea is 
contrasted with the following trumpet and organ duet, which recalls a 
Baroque trumpet voluntary. The two ideas play off each other 
throughout the piece. 

Mark Zuckerman (b. 1948) has written extensively for virtuoso soloists, 
chamber ensembles, a cappella choir (including an internationally-
recognized collection of Yiddish choral arrangements), wind ensemble, 
and string orchestra, with work acclaimed as “intriguing music of 
deceptive simplicity ... subtle, persuasive and, quite simply, beautiful” 
and “highly accessible … quite moving.” A Princeton Ph.D. in 
composition, he taught at Princeton and Columbia and published 
numerous articles and a book drawn from his popular jazz survey course. 
He also played saxophone in stage bands; clarinet, sax and keyboards in 
rock bands; washtub bass in bluegrass and jug bands; and sang in several 
Yiddish choirs. Zuckerman’s music is available from a number of 
commercial music publishers and CD labels and has been performed and 
recorded by a variety of prestigious soloists and ensembles on four 
continents. 
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