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Hush

Hush and hush—no sound be heard.
Bow in grief but say no word.

Black as pain and white as death,
Hush and hush and hold your breath.

Heard by none and seen by none
Out of the dark night will he,
Riding on a snow-white steed,
To our house come quietly.

From the radiance of his face,
From his dress of shining white
Joy will simmer and enfold;

Over us will fall his light.

Quieter—no sound be heard!

Bow in grief but say no word.

Black as pain and white as death,
Hush and hush and hold your breath.

If we have been mocked by them,
If we have been fooled again

And the long and weary night
We have waited all in vain,

We will bend down very low
To the hard floor, and then will
Stand more quiet than before,
Stiller, stiller and more still.

Translation by Marie Syrkin
The Penguin Book of Modern Yiddish Verse

Yiddish-English Transliteration (after YIVO)

Vowels: A LOT
E more LET than LOT
LY between LIT and LEEK
O LAWN
u LOOT
Diphthongs: (pronounce each AY (A-Y) LIFE
component vowel separately) EY (E-Y) LATE
OY (0-Y) | LOITER
Consonants: (as in English, R (guttural or dental roll; otherwise more ‘D’ than ‘R’)
except:) KH (guttural; not like German)
ZH PLEASURE
N (GN, TN, etc.) nasal; no vowel sound




Duration: ca. 3'30"

Shtiler, shtiler

Music: Mark Zuckerman

for unaccompanied SATB

Mani Leyb
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