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 Hush  שטילער, שטילער
 ! הױך ניט רעדט! שטילער, שטילער
 . בלײך און שװאַרץ געבױגן שטײט

 , פּײַן אין אײַנגעבױגענע
 . אײַן אָטעם דעם האַלט און שװײַגט

 

 אַרױס נאַכט טיפֿער דער פֿון
 ,  געהערט ניט קײנעם פֿון און
  פֿערד װײַסן אַ  אױף ער װעט
 .  הױז אונדזער צו שטיל קומען

 

  געזיכט לױטערן זײַן פֿון
  קלײד װײַסן קלאָרן זײַן און

 , פֿרײד די אונדז אױף װעט װײען
 . ליכט זײַן אונדז אױף װעט פֿאַלן

 

 ! הױך ניט רעדט! שטילער נאָר זײַט
 . בלײך אין שװאַרץ געבױגן שטײט

 , פּײַן אין אײַנגעבױגענע
 . אײַן אָטעם דעם האַלט און שטײט

 

 , אָפּגענאַרט אינדז האָט מען אױב
 , אױסגעלאַכט אונדז האָט מען אין
  נאַכט לאַנגע גאַנצע די און

  —, געװאַרט אומזיסט מיר האָבן
 

  בראָך אונדזער אין מיר װעלן
  דיל האַרטן צום זיך בײגן
 , שטיל שװײַגן װעלן מיר און

 . נאָך שטילער און נאָך שטילער
 

 ! הױך ניט רעדט! שטילער זשע זײַט
 , בלײך און שװאַרץ געבױגן שטײט

 , פּײַן אין אײַנגעבױגענע
   ... אײַן אָטעם רעם האַלט און שטײט

Hush and hush—no sound be heard. 
Bow in grief but say no word. 
Black as pain and white as death, 
Hush and hush and hold your breath. 
 
Heard by none and seen by none 
Out of the dark night will he, 
Riding on a snow-white steed, 
To our house come quietly. 
 
From the radiance of his face, 
From his dress of shining white 
Joy will simmer and enfold; 
Over us will fall his light. 
 
Quieter—no sound be heard! 
Bow in grief but say no word. 
Black as pain and white as death, 
Hush and hush and hold your breath. 
 
If we have been mocked by them, 
If we have been fooled again 
And the long and weary night 
We have waited all in vain, 
 
We will bend down very low 
To the hard floor, and then will 
Stand more quiet than before, 
Stiller, stiller and more still. 
 

Translation by Marie Syrkin 
The Penguin Book of Modern Yiddish Verse 

 

Yiddish-English Transliteration (after YIVO) 
Vowels: A LOT 

 E more LET than LOT 

 I,Y between LIT and LEEK 

 O LAWN 

 U LOOT 

Diphthongs: (pronounce each AY (A-Y) LIFE 

component vowel separately) EY (E-Y) LATE 

 OY (O-Y) LOITER 

Consonants: (as in English, R (guttural or dental roll; otherwise more ‘D’ than ‘R’) 

except:) KH (guttural; not like German) 

 ZH PLEASURE 

 -N (GN, TN, etc.) nasal; no vowel sound 
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SHTI - LER!
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SHTI - LER!
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∑
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7 œ ˙ œb
SHVARTS UN

˙n ˙b
SHVARTS UN

œ ˙ œb
SHVARTS UN

.˙n œ
SHVARTS UN

w
BLEYKH.
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BLEYKH.

w
BLEYKH.

˙ ˙
BLEYKH.
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AYN - GE -

.˙ œ
AYN - GE -

.˙# œ#
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˙ ˙#
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œ# œ# œ# œ
BOY - GN -

w
BOY - - - -

œ# œ# œ# œ
BOY - GN -

w
BOY - - - -

.˙# œ#
E IN

œ œ# œ# œ#
GN - E IN
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E IN
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GN - E IN
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˙ ˙
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˙ Œ œ#
SHVAYGT UN

˙# Œ œ#
SHVAYGT UN

˙ Œ œ#
SHVAYGT UN

˙# Œ œ#
SHVAYGT UN

π

π

π

π

˙# Œ œ#
HALT DEM

˙ Œ œ
HALT DEM

˙# Œ œ#
HALT DEM

˙ Œ œ
HALT DEM

˙# ˙n
O - TEM

˙# ˙#
O - TEM

˙# ˙n
O - TEM

˙# ˙#
O - TEM

.˙# Œ
AYN.

.˙# Œ
AYN.

.˙# Œ
AYN.

.˙# Œ
AYN.

˙# œ œ#
FUN DER

.˙# œ#
FUN DER

.˙# œ#
FUN DER

.˙# œ#
FUN DER
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.˙ œ
TI - FER

.˙# œ#
TI - FER

œ œ œ œ#
TI - FER

.˙# œ#
TI - FER

Shtiler, shtiler
for unaccompanied SATB

Poem: Mani Leyb Music: Mark Zuckerman

© Mark Zuckerman 1992

Duration: ca. 3'30"
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19 œb ˙ œ
NAKHT A -

.˙# œ#
NAKHT A -

œb ˙ œ
NAKHT A -

.˙# œ#
NAKHT A -

˙# œn œ
ROYS UN FUN

˙# œn œ
ROYS UN FUN

˙# Ó
ROYS

˙# Ó
ROYS
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>̇ œb œ
KEY - NEM

œ
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KEY - NEM

∑

∑

œ œ ˙
NIT GE-HERT,

œ œ ˙#
NIT GE-HERT,
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˙ Ó
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VET ER

Ó œ œ
VET ER
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OYF A VAY - SN
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OYF A VAY - SN
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w
FERD
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FERD
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KU - MEN

Œ ˙ œ
KU - MEN

Œ ˙ œ
KU - MEN

Œ ˙ œ
KU - MEN

π
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˙ Œ œ
SHTIL TSU

˙ Œ
œ

SHTIL TSU

˙ Œ œ
SHTIL TSU

˙ Œ œ
SHTIL TSU

.˙b œb
UN - DZER

.˙# œ#
UN - DZER

.˙b œb
UN - DZER

˙ ˙
UN - DZER

w
HOYZ.

˙ ˙#
HOYZ.

w
HOYZ.

w
HOYZ.

œ œ ˙
FUN ZAYN LOY -

œ œ ˙b
FUN ZAYN LOY -

œ œ ˙
FUN ZAYN LOY -

œ œ ˙b
FUN ZAYN LOY -
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TE - RN GE -

œ œb œ# œ
TE - RN GE -

œ œ œ œ
TE - RN GE -

œ œb œ# œ
TE - RN GE -

˙ œb œb
ZIKHT UN ZAYN

˙ œ œ#
ZIKHT UN ZAYN

˙ Ó
ZIKHT

˙ Ó
ZIKHT

f F

f F

f
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˙ ˙
KLO - RN,

˙ ˙
KLO - RN,
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VAY - SN

œ ˙ œ
VAY - SN
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œ œb ˙b
KLEYD
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œb Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó
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VEY - EN
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VEY - EN
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VET OYF UNDZ DI

œ œ œ œ
VET OYF UNDZ DI
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˙ ˙
FREYD,

w#
FREYD,

.˙b œ
FA - LN

.˙ œ
FA - LN

.˙b œ
FA - LN

˙# ˙#
FA - LN

f cresc.

f cresc.

f cresc.

f cresc.

˙b œ œ
VET OYF

˙ ˙
VET OYF

˙b ˙b
VET OYF

˙ ˙
VET OYF

˙
, ˙#

UNDZ ZAYN

˙
,
˙

UNDZ ZAYN

˙
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UNDZ ZAYN

˙ , ˙
UNDZ ZAYN
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LIKHT.
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SHTI - LER!
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.˙n œ
REDT NIT
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.˙n œ
REDT NIT

œ œb œ œ#
REDT NIT
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wb
HOYKH!

˙b ˙
HOYKH!
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HOYKH!

w
HOYKH!

.˙b œb
SHTEYT GE -

Œ œb ˙b
SHTEYT GE -

Œ œb œb œb
SHTEYT GE -

.˙b œb
SHTEYT GE -
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48 ˙b ˙n
BOY - GN

œ œb œb œb
BOY - GN

œ œ œb œ
BOY - GN

˙b ˙n
BOY - GN

œb ˙b œ
SHVARTS UN

˙b ˙b
SHVARTS UN

˙ ˙b
SHVARTS UN

œb ˙b œ
SHVARTS UN

œ .˙
BLEYKH.

wb
BLEYKH.

w
BLEYKH.

œ .˙
BLEYKH.
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AYN -

Œ ˙ œ
AYN - GE -
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AYN -
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AYN - GE -
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œ œ ˙
GE - BOY - - -

œ œ# .œ jœ
BOY - GN -
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GE - BOY - - -

œ œ# .œ Jœ
BOY - GN -

˙ ˙b
GN -

.˙ œ
E IN

˙ ˙b
GN -

.˙ œ
E IN
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E

w
PAYN,

˙b ˙
E
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PAYN,

Œ ˙n œ
SHTEYT UN

˙ ˙#
SHTEYT UN

˙ ˙b
SHTEYT UN

Œ ˙ œ
SHTEYT UN

P dim.

P dim.

P dim.

P dim.

œ ˙b œb
HALT DEM

˙ ˙#
HALT DEM

.˙ œ
HALT DEM

œ ˙b œ
HALT DEM

.˙# œ#
O - TEM

˙# ˙b
O - TEM

˙b ˙
O - TEM

.˙# œ#
O - TEM

.˙ Œ
AYN.

.˙# Œ
AYN.

.˙b Œ
AYN.

.˙ Œ
AYN.

.˙# œ#
OYB MEN

.˙# œ#
OYB MEN

∑

∑
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P
.˙ œ

HOT UNDZ
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HOT UNDZ
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61 .˙ œb
OP - GE -

.˙# œb
OP - GE -

˙b ˙b
OP - GE -

˙b ˙b
OP - GE -

F

F

F

F

˙ ˙b
NART,

˙ ˙b
NART,
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NART,

wb
NART,
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f

f
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∑

∑

œ œ œ# œ
UN MEN HOT UNDZ

œ œ œn œ
UN MEN HOT UNDZ

F

F

˙n ˙
OYS - GE -

˙n ˙
OYS - GE -

.˙n œb
OYS - GE -

.˙n œb
OYS - GE -

f
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w
LAKHT,
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LAKHT,

˙b ˙
LAKHT,
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LAKHT,
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UN DI GAN - TSE
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LAN - GE
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LAN - GE
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w#
NAKHT

œ# œ# ˙n
NAKHT

.˙ œb
HO - BN

.˙ œb
HO - BN

˙ Ó

˙ Ó

p cresc.

p cresc.

˙# ˙
MIR UM -

˙# ˙
MIR UM -

∑

∑

œ# œn ˙n
ZIST GE - VART,

œ# œ# œ# œ
ZIST GE - VART,

∑

∑

F

F
œ# œ ˙#
VE - LN MIR

Ó œ œ#
VE - LN

œ# œ ˙#
VE - LN MIR

Ó œ œ#
VE - LN

F
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IN UN - -

.˙# œ#
MIR IN

œ œn ˙
IN UN - -

.˙# œ#
MIR IN

œ œ œ œ#
DZER BROKH

w#
UN - - - - -

œ œ œ œ#
DZER BROKH

w#
UN - - - - -

w

œ œ œ œb
DZER BROKH

w

œ œ œ œb
DZER BROKH

.œ Jœ ˙#
BOY - GN ZIKH

Ó œb œ
BOY - GN

∑

∑

œ œ ˙
TSUM HAR -
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ZIKH TSUM
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78 .œ jœb ˙
TN DIL

.˙ œ
HAR - TN

∑

∑

˙ Ó

˙ Ó
DIL

Ó œ œb
UN MIR

∑

F

∑

∑

œ œb .œ Jœ
VE - LN SHVAY -

∑

∑

∑

œ œb ˙
GN SHTIL,

∑

∑

∑

w

œ œ œb œ
UN MIR VE - LN
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œb œ ˙b
SHVAY - - -

œ œ# ˙
SHVAY - - -
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∑
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œ œ ˙
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GN SHTIL,
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SHTI - LER NOKH
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œ œ# ˙#
SHTI - LER NOKH

.˙ œ#
UN

.˙ œ#
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œ œ# ˙#
SHTI - LER NOKH

P

P

P

P

.˙ œ
UN

œb œ ˙n
SHTI - LER NOKH.

œb œ ˙n
SHTI - LER NOKH.

.˙ œ
UN

p
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.œ Jœ# ˙n
SHTI - LER NOKH.
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.œ jœ# ˙n
SHTI - LER NOKH.

Rall.
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œ œ ˙b
ZAYT ZHE SHTI -

.˙ œb
ZAYT ZHE

Ó ˙b
SHTI -

.˙ œb
ZAYT ZHE
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.˙ Œ
LER!

œ# ˙ Œ
SHTI - LER!

.˙ Œ
LER!

œ# ˙ Œ
SHTI - LER!

.˙n œb
REDT NIT

.˙# œ#
REDT NIT

.˙n œb
REDT NIT

.˙# œ#
REDT NIT

.˙b Œ
HOYKH!

.˙n Œ
HOYKH!

.˙b Œ
HOYKH!

.˙n Œ
HOYKH!

.˙ œ
SHTEYT GE -

.˙ œb
SHTEYT GE -

.˙b œb
SHTEYT GE -

.˙ œb
SHTEYT GE -

˙ ˙
BOY - GN

˙b ˙n
BOY - GN
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BOY - GN

˙b ˙n
BOY - GN
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SHVARTS UN

œb ˙ œ
SHVARTS UN

œ ˙ œ
SHVARTS UN

œb ˙ œ
SHVARTS UN
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BLEYKH.
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BLEYKH.
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BLEYKH.

˙b ˙b
BLEYKH.
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AYN - GE -

.˙b œb
AYN - GE -

.˙ œ
AYN - GE -

˙ ˙
AYN - GE -
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œ œ .œ Jœb
BOY - GN -

.˙b œb
BOY - GN -

.˙ œ
BOY - GN -

˙b ˙
BOY - GN -

.˙ œ
E IN

.˙b œ#
E IN
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E IN
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E IN
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PAYN,
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PAYN,
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101 ˙# ˙
SHTEYT UN

œ# .˙#
SHTEYT

˙# ˙
SHTEYT UN

˙ ˙
SHTEYT UN

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

˙b ˙
HALT DEM

˙# ˙#
HALT DEM

œ .˙b
HALT

˙b ˙
HALT DEM

˙ ˙#
O - TEM

˙ ˙n
O - TEM

˙b ˙b
O - TEM

.˙ œ
O - - - TEM

rit. w
AYN.

w
AYN.

w
AYN.

w
AYN.
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p

p
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