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We Shall Strive for Perfection is a work for a cappella mixed chorus on a text
adapted from excerpts of speeches by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt from
1945, his last year in office.

From his Fourth Inaugural Address (January 20, 1945):

We shall strive for perfection. We shall not achieve it immediately — but we still

shall strive. We may make mistakes — but they must never be mistakes which shall
result from from faintness of heart or abandonment of moral principles.

working on when he suffered a cerebral hemorrhage:
The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doay. Let us
move forward with strong and active faith.
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From his undelivered Jefferson Day Address (April 13, 1945),%FDR was



We Shall Strive for Perfection

Duration: ca. 5'30"

Words: Franklin Delano Roosevelt Music: Mark Zuckerman

J=66
_ A S | S

#

| I I | |
Soprano r]mE r% \ — T E— — — \ 7 — %:ﬁ \ | \ 7]
AN I I b ® 1 1 ] A — — I —
Q) I T T e
We shall strive  for  per - fec-tion. We shall strive for  per-
Alto
Tenor |
D}
f We shall strive  for  per - fec-tion. We shall strive for  per-
Bass
We  shall strive  for  per - fec- tion. We  shall strive for  per-
o) . | | | | #
7 ‘ 7 7 I ‘ | I 7] Dot be ] — #
Gl 0 r e 2ve 7T 2en D0 be ==
AN — 2 ] | 7 [ fe He @ 7 —_—— s 4 1 o
Piano \| ¢ & ‘ LA " Y
(rehearsal b I)J
only) ‘ © be. @ b g Ve olbe e babe _
Co /— ] \ ) \ > | \ \ - -
e - [ &e e
e == — —

o) | | | L HJ-- ‘ I\

7 ) D7 ® DO ol ® " ! A g
y 4 y 2" b o 5 ul ! \ T 0 y 2T
(S S Pz ) O \ I P12
\\IY pe o Fo \ . T \
o) m ! g o. ”ﬁﬁ Pz \

T
NN

M
o 2

[ - i
QL

M
k.
)
AL
=
e
X%
\EE
M
o 2
| -

a
Q!

© Mark Zuckerman, 2018



We Shall Strive for Perfection

15

(PR R R P i
B 5 10 &2 TIN| B \ 5 TN QR
(=} f=1 (=} 17 f=1 R
m Q m Q m [ m Mu nm\\\
-+ z el B | B 5 R
2 o 2 N2 | 2 \ ol
T 2 TN 2 TN E TR E iﬁ% /|y
o e
L e < Qll 2 RO AN
N o E N & el ﬁ%
3 . o 8 o | i
2 Rl 2 ol 2 oAl 2|1 8
i EI.N =) .S g .S _e
o | E TN E el E AR YIS R VRN
= v v =) = v v = v vl = = = = = v
L L
I Q q
o WW o Inw = RN Invv‘
NIl m N NIl m A TR e Y| ~t
> >
g g L HE [ YRER
o " Q o Q ﬁv
3 Ho= Ho= 0 || x| ||
v v ~t ~
g £ g £ 010 ¢
St f] St St
! 7 27 - @ R =~ _« N
e = 1T ERR RE = 170 QL
W = T T 2 A= 7o NI
1l @ A @ 1l @ @ _len | &
DNEo NG NELreo " NEre ~
N N N G
N—N S —

prin

don - ment of mor - al

or

from faint - ness of heart

be mis - takes

nev - er

*be

- ment of mor -al

don

faint -\ness of heart

from

be mis - takes

nev - er

o]
prin

don - ment of mor - al

be mis - takes

nev - er

Y

don - ment of mor - al

ban

faint - ness of heart or a

from

be mis - takes

nev - er

#5#ﬁ|7

@

o
il

be

V&

h A
152

be

. o




We Shall Strive for Perfection

We shall strive

per-fec - tion.

for

We shall strive

ple.

ci

HO

We shall strive

per - fec - tion.

for

shall  strive

=
We

ci ple.

prin

ho

—

iz
[
[

e
|

b A

shall strive

We

ple.

ci

11

n=
\
‘

strive

;%

shall

We

per - fec - tion.

for

strive

shall

We

ci ple.

prin

o

[ My
EES
= == -
TTTeQ_ ~
Pan
'
Fna 1
T~
TRel fw%
[ T
TN (e ||
N
e
F .
T
~t Q[
s v v
My
] =
BRI
==
ol ]
E.NE = =
===
e .
== - s vi v
Y0, &
(111 1
N 6N

[TTT] pE 5 :\\ T PEs
o
| = L)
1 g 11
I £ _
o . .
TR 2 TN o5 o T —0
mn T e 2 c\ -
o G = EE
RS E ) JI& L
Q| S all = T QL
N 4' . e v v ' mi.N . e v v
8 [ QL Al E \nﬂ | J\ | oL
5 ™
ol = ol
5
= 1 ' a0 ||
[} . .
g e TNl 8 Nl CIRER I
g _A \
= 4 [}
unn“ f .“ |.MvP\‘ [ Y
= I . Y 2 . b
IM\\\ m IL
L E [ 1| 9 I
| [ YHEE
I _ I I
TN| & alll
W el . [T
L) m |
[ NP [ 1 NP
RN i IR
= = = E= SRS ESS
8 el 8 6l &8 © s op ool
e X = = v
St St St St
L Q L Q
= a2 N A umﬂ
e e v vl
2([f| Shl sy e 3
NG G BN N 6N
N —N T —




We Shall Strive for Perfection

45 _
o, 'f \ - \ — e P—v—bi—'—v
ﬁ‘ﬁg@ e - M‘:ﬁp — —l ! S —
T o & | = \ = \ — L A I
ANV N I R | ® 1T T | L& 4 \ \ - 1 1 @&
o R 1 I B n < 3 1
The on - ly lim it The on - ly lim - it to our re - al - 1i za-tion of to -
—3— g ————
o] f ‘ | | | ‘
b’ 4 I I I 1 I I ‘ 1 I \ ‘ ]
7 I ¥ N N I PR \ ! ]
%ﬁ;‘.\ s e S e i i By . | — \
=y 4 & & ofle & & e \ 7=
fec - tion. The on - ly lim it The on - ly lim - it to our re - al -1 za-tion of to -

L 3—

N The on - ly lim it The on - ly lim - it to our re - al - i za-tion of to -
0 I b | i | # — — —+ mf | i
?%ﬁl} | & |V ﬁ e+ I — ! %;‘:a‘: > b 1- .
8 ve e | & o fe & e T ! ! P
| § A # S
b o
® e s | E bb} = _ fe o .
D e ko ! 3 Mﬁ kot —8 —
7 =" 1 \ P i \ \ ‘ \
! ‘a — \ == ‘ \ \

will be our

doubts

will

be our

doubts

mor - row will befour [“doubts will be our doubts will be our  doubts of to -
i I —h ]
eSS =
‘ ‘ ‘
be our  doubts of to -
I I i I } e f f
\ \ - —® | [ DO ¥ \ \-—’—’—39—’—%9—!9—‘
| == == = = =
= \ 1 ‘ ‘
mor - row will be our  doubts will be our doubts will be our doubts of to -
H # | L | | ‘ |
p Y — D o \ ‘ \ i \ ho
y - 73 e ul 73 \ \ \ b 3 ‘ @ O
[ an WL ) e [ V® O e @ @ o & - Py )
A3V 7 be | p 1T O - © 7
) " Do —] & m & I m
l)e he I?
b e e 8 |28 e o | bo e | o be o
o) ¥ Do | \ S " — o 73 — o g
7 S \ I & F ! 1  — ‘ i i
\ \



We Shall Strive for Perfection 7

stringendo

/o 2 - e bz i [ —— bo
. 22 - I S —
ANV & \ \ 2 \ | | he Che o \ | \
'8) ‘ ‘ be fo—o i
day. We  shall strive for per - fec - tion Let us move for - ward
| - be. o beo
) O 1 I 1 @ \ o | I I
) TR G e O A I D /TS N I G N I A
\ \ ) \ — — \ \ T ——— \ \
= 1 1 1 \ \
day. We  shall strive for per - fec - tiom Let us move for - ward
h } | | } I L ‘
7 ! her he | s 1
y - ) ¥ ‘ \ e e s p Z— S y 2>y
(e & ! 2 \ | \ g P Y P V’ m
A\\S) = ! e ! ! 7 e bg- e e | €
g © B = ‘ ‘ Y —H D D b #
© - be. o | bod L | o b
) O <4 \ . O Y " |
hdf D ¥ L z | \ | i) I7) ¥ uﬁ:ﬁ D
7 & ! 1 \ 7 \ ! P !
1 1 1

T
ik g 1
R —
for - ward Let us move for - ward Let us move for - ward Let us move for - ward
o) ‘ |
A — i e ———— 1 S e e — 2+t 1t 1 1
R e e = |
o ﬁd
for - ward Letf 'us move for - ward Let us move for - ward Let us move for - ward
_
h | ¥, | 7] | |
‘ e \ \ —1 \ \ \
\ \ — \ \ \
'8) o ‘ m \ \ \ ! ‘
We shall strive We shall strive ~ We shall strive Let us move for - ward
—_
) — I i - — 7] e /9 ® T O \
) ‘ — \ I - -1 i — \ 1 \ \ ® DO \ \
t_‘j \ ] ] b . ] e \ - \ \ ! \ \ \
\ - e \ \ = \ \ - ‘ ‘ \ \ \ \
= o 1) ‘ = 1
We shall strive We shall strive ~ We shall strive_____ Let us move for - ward

EL
[\
\ .

N
= =
M
ik
%
|
"IN
pas
i
1
3
Y
XX
(T YNEE
i
P
PR
o}

bl

N

\)
X Y

i va vl =

Q
( qb)
RARD]
X

e
818

elo]




shall
shall

We
We

a tempo

faith.
faith.
faith.
faith.

[ ]]

[\

ac - tive
ac - tive__
ac - tive
ac - tive

b

and
and
and
and

b

POCO MeNO MOSSO

strong
strong
strong
strong

g

with
with
with
with

.

e

ward
ward
ward

T
-~

O,

ward
prHo

b

We Shall Strive for Perfection

O
©

for
for
for
for
oy ©

Let us move

move

move
O
pr8

Let us
Let us

mf

)
e):
)
e):

~ )

75

R

cresc.

rall;

84

he
i

faith.
D

faith.
D

tive
tive
tive

ac
ac
=
ac

berr |,

and
and

be e

strong
Cresc.
strong
cresc.
strong

with
with
with

€

tion.
fec tion.
tion.
D
fec tion.
y
O,
b S
o
i

per
per

for
for

strive

per - fec

shall

for

be*

We

strive

A






